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KUNAYEV-LED DELEGATION CONTINUES VISIT 


Meets With Abe 
OW260459 Tokyo KYODO in English 0447 GMT 26 Oct 84 


[Text] Tokyo, Oct. 26 KYODO -- Foreign Minister Shintaro Abe on Friday demanded the 
return of four northern Soviet-occupied islands to facilitate relations between Japan 
and the Soviet Union. Abe told a visiting Soviet lawmakers delegation he expects his 
Soviet counterpart Andrey Gromyko to visit Japan soon for talks on "the basic issue" 
and conclusion of a peace treaty. 


Soviet Communist Party Politburo member Dinmukhamed A. Kunayev, who is heading the 
delegation, reiterated the long-standing Kremlin stance that the territorial issue has 
been already resolved and thus no longer exists, a Japanese Ministry official said. 


In an unusual gesture of the Soviet Union's intention to promote ties with Tokyo, 
Kunayev told Abe he will tell Prime Minister Yashuhiro Nakasone of the Soviet plan to 
release shortly all 13 Japanese fishermen now held in the Soviet Union. 


The ministry official said Abe and Kunayev traded charges of growing military might in 
both East and West, but managed only to agree on the need to promote dialogue between 
the two neighboring countries. Abe charged that the Soviet Union is responsible for 
iggravating relations with Japan because of the holding of four northern islands, the 
invasion of Afghanistan, the installations of 144 SS-20 missiles in the Far East and 
the downing of a Korean Airlines jetliner. "We should not avoid the territorial issue 
nor should it be avoided," the Japanese foreign minister was quoted as telling Kunayev 
and other Soviet parliamentarians. 


At the outset of an hour-long meeting, Kunayev read messages from Gromyko and Soviet 
leader Konstantin Chernenko who urged Japan to conclude a good neighbor pact, ban the 
use of arms and promote trade and cultural exchange. 


Kunayev arrived in Tokyo Thursday at the head of the first Russian parliamentary 
delegation in nine years at the invitation of the Japanese Diet (parliament). He is 
the first Soviet Politburo member to visit Tokyo since Gromyko's 1976 Japan visit. 


Talks with Nakasone 
0W261037 Tokyo KYODO in English 1027 GMT 26 Oct 84 


[Text] Tokyo, Oct. 26 KYODO -- Emphasizing Japan's peace diplomacy, Prime Minister 
Yasuhiro Nakasone declared Friday his country is an "unsinkable archipelago of peace 
and prosperity" rather than an unsinkable carrier seeking military confrontations with 
the Soviet Union. The Japanese leader coined the new phrase to demonstrate the 
country's determination to pursue global peace in an 80-minute meeting with a high- 
powered Soviet delegation, Japanese official said. 


But the Soviet delegation, led by Communist Party Politburo member Dinmuhammed A. 
Kunayev, spurned the Japanese request for a return of four northern islands and warned 
Japan against "military cooperation with other countries." Flatly rejecting the 
Japanese demands for the return of four Soviet-held islands, a Foreign Ministry official 
said, Kunayev told Nakasone: "The Soviet Union has no excess territory to spare" 


Japan. 


"Japan is an unsinkable archipelago of peace and prosperity" and not an "unsinkable 
aircraft carrier," the prime minister siid in describing the country's objectives of 


nuclear arms reduction and peace. 
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The change of Nakasone's description of his country was aimed at easing the Russian 
distrust of Japan's defense efforts while correcting a previous statement concerning the 
unsinkable aircraft carrier he made in Washington in January, 1983. 


Arguing that Tokyo's mutual security treaty with Washington is solely for defense, the 
Japanese leader predicted that Russo-Japanese relations would start making progress 
once the Soviets turned the four northern islands over to the Japanese, the Japanese 
officials said. Japan has been claiming its territorial right on the northern islands 
which were occupied by the Soviets after World War II. 


Alluding to the potential for greater contact between Japanese and Soviet citizens, 
Nakasone was quoted as saying, "(migratory) birds fly freely between the two countries. 
Why not people?" 


The first Soviet Politburo member to visit Japan since 1976, Kunayev reiterated Soviet 
wishes to conclude a nuclear ban treaty with Japan, which he asserted would help "reduce 
the tersion in the Far East." Now on an eight-day visit to Japan at the invitation of 
the Diet (parliament), Kunayev and other Soviet lawmakers met Friday morning with 
foreign minister Shintaro Abe. Kunayev told Abe anc then Nakasone that Soviet 
authorities would shortly release 13 Japanese fishermen now held in the socialist 
country. 


The Japanese foreign minister charged that the holding of the four northern islands, the 
Soviet invasion of Afghanistan, the installations of 144 SS-20 missiles in the Far 
East, and the downing of a Korean Airlines jetliner are aggravating Russo-Japanese 
relations. "We should uot avoid the territorial issue nor can it be avoided," Abe told 
the Kunayev delegation. 


At the outset of an hour-long meeting with Abe, Kunayev read a message from Soviet leader 
Konstantin Chernenko which proposed conclusion of pacts on good neighborliness, a 
nuclear arms ban, and trade and culture. 


Nakasone's talks with the Soviet group was extended by 50 minutes from the original 
30 minutes, keeping Beijing Mayor Chen Xitong and other quests waiting outside the 
prime minister's office. 


The Soviet delegation will leave Tokyo Saturday morning for Kyoto by train for 
sightseeing. 


QTAO SHI, PRC DELEGATION ARRIVE FOR VISIT 


0W250721 Tokyo KYODO in English 0700 GMT 25 Oct 84 


[Text] Tokyo, Oct. 25 KYODO -- A 10-member Chinese Communist Party mission arrived 
here Thursday for a nine-day visit at the invitation of the no. 1 opposition Japan 
Socialist Party. 


Qiao Shi, Central Committee member and head of the Organization Department of the 
party, led the group. The Chinese will meet JSP leaders on Friday and Saturday to 
discuss international and bilateral affairs, JSP officials said. The mission is 
scheduled to leave Japan on November 2. 


Improved PRC-USSR Ties Sought 
0W260531 Tokyo KYODO in English 0521 GMT 26 Oct 84 


[Text] Tokyo, Oct. 26 KYODO -- A ranking official of the Chinese Communist Party expres- 
sed strong wishes to improve relations between his country and the Soviet Union during a 
consultation here Friday. Russo-Chinese relaticns were the dominant topic at the first- 
day session of consultations between a 10-member Chinese Communist Party mission and the 
Japan Socialist Party, a JSP spokesman said. 
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Qiao Shi, head of the party's Organization Department, was quoted as saying that China 
hopes to expand economic, cultural, personnel and information exchange with the Soviet 
Union. The Chinese official also reportedly said Beijing hopes to continue talks 
with Moscow "at any level" and that China will utilize any "trivial" matter if it 

is helpful to improve ties with the Soviet Union. 


China's eagerness for better relations with the Soviet Union was also underscored by 
the fact that Qiao Shi did not mention controversial issues, including the Soviet pre- 
sence in Afghanistan and the its troops stationed along the border, the spokesman said. 
The JSP was represented by Secretary General Makoto Tanabe at the two-day talks. 


While explaining China's general view on international situation, Qiao said the con- 
frontation between the U.S. and the Soviet Union is severe and is a major source of 
global tensions. The chief Chinese delegate said Sino-American relations are progres- 
sing smoothly. 


He also explained the 10-point economic reform, approved at the plenary session of the 
party central committee held earlier this month. He stressed its significance as a 
sort of a great revolution. Under the reform plan, China will recruit more younger 
cadres in every level and put an emphasis on urban economic reform, Qiao told the 
Japanese socialists. 


The Chinese delegation invited the Japanese Socialist Party to send its delegation to 
China in the latter half of next year. 


BEIJING MAYOR COMMENTS ON PRC REFORM 


0W251235 Tokyo KYODO in English 1133 GMT 25 Oct 84 


[Text] Tokyo, Oct. 25 KYODO -- The mayor of Beijing Thursday expressed confidence over 
China's sweeping economic reform announced last week, ruling out fears of inflationary 
pressures because of anticipated price rises. Chen Xitong, currently on an 1ll-day visit 
to Japan, said the Chinese Government will raise wages to compensate for price hikes 
that would be implemented under the economic reform program announced last Saturday. 
"There will not be inflation, and the concerns raised among our own people and our 
friends overseas can be put to ease," Chen said in an interview with KYODO NEWS SERVICE. 


Chen, a veteran Beijing Municipal technocrat who became Beijing Mayor in March 1983, 
vigorously defended the economic reform measures, which he said would bring out 
satisfactory results in five years. 


One major aim of the fresh economic reforms, he said, was to eliminate "egalitarinism" 
in all non-farming sectors and bring forth a spirit of competition among state enter- 
prises. Chen said the spirit of competition introduced in Beijing over the past year 
"has borne out the correctness" of the party reform policy, citing the declining cost 
and fast pace of construction as evidence. "Projects that used to take a year to build 
now take less than a year, only six months to finish," he said. 


Chen also discussed Beijing's mounting traffic probiems and bemoaned how the 
ubiquitous bicucle was clogging up traffic. "We have got too many bicycles, which 
have become the principal cause of traffic congestion," he said. 


Chen said the Chinese Government plans to tackle the problem by improving the mass 
transit, like subways and buses. "Passenger cars are not the way out," Chen mused. 
"Too many cars will also choke up traffic, like in New York, like Paris, and like 


Tokyo." 
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LDP LEADERS MEET ABOUT NAKASONE REELECTION 


0W260719 Tokyo KYODO in English 0652 GMT 26 Oct 84 


[Text] Tokyo, Oct. 26 KYODO -- Kakuei Tanaka and Zenko Suzuki, the two former prime 
ministers playing a key role in the Liberal-Democratic Party presidential race, Friday 
agreed to keep the top leadership of the ruling party unchanged in a move that all but 
guaranteed Prime Minister Yasuhiro Nakasone's reelection bid as party leader. 


Political sources said the agreement came in a 40-minute tete-a-tete, which is viewed 
as crucial in securing Nakasone's bid to run for another two-year term as party presi- 
dent, and hence prime minister. Tanaka, who controls the largest faction within the 
LDP, and Suzuki agreed to keep the three top party executive posts in the hands of the 
Tanaka, Suzuki and Fukuda factions, the sources said. 


Earlier, Suzuki also called on Nakasone while Shin Kanemaru, the principal LDP mediator, 
plunged into yet another round of talks with LDP's factional bosses in a bid to reach 

a consensus in naming Nakasone as the sole candidate for the party presidential election. 
Nakasone's termas LDP president runs out on November 24, and party leaders have agreed to 
avoid a possibly divisive voting and come out with a single candidate "through talks." 


The prime minister, who has stayed away from direct negotiations, met his predecessor 
Suzuki ostensibly arranged for a briefing on Suzuki's talks with Chinese leaders in his 
recent trip to China. 


But, as expected, Nakasone's reelection bid dominated the 20-minute session at the prime 
minister's official residence. However, both Suzuki and Nakasone revealed little of sub- 
stance in their tete-a-tete. Responding to reporters’ questions following the meeting, 
Nakasone merely asserted he had agreed with Suzuki to achieve "party harmony" in the 
presidential election. 


Nakasone dismissed as "petty" when asked whether Suzuki has raised the top party appoint- 
ments. However, Suzuki, speaking at a separate press conference, said he had left the 
meeting with the impression that the prime minister would give "even-handed considera- 
tion" to party and cabinet appoiitments if he wins election to a second term. 


Suzuki, who holds the power to swing the LDP presidential race, is believed to be eyeing 
a top party executive post fo. his protege, Kiichi Miyazawa, and turn it into a spring- 
board for the race in the post-Nakasone party leadership. 


Kanemaru, the LDP Executive Council chairman who was charged with mediating for the 
election, huddledwith former Prime Minister Takeo Fukuda and Economic Planning Agency 
director General Toshio Komoto Friday morning and planned for more talks with other party 
leaders later in the day. 
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While Kanemaru and Suzuki plunged into a series of meetings to sort out the party leader- 
ship, both the Tariaka and Suzuki factions held meetings of their own to drum up intrafac- 
tional support and to express faction solidarity. Inanali-faction meeting summoned Friday 
morning, the 7/-member Suzuki faction gave Suzuki complete power to negotiate for fac- 
tional interests in the new cabinet and party executive lineup. The Tankara faction, 
which has 118 LDP Diet members under its wing, held a top executive meeting to endorse 
Kanemaru's mediatory work. 


MIYAZAWA DROPS OUT OF LDP PRESTDENTTAL RACE 


OW260947 Tokyo KYODO in English 0939 GMT 26 Oct 84 


[Text] Tokyo, Oct. 26 KYODO -- Former Foreign Minister Kiichi Miyazawa Friday declared 
he was dropping out from the Liberal-Democratic Party's presidential race, effectively 
giving Prime Minister Yasuhiro Nakasone a second term as party leader. "If Mr. Miyazawa 
is not going to run, the winds will subside," an authorative source in the LDP faction 
led by former Prime Minister Takeo Fukuda said. 


Nakasone's term as LDP president, and hence as prime minister, runs out on November 24, 
and party leaders have sought to bypass a formal contests by agreeing to a single candi- 
date. Miyazawa's decision to bow out of the race came shortly after his political men- 
tor, former Prime Minister Zenko Suzuki, agreed with former Prime Minister Kakuei Tanaka 
to keep the three top party executives posts in the hands of the Tanaka, Suzuki and 
Fukuda factions. The agreement, reached in a 40-minute tete-a-tete between the two 
influential LDP power brokers, all but guaranteed Nakasone a second two-year term as 
party president, political analysts said. 


Tanaka, though no longer an LDP member, controls the largest LDP faction with 118 of the 
party's 392 Diet members, and the 7/-member Suzuki faction holds the swing vote in the 
party's presidential election. 


LDP sources said the party will hold a meeting of top party executives and party elders 
Saturday to endorse the “election by consensus" formula. Apparently recognizing the 
fait d'accompli, Economic Pianning Agency Chief Toshio Komoto, one of Nakasone's main 
critics in the party, also bowed to political reality and consented to give Nakasone, 


66, a second term. 


"Mr Nakasone's reelection seems to be the only choice," Komoto told Shin Kanemaru, the 
principal LDP trouble-shooter who was charged with mediating the election. There are, 
however, two major potential snags before party leaders give their formal blessing to 
Nekasone, political analysts said. 


One concerns the so-called "presidential statement" issued last December in which 
Nakasone committed himself toget rid of Tanaka's political influence from the LDP. Miki 
and Fukuda, who band together in their role as heads of nonleadership factions, have 
insisted that Nakasone get the LDP to steer clear of Tanaka, who was convicted a year 
ago of taking bribes in the Lockheed bribery scandal. 


Another possible hitch in Nakasone's reelection bid, political analysts said, in the 
more problematical party leadership lineup. Suzuki, whose faction is the second largest 
after Tanaka's is believed to be eyeing a top party executive post for Miyazawa in order 
to use it as a power level in the post-Nakasone leadership race. Political sources said, 
however, the party personnel issue did not figure in Suzuki, talks with Tanaka or his 
meeting with Nakasone earlier. 
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COMMENTARIES OPPOSE POLICE DEPLOYMENT AT SNU 


"Sword of Fascism’ 
SK251224 Pyongyang Domestic Service in Korean 2150 GMT 24 Oct 84 


[NODONG SINMUN 25 October commentary: "Despotic, Outrageous Wielding of the Sword of 
Fascism" ] 


[Text] Since traitor Chcn Tu-hwan showed up at a ceremony marking police day on 

22 October and issued an order of suppression demanding that all factors disturbing 
public order and security be rooted out drastically, a grave situation in which the 
demands and aspirations of youths and students for freedom and democracy are infringed 
upon has been created in South Korea. 


According to reports, at dawn on 24 October, the Chon Tu-hwan ring, which has been 
hellbent on campus suppression, perpetrated the fascist tyranny of having some 6,000 
puppet policemen intrude into Seoul National University [SNU]. Having such a large 
number of suppressive forces intrude into a single university is a grave incident unpre- 
cedented in the history of suppression in the world and is a most bestial suppressive 
measure which previous dictators have not dared to take. This act means that the fascist 
hooligans launched an undisguised reactionary offensive against the patriotic, democratic 
forces demanding freedom and democracy. 


The fascist clique is babbling about the intrusion being a measure taken to guarantee 
order and autonomy on campus at the request of the university. However, this is a 
preposterous sophistry to justify its bayonet suppression. Thousands of heavily armed 
puppet policemen are trampling underfoot the sacred campus and committing outrages. 

This being the stark reality, can the uncouth suppression of campuses be patched up under 
the guise of autonomy? 


The South Korean youths and students have turned out in the struggle to democratize cam- 
puses, abolish fascist evil laws, and guarantee the workers' right of survival. This 
is very just. 


Even though the puppets have clamored about campus autonomy or democracy, the South 
Korean campuses have been further reduced to fascistized campuses under the billboard 

of autonomy. Any student organizations other than the Student Defense Corps, a military, 
fascist organization, were declared illegal and the surveillance of students by the 
puppet police and intelligence agents has become more cunning. The number of students 
who have been expelled from campuses under the deceptive slogan of reinstatement has 
increased fvrther and the freedom to search for truth has been infringed upon under 

the anticommunist educational system. 


The so-called campus order defined by the puppets is an order of the anticommunist educa- 
tion of slavery which forces only submission to the fascist, dictatorial system. A 
guarantee for campus autonomy is a guarantee for making the campuses government-manipu- 
lated one. 


South Korean society has been turned into a place where fascism prevails and democracy 
is stifled. The workers are suffering from the worst difficulties in terms of living 
conditions. Through its nation-selling visit to Japan, the puppet clique deepened the 
subordination of South Korean to Japan, thus incurring great complaints on the part of 
the youths, students, and people. Despite the fact that it has committed crimes, the 
clique has turned the campuses into places where the puppet police run rampant and has 
wielded bayonets, viewing youths, students, and people as criminals. This is an open 
tyranny of the fascist power turning its back on the people and a last-ditch effort of 
the treacherous clique to extend its power. 
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Suffering from serious crises in its rule, the Chon Tu-hwan ring is trying to achieve 
secure power by threatening the patriotic, democratic forces with bayonecs and by 
frustrating their just struggle. However, bayonets are not almighty and dictatorship 
is the last means to maintain power. 


Having seized power after submerging Kwangju, the city of resistance for democracy, 
into a sea of blood through the 1/7 May fascist violence, the Chon Tu-hwan clique has 
persistently resorted to the politics of violence to suppress the antifascist struggle 
for democratization of youths and students. However, their struggle has not been 
frustrated, but rather has been strengthened further. 


University students in Seoul and local areas have waged stout, demonstration struggles 
countering the violence of the puppet police with stone throwing. This is clearly 
expressed by the fact that more than 80 percent of Seoul National University students 
are collectively boycotting the midterm examination forced on them by the university 
authorities. 


The puppets are raving that even the existence of the university is threatened and 
Seoul National University faces an unprecedented situation. This shows that the 
puppets are shuddering with unrest and terror in the face of the antifascist struggle 
for democratization of the South korean youths and students, 


There is no guarantee that today's deployment of the puppet police onto campus by the 
Chon Tu-hwan clique, which resorts to all types of means and methods if they help 
gratify its desire for power, would not cause such a tragic incident as the Kwangju 
incident tomorrow. However, the deployment will not serve as a means helping the 
puppets to maintain their existence, 


The youths, students, and people will not yield to power and will punish the dictators 
through a more stout struggle. The Chon Tu-hwan ring should withdraw the puppet police 
forces thrown onto the campus, stop fascist suppression, democratize the campuses, 

and guarantee the people's right of survival. 


Paper Views "Blackmail' 
SK260537 Pyongyang Domestic Service in Korean 2152 GMT 25 Oct 84 
{NODONG SINMUN 26 Oct commentary: "The Fascist Maniac Has Revealed His True Color"] 


[Text] The Chon Tu-hwan military fascist clique is showing even more furious fascist 
frenzy toward the youths and students who have turned out in the just struggle. Some 
6,000 puppet police troops have committed the atrocities of blocking the front and 
rear gates of the Seoul National University [SNU], ferreting out the radical students 
and those who led in "something" as they claim, and arresting numerous students, after 
moving into the campus of the university in accordance with the oppressive order of 
the puppet clique, The puppets also raved that they would not tolerate nor show 
generosity but would continue to take firm steps such as the deployment of huge 

police troops into the SNU campus, because the campus disturbances have reached a 
stage where the schools themselves are unable to control them, This is an open 
intimidation and blackmail, and is something which shows the undisguised beginning of 
the outrageous suppression which is the first since the 17 May fascist outrage and the 
Kwangju incident in South Korea, 


The Chon Tu-hwan clique has now thrown off even the mask of democracy and revealed 
the ugly color of the dictator, The world knows that the Chon Tu-hwan fascist clique 
has continued to rave as if it would bring democracy to South Korea. 
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However, democracy is in words only, and South Korea is in a terror-stricken atmos- 
phere and will continue to take firm steps such as the deployment of huge police troops 
into the SNU campus, because the campus disturbances have reached a stage where the 
schools themselves are unable to control them. This is an open intimidation and black- 
mail, and is something which shows the undisguised beginning of the outrageous 
suppression which is the first since the 17 May fascist outrage and the Kwangju 
incident in South Korea. 


The Chon Tu-hwan clique has now thrown off even the mask of democracy and revealed 
the ugly color of the dictator. The world knews that the Chon Tu-hwan fascist 

clique has continued to rave as if it would bring democracy to South Korea. However, 
democracy is in words only, and South Korea is in a tvrror-stricken atmosphere whcre 
guns and swords are dominant. As a wolf cannot tura into a sheep, the fascist 
element intent on wielding violence cannot bring democracy. Orginally, the Chon 
Tu-hwan clique is the group of fascist murders famous for wielding swords, and is the 
group of brigands and hooligans who seized power by earning the masters" trust with 
that. 


The fascist clique is making an issue out of the establishment of the campus Student 
Council, the Committee for the Promotion of Campus Autonomy, the Subcommittee for the 
Elimination of Malfeasances and Corruptions, the Subcommittee for the Yescission of 
the Evil Laws, and the Subcommittee for Election Measures which the students have 
organized for true freedom and democracy. However, no one would agree with this, 


The South Korean youths and students are calling for the reinstatement of the 
independent and democratic Student Council, because the fascists disa:low other student 
organizations than the Student Defense Corps -- the fascist military school organi- 
zation, and have establishec the committees for true campus freedom, because the 
schools are being even more increasingly fascistized under the slogan of self-government. 
In addition, they oppose malfeasances and corruptions, because the puppets are intent 
on committing them by abusing their power, and are calling for the revision of the 

evil laws, because the basic democratic freedom and rights are ruthlessly trampled 

with the unprecedentedly vicious fascist evil laws. The students are discussing the 
election measures, because the Chon Tu-hwan ring is scheming to pave the way for its 
long-term office through the forthcoming National Assembly elections, despite the 
unanimous opposition by the peor le. 


What is criminal is not the youths’ and students’ just struggle and activities, but 

the violence of the fascist power trying to trample them. The bestial suppression of 
the youths and students with guns and swords can never be justified. The Chon Tu-hwan 
clique, which did not hesitate to butcher thousands of compatriots at a time to realize 
the ambition for power, is scheming to bridge over the crisis of the rule and realize 
the vicious ambition for long-term office with the renewed fascist suppression of 
democracy and patriotism. However, this is a foolish calculation. Guns and 

swords have never provided a haven for the dictators. They have only expedited the 
self-destruction of the dictatorial power. 


The Chon Tu-hwan clique must squarely look at the trend of history, act with discretion, 
aid immediately halt the reckless suppression of the schools. 


No force of the fascist guns and swords can quell the will of the youths and students 
seeking democracy, The South Korean youths and students are vigorously continuing 
sit-ins and demonstrations with the indignation against the fascist clique, demanding 
the withdrawal of the puppet police. If the suppression wil! be intensified, the 
youths and studentswill answer with even stronger resistence, 
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VRPR Commentary 
SK250956 (Clandestine) Voice of the RPR in Korean to South Korean 1000 GMT 24 Oct 84 


[Station commentary ] 


[Text] In this hour, I will talk about the Chon Tu-hwan ring's throwing of a large number 
of police forces onto the Seoul National University campus. As has already been reported, 
this morning, the Chon Tu-hwan fascist clique deployed a large number of police forces on 
the Seoul National University campus. The police, who entered the campus via some 200 
buses, numbered as many as 40 companies, totaling some 6,000 troops. Seoul National 
University is being ruthlessly trampled underfoot by the boots of fascism. 


The fascist Chon Tu-hwan clique's deployment of a large number of police troops on the 
Seoul National University campus is an unprecedentedly tyrannical, outrageous, and fascist 
act of crushing with bayonets the just demands of patriotic students who cry out for inde- 
pendence and democracy, is an intolerable, wanton, fascist offensive against the sacred 
campus, and a criminal act that cannot be justified by anything. 


The Chon Tu-hwan ring is talking as though the deployment of police forces on the Seoul 
National University campus was a measure which it took, at the request of the president, 
to help the students take examinations in a normal situation. However, this is a pre- 
posterous act and a poor excuse. How on earth can students freely study under the 
horrendous situation in which armed police forces intruded into the sacred campus and 
are directing the points of their bayonets at their hearts? 


It is very just for almost every student to boycott not a couple of classes and examina- 
tions, but all classes and examinations, and to valiantly wage a righteous struggle for 
democratization daily. 


Today, the campuses have been further reduced to fascistized and uniformed campuses under 
the disguise of campus autonomy used by the authorities, and rackets of punishing pro- 
gressive students have been kicked up incessantly. In addition, campus surveillance by 
the police has been further intensified and no autonomous organization of students other 
than the Student Defense Corps, a patronized organization, has been tolerated. There 
are campuses, but no freedom to search for truth. This is the reality of today's cam- 
puses. There is man, but no democracy and civil rights. This is the present reality 

of South Korea which has been reduced to a living hell where fascism prevails. Further- 
more, since traitor Chon Tu-hwan's nation-selling visit to Japan, the Japanese militar- 
ists’ maneuvers for reinvasion have entered a full-dress stage and the danger of nuclear 
war and the danger of permanent division have increased further. 


Unable to idly watch this stern reality, our reliable patriotic students, thoroughly 
adhering to justice and patriotism, have boycotted midterm examinations and have risen 
up in a righteous struggle, crying for the democratization of campus and society. This 
notwithstanding, the Chon Tu-hwan ring as bestially suppressed the righteous struggle 
of patriotic students for democratization and, what is worse, is unhesitatingly per- 
petrating a fascist act of occupying the campus by -arowing a large number of police 
troops on to the sacred campus. This is the most brutal operations of scorching the 
campuses, unprecedented in the East and West throughout history, and is an intolerable 
act of stifiing democracy. 


There have been many notorious fascist despots in the world, such as Hitler, Mussolini, 
and Pak Chong-hui. However, there has never been such a fascist despot as one who draws 
a sword against his fellow countrymen and kinsmen by deploying as many as some 6,000 
armed troops to a single university. 
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This is an act of human butchery that shows again the murderous nature of traitor Chen 
Tu-hwan, who unhesitatingly perpetrated the atrocity of the Kwangju massacre, called a 
bathhouse of blood, and is an act exposing the ture nature of the so-called campus 
autonomy. 


The fascist Chon Tu-hwan ci.-°’1e is a group of truculent fascist dictators who far exceed 
all fascist despots known to mankind, and is a group of peerless murderers. 


Suppression with bayonets is not an offensive by the strong, but the last-ditch effort 
of a dying dictator. It will inevitably bring about a fiercer resistance of the masses. 
This is confirmed by the ract that our righteous patriotic students and masses of all 
walks of life are valiantly waging the struggle against foreign forces and the govern- 
ment withovt frustration even under fascist suppression. 


Our righteous youths and wtudents have always played a leading role in the struggle 
against foreign forces and the antifascist struggle for democratization and have bravely 
fought at the forefront of a sacred nation-saving resistance sentencing fascist dictator- 
ship to ruin and making aggressors shudder. 


No fascist bayonets can nip the stout and invincible mettle and will of the patriotic 
students, who aspire for independence, democracy, and reunification, or block their 
vigorous advance through a just struggle for national salvation. 


The Chon Tu-hwan ring should stop the outrageous suppression of campuses at once, uncon- 
ditionally and immediately withdraw the police troops deployed on campuses, listen to 
the just voices of students, and step down from power without delay. 


A dictator who engages in sword weilding will not escape the stern judgment of the 
masses. 


U.S. SATD TO DEPLOY SPACE WEAPON IN SOUTH 


SK260427 Pyongyang KCNA in English 0417 GMT 26 Oct 84 


[Text] Pyongyang October 26 (KCNA) -- The U.S. imperialists play to deploy in South 
Korea, too, a space weapon now they are developing, according to an NHK radio report. 
This was made clear by data conveyed by a KYODO report from Washington quoting a 
report of THE WASHINGTON POST October 22. 


According to the report, when the United States finish: he development of a space wea- 
pon now under way, it may be deployed in Japan and Sou! Korea. Proceeding from a wiid 
aggressive ambition to dominate the whole Korea and Asia, the U.S. imperialists have 
already deployed more than 1,000 nuclear weapons in South Korea and have deployed or 
are planning to deploy there various other types of mass destruction weapons including 
neutron bombs and cruise missiles. With such plan the U.S. imperialists have further 
revealed their ugly color as the sworn enemy of the Korean people. 


U.S. CIA DISTRIBUTES MANUAL FOR REBELS 


SK200757 Pyongyang Domestic Service in Korean 0700 GMT 20 Oct 84 


[Text] According to a report from Washington on 15 October, it has been revealed that 
the U.S. CIA distributed a manual for the .ebels showing how to drive the Nicaraguan peo- 
ple toward opposing the government. According to the AP of the United States, which 
obtained a copy of this manual, the U.S. CIA prepared the manual 1 year ago and dis- 
tributed it to the Nicaraguan rebels, who are based in Honduras. 
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SOVIET PAPER CITED ON TRIPARTITE ALLIANCE PLAN 


SK261011 Pyongyang KCNA in English 1003 GMT 26 Oct 84 


[Excecpt] yongyang October 26 (KCNA) -- The Soviet paper KRASNAYA ZVEZDA October 7 said 
it is nobody's secret that the U.S. strategists try to take a Washington-Tokyo-Seoul 
trifartite military alliance as prototype future military alliance. It says: 


They thought that it would not be so complex to form a military bloc consisting of ‘he 
United States, Japan and South Korea. Large-scale U.S. forces are already stationed in 
and South Korea. 


Washington has concluded military agreements with Tokyo and Seoul. Therefore, in order 
to round off this military alliance Tokyo-Seoul, the third side of a "triangle", 
should be drawn. 


The basis for the development of military and political cooperation between Japan and 
South Korea was laid during the U.S. President's visit to Japan and South Korea last 
year and the Japanese prime minister's tour of Seoul and in course of the Japan visit of 
the South Korean dictator Chon Tu-hwan last month. 


CULTURAL ACCORD SIGNED WITH H'NGARY 25 OCT 


SK252237 Pyongyang KCNA in English 2225 GMT 25 Oct 84 


[Text] Pyongyang October 26 (KCNA) -- A 1985-86 working plan for the implementation of 
the agreement on cultural cooperation between Governments of the Democratic People's 
Republic of Korea and the Hungarian People's Republic was signed in Pyongyang on 
October 25. 


The plan was signed by 0 Mun-han, vice-chairman of the DPRK Committee for Cultural 
Relations With Foreign Countries, and head of the HPR Government Cultural Delegation 
Janos Taraba, Hungarian ambassador to Korea. 


ROMANIAN MILITARY ATTACHE HOSTS FILM SHOW 


SK241042 Pyongyang KCNA in English 1021 GMT 24 Oct 84 


[Text] Pyongyang October 24 (KCNA) -- Constantin Anghel, military attache of the 
Romanian Embassy in Pyongyang, arranged a film show and cocktail party last evening on 
the occasion of the 40th anniversary of the Romanian Army day. 


Invited there were Comrade O Kuk-yol, member of the Political Bureau of the Central 
Committee of the Workers’ Party of Korea and chief of General Staff of the Korean 
People's Army; Yi Chong-mok, first vice-minister of foreign affairs; Lt. General Pak 
Chunp-kuk; Maj. Generals Pak Yun-sok and Yi Hong-sun; and other generals and officers 
of the Korean People's Army and military attacnes of foreign embassies in Pyongyang. 
Present on the occasion were Romanian Ambassador Constantin Iftodi and his embassy 


officials. 


Speeches were made at the cocktail party by Military Attache Constantin Anghel and 
Comrade 0 Kuk-yol. The attendants toasted the militant friendship between the peoples 
and Armies of Korea and Romania, the good health and long life of the great leader of 
our people Comrade Kim Il-song, the good health and long life of the dear leader 
Comrade Kim Chong-il and the good health and long life of the outstanding leader of the 
Romanian people Comrade Nicolae Ceausescu. The attendants appreciated a Romanian 


documentary film. 
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SOUTH, NORTH KOREAN SPORTS OFFICIALS MEET IN PRC 


0W260305 Tokyo KYODO in English 0230 GMT 26 Oct 84 


[Text] Beijing, Oct 26 KYODO -- North and South Korean sports officials talked briefly 
while attending an international sport meeting in China Thursday. Kim Chong-kyu, vice 
president of the South Korean Amateur Sports Association, said Thursday night the talked 
to one of three North Korean delegates at the Asian Pacific and Oceania Sports Assembly 
(APOSA) which opened Thursday and runs through Saturday. The North Korean, who was not 
identified, responded to him, Kim said. 


North and South Korea had three rounds of sports talks at the truce village of Panmunjom 
on April 9, April 30 and May 25. The talks, which were aimed at formation of joint teams 
for international sports events, broke up after the North walked away from the negotiating 
table after accusing the South of bringing up political matters. Kim, also vice president 
of the South Korean Olympic Committee, led the South delegation at the sports talks, |': 
while Kim Tok-chon headed the North team. 


Kim declined to reveal details of his conversations with the North official. North Korea 
sent three delegates to the session, conference sources said. Kim said those delegates 
appeared to include no member of the North delegation at the Panmunjom sports talks. 


Kim denied that he proposed a resumption of the sports talks or asked the North to send 
athletes to the 1986 Asian Games and 1988 Olympics both in Seoul. 


Asked whether South Korea will ask China to send athletes to the Seoul Olympics and to go 
between the North and South, Kim replied all members of the International Olympic Commit- 
tee should participate in the Olympiad. Kim said he understood that China cannot say now 
whether its athletes will go to Seoul in 1988. The three-day international conference is 
attended by 19 countries which include South Korea and Indonesia with which China has no 
diplomatic ties. 


Meanwhile, China called the South its official name of the "Republic of Korea" for the 
first time at the conference. Kim and Yi Chu-ye, a senior Sports Ministry official, 
represented South Korea and wore name cards carrying the "Republic of Korea" designation. 
China called the South simply "Korea" during a Davis Cup Tennis match in Kunming last 
March. 


NORTH'S SINCERITY AT 15 NOV TALKS HOPED FOR 


SK260055 Seoul THE KOREA HERALD in English 26 Oct 84 p 1 


[Text] Minister >f Foreign Affairs Yi Won-kyong said yesterday that the South Korean 
Government i. "somewhat encouraged" by the North Korean agreement to hold economic talks 
Nov. 15. "We sincerely hope that the northern side will come to the conference table 
with a genuince intention to work out practical steps which can lead to rapprochement and 


cooperation," Yi said. 


In an address to the International Broadcasters Symposium, he said South Korea has 
repeatedly put forward various "realistic" proposals to North Korea to resolve the Korean 
question. The address was read by Vice Minister of Foreign Affairs Yi Sang-ok at a 
luncheon held at the Lotte Hotel for participants in the symposium. 
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The foreign minister said: "You will recall that we have recently accepted the offer 

by the North Korean Red Cross Society to provide goods to flood victims in the 

South." 


"We accepted the offer in a spirit of reconciliation and in the hope of renewing a 
dialogue with the North although we had no actual need for the goods," he said. 

With the first flow of commodities across the DMZ in four decades, he said, the South 
renewed proposals for Red Cross, sports and economic talks with the North. 

"Indeed, our primary objective is to prevent an outbreak of hostilities on the 
Korean peninsula," Yi said. 


South Korea has attained a "clear superiority" over North Korea in economic terms, 
but not in military strength. Yi said, adding that the GNP of the South is five 
times as large as that of the North. 


"Rather ironically," he said, "this growing southern advantage over the North is also 
a source of some concern as there is a possibility that the North might, precisely 
for this reason, step up military provocations as a means of diverting attention from 
its explosive internal situation and economic frustrations." He warned that a conflict 
on the peninsula might escalate into a worildwide conflict. 


ADB PRESIDENT ON PRC, NORTH'S ADMISSION TO ADB 


SK260140 SEOUL YONHAP in English 0133 GMT 26 Oct 84 


[Text] Seoul, Oct. 26 (YONHAP) -- Although South Korea, is the fourth largest debtor 
country in the world, it will have no difficulty repaying external debts in view 

of its rigid economic policy. coupled with high GNP growth and low inflation, the presi- 
dent of the Asian Development Bank, Masao Fujioka, said Thursday. In a press con- 
ference here, Fujioka said that South Korea's handling of external debts has been 
appraised highly by world financial leaders. 


Asked about mainland China's admission to the ADB, the ADB president said that 
will be much easier than before, because China has changed its previous position 
that Taiwan be driven out of the ADB as a precondition. 


Referring to North Korea's admission to the ADB, Fujioka said that that country, 
despite opening its market to foreign investment, has not yet made clear its will 

to join the organization and that it would not be easy for North Korea to participate 
in the ADB for the time being. Fujioka, who took office in Nov. 1981, arrived in Seoul 
Wednesday for a four-day visit at the invitation of Finance Minister Kim Man-che. 


SECOND ROUND OF STEEL TALKS WITH U.S. REPORTED 


SK251250 Seoul YONHAP in English 1130 GMT 25 Oct 84 


[Text] Seoul, Oct. 25 (YONHAP) -- South Korea and the United States failed to narrow 
their differences Thusday on voluntary regulation of Korea's steel exports to the 
U.S. market. During the second round of bilateral steel talks in Seoul, the Korean 
side insisted that the nations has carried out a most exemplary steel trade with the 
United States, based upon its intermational competitiveness, an informed source said. 


The 18-member Korean delegation, led by Assistant Trade and Industry Minister Kim 
Chol-su, also emphasized that Korean steel exports have never adversely affected the 
steel industry in the central and eastern port of the United States because the 
exports were chiefly delivered to the western area. In particular, Korea does not 

feel it has to voluntarily regulate its steel export quota for the U.S. market because 
it has imposed no regulations on any steel imports, the source quoted the delegates 

as saying. 
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The U.S. delegation, led by Robert Lighthizer, deputy U.S. trade representative, however, 
responded that 80 percent of Korean steel exports to the United States so far this year 
have dumpted or subsidized by the government, according to the source, 


The one-day meeting was the followup to the first roundup of Korea-U.S. steel talks 

held in Washington Oct. 18-19. The source predicted that two or three more rounds of 
steel talks would be held before the two countries reach a satisfactory agreement on the 
thorny issue of a voluntary quota for steel exports. Korea's steel exports tothe United 
States last year totaled 667 million dollars in value, up 58.4 percent vs. the 1982 
performances, and i,/728 tons in volume, up 62.7 percent. 


MINISTRY DENIES REPORT ON PHILIPPINES GENERAL 


SK250940 Seoul YONHAP in English 0656 GMT 25 Oct 84 


[Text] Seoul, Oct. 25 (YONHAP) -- The South Korean Foreign Ministry on Thursday denied a 
report that the Philippine Government was in contact with the Korean Government to 
appoint its controversial Armed Forces Chief. Gen. Fabian Ver, to serve as ambassador 

to Seoul. 


A Korean Foreign Ministry official dismissed the report as groundless, saying that the 
government has never been sounded out on the possible replacement of the current 
Philippine ambassador to Korea. 


NEWSWEEK reported in its latest issue that the Marcos regime has quietly approached a 
number of Asian countries with the idea of posting Ver abroad as an ambassador. The 
international news magazine quoted diplomatic sources as saying, "Indonesia evidently 
rebuffed the proposal, while Thailand and South Korea were said to be giving it serious 
consideration." 


FURTHER REPORTAGE ON VISIT BY TUNISIA'S MZALI 


Further on Talks With Chon 
SK260101 Seoul THE KOREA HERALD in English 26 Oct 84 p l 


[Text] President Chon Tu-hwan yesterday called for further promotion of capital, 
technological and managerial cooperation between developing and developed countries, 
This is the only way for developing nations to accelerate their cooperative economic 
relations, he said. In his meeting with Tunisian Prime Minister Mohamed Mzali at 
Chongwadae, the chief executive said there is a need for further strengthening of South- 
South cooperation among developing nations. 


Presidential spokesman Hwang Son-pil, quoted Chon as having told Mzali that he highly 
assesses Tunisia's leading role in seeking peaceful solutions to problems in the Middle 


East. 


Turning to Seoul-Tunis relations, President Chon said he expects that bilateral coopera- 
tion in various fields will be further expanded and that personnel exchanges wil | 
conducted in a more positive manner. 


The Tunisian prime minister told the president that he respects the brilliant « 
development Korea has thus far achieved amid aggressive threats from outside it 
borders. Mzali said he is sure that cooperation in various fields, particularly in 
political and economic sectors, will be further stepped up. 
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Before the talks, Chon decorated the visiting Tunisian leader with the Order of 
Diplomatic Service Merit, Grand Kwanghwa Medal. 


Earlier in the day, Mzli visited Prime Minister Chin Ui-chong at Chin's office and 
discussed ways to promote bilateral cooperation in diplomatic and economic fields. 
Premier Chin explained to his Tunisian counterpart the government's policy of seeking 
direct inter-Korean dialogue and asked for continued support from the North African 
nation for the Korean position in the international community. 


Premier Mzali said his country, under the leadership of President Habib Bourguiba, 
fully understands and will actively support Seoul's efforts to solve the Korean question 
peacefully. 


During the one-hour meeting at Chin's office, Chin thanked Mzali for Tunisia's support 
for Seoul's hosting of the 1988 Olympics, at Baden-Baden, West Germany, in 1981. The 
two premiers shared the view that Korea and Tunisia should expand existing economic 
ties, to make Korean-Tunisian relations an exemplary case of South-South cooperation. 


The Tunisian premier asked that Korea import more goods, including phosphate ore, from 
his country to rectify the trade imbalance now in favor of Korea. They also expressed 
hope that the proposed joint-venture companies to manufacture textiles, steel products, 
ships and other commodities will be established. 


Premier Chin said at a dinner he hosted in Mzali's honor, that the Korean government will 
do its utmost to maintain peace on the Korean peninsulam, whichis directly linked 
to that of Northeast Asia and other parts of the world. 


Mzali said he appreciates the Korean Government for supporting the efforts to seek 
afair solution to the Palestinian problem. 


Mzali Assesses Visit 


SK260920 Seoul YONHAP in English 0843 GMT 26 Oct 84 


[Text] Seoul, Oct. 26 (OANA-YONHAP) -- Tunisian Prime Minister Mohamed Mzali described 
the results of his three-day official visit here as "affirmative through not spectacular.' 


In a press conference held prior to his departure, Mzali said that his visit, the 

first of a Tunisian prime minister, was successful in that the South Korea and agreed 

to further strengthen bilateral ties and in that agreements for joint venture investments 
were concluded between private companies of the two countries. 


Mzali expressed his hope that bilateral cooperation between Korea and the African 
nation would be an "example" of South-South cooperation. He further explained that 
the private industries of the two countries have concluded agreements on joint invest- 
ment to construct steel mills and textile factories in Tunisia not only for Tunisia's 
domestic demand but also for export. 


In addition, the Korean shipbuilding industry agreed to support Tunisia's shipbuilding 
for patrol boats and to provide technical assistance for the African country's own 


shipbuilding industry, he said. 
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Praia ‘ig 4 echnical standards of Kc can industries as almost close to those of the 
advanced countries, Mzali said the cooperation between Korea and Tunisia will be 
successful and beneficial to each country, particularly for Korean inroads into 
Third World countries. Mzali also emphasized the need for more brisk personnel 


exchange betrreen the two countries for closer cooperation. 


In regard to the 1988 Seoul Olympic Games, Mzali who is concurrently a member of the 
International Olympic Committee (IOC) said he has had censured any boycott of 

the Olympic Games for political reasons since he was elected an IOC member in 

1965. He said he will censure any boycott of the Seoul Olympics depsite "any threat." 
Mzali said Seoul's newly dedicated Olympic stadium and other sports facilities, 

which he toured with Seoul Olympic Organizing Committee President No Tae-u during 

his stay, were "almost perfect."' In terms of Seoul's facilities and organziing capabi- 
lity, he said, Seoul is able tohold the olympics even before 1988. 


REPORTAGE ON STUDENT DEMONSTRATIONS , AFTERMATH 


Police Withdraw from SNU 
SK251342 Seoul Domestic Service in Korean 1200 GMT 25 Oct 84 


[Text] The police have completely withdrawn from Seoul National University [SNU] 
tonight after having been stationed there for 2 days. The withdrawal of the police 
was carried out in accordance with the request of SNU President Yi Hyon-chae, who 
noted that there is no need for the police to remain at the school because the 
mid-term examination had ended at 1845 and peace was restored at the school. 


President Yi Hyon-chae discussed the issue of withdrawal of the police at a meeting 

of deans and directors and made a final decision at a meeting of school officials above 
the rank of department director, which began at 1230. He notified the police of his 
decision. 


In accordance with his request, the police began to withdraw from 1950, and completed 
the withdrawal in 30 minutes. The police retreated from SNU tonight, boarding some 

80 police buses led by a police jeep, with the license number "Seoul 3-Ma 4685.” 
Thus, the police retreated after having been deployed at SNU for 38 hours. It has been 
learned that the police who retreated from SNU will not all return to their original 
police stations. Rather, some of them will be deployedinthe streets leading to SNU, 
including Pongchon and Sillim Streets, and will play a role in preventing some 
radical students from engaging in instigation and staging demonstrations. Some 

6,000 police men, comprising 40 companies, were deployed inside SNU at 0600 yesterday 
in accordance with a request by President Yi Hyon-chae, and remained there for 

2 days. They played a role in preventing some of the students from carrying out 
organizational maneuvers to hinder and boycott the [midterm] examination. 


SNU President Yi Hyon-chae issued a statement today calling on all people of SNU 
to stand at the forefront in creating an atmosphere conducive to study, with a new 
determination, following the withdrawal of the police. 


In the statement, President Yi noted that all the people of SNU should, above all, 
overcome the crisis in SNU, transcending their positions and feelings. He further 
asked all students to participate in creating an atmosphere conducive to study 
with a renwewed determination and to do their utmost to recover their spiritual 
order and the order of the common body of the school. 
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President Yi also noted that at a time when the midterm examination has ended and the 
ordinary classes are to begin, ail students should actively respond to the efforts of 
the professors who are striving to recover campus order and normalize studies, fully 
appreciating the sense of crisis. 


President Yi revealed that although SNU suffered a temporary pain, the school has not 
abandoned the will to achieve autonomy, but will make more active efforts to consolidate 
autonomy. 


Police Chief Comments 
SK251414 Seoul Domestic Service in Korean 1200 GMT 25 Oct 84 


[Text] Kang Min-chang, director-general of the Seoul Metropolitan Police, issued a state- 
ment on the withdrawal of the police from Seoul National University [SNU]. In the state- 
ment, he noted that he decided to withdraw all the police forces tonight in accordance 
with the request of the SNU president and because the campus atmosphere at SNU took a 

turn for the better. 


Director-general Kang Min-chang said, in his statement, that the policemen did not c: use 
any inconvenience to the activities of students and school officials while they were 
carrying out their mission; they accomplished this by directing their attention only to 
preventing some radical students from hindering the examination, thus striving to main- 
tain campus order. He thanked the people concerned for their cooperation, which 
enabled the policemen to fulfill their mission without any trouble. 


Director-General Kang said that the police arraigned 202 radical students who hindered 
the innocent students from taking examinations or disturbed the atmosphere of examina- 
tions by kicking off a row and who did not obey police orders to disperse. He added, 
however, that the police will release all of them to their parents and the school 
authorities within the day, after investigation. 


SNU Head Resignation Demanded 


SK260040 Seoul THE KOREA TIMES in English 26 Oct 84 p 8 


[Text] About 1,500 students of Seoul National University held a protest rally demanding 
the withdrawal of police forces and the resignation of university president Yi Hyon-chae. 
The protest was held from about 1 p.m. and lasted for about two hours until they were 
dispersed. Students in twos and threes began gathering in front of the library. Then, 
many students loitering in the foyers of the library came to the library yard for the 
rally. 


Police force on the campus responded quickly by closing in on the protesting students. 
In the process, there were no major scuffles between the students and police force. 

It was learned that some of the students were rounded up as they tenaciously refused 

to break up. They were soon released. The police force was called into the campus to 
restore campus order so that students can take mid-term exam free of obstruction by some 
radical exam boycotters. The midterm exam ended yesterday. 


SNU Not To Ban Clubs 
SK260053 Seoul THE KOREA HERALD in English 26 Oct 84 p 8 


[Text] Seoul National University yesterday reversed its plan to suspend activities of 
student clubs in an attempt to avoid "unnecessary friction with students and to guarantee 


student activities as much as possible." 


IV. 26 Oct 84 E 7 SOUTH KOREA 


The university closed the student defense corps office and rooms of student clubs and 

other societies at college buildings in the morning. However, it decided to scrap the 
plan following ~ faculty meeting late in the afternoon. A university source said ban- 
ning such activities was not necessary as police troops had moved out of the campus. 


It was learned that the professors also decided to actively persuade student activists 
to cooperate with the university efforts to bring an academic atmosphere back to the 
campus. The campus seemed to be more quiet as the policemen left the campus in the 
evening and the night settled in. 


The tense but quiet mood was temporarily marred in the afternoon when some 2,000 students 
staged demonstrations in the plaza close to the university library and other places on 
the campus for about two hours beginning around 1:20 p.m. yesterday. 


The sporadic demonstrations were conducted almost simultaneously before the presence of 
police forces who moved onto the school campus to help restore an academic climate 
Wednesday at the request of university authorities. Protesters demanded the withdrawal 
of police personnel from the school and resignation of the university president, Yi 
Hyon-chae. 


An estimated 300 students who gathered in the plaza in front of the library marched 
toward the education college building, and 290 others staged a sit-in at a place near 
the humanities college building chanting antigovernment slogans. Police dispersed most 
of the students but some of them continued a sit-in. 


The demonstration quickly spread to six other places on the vast university grounds on 
the outskirts of Seoul. Nam Se-chin, the university's student affairs dean, implored 
the demonstrators to cooperate in restoring campus order and to disperse around 2:30 
p.m., but the protesters turned down the proposal and continued their sit-in. 


Combat policemen and plainclothesmen tightly surrounded the protesters and picked 
students one by one from their ranks and forced them to ride in three buses. Police led 
202 students away for questioning, but later released them after giving admonitions. 
Minor scuffles were reported between police troops and students but there was no throw- 
ing of rocks by students or firing of tear gas by police. Police personnel were ordered 
not to use physical violence when trying to disperse students. Kim Chong-ung, first 
deputy director general of the Seoul Metropolitan Police Headquarters, and An Hui-sang, 
second deputy director general of the same police headquarters, visited the university 
president around 4:20 p.m. and informed him of the release of the students whom police 
had led away. 


GARMENT WORKERS IN SEOUL STAGE DEMONSTRATION 


SK260039 Seoul THE KOREA TIMES in English 26 Oct 84 p 8 


[Text] About 100 employes of the Daewoo Apparel Co. are staging a sit-in at the build- 
ing of the Federation of Korean Trade Unions in Yoido, demanding pay raises. Daewoo 
Apparel is a subsidiary of the Daewoo group. 


The employes also requested the garment maker to re-employ laid-off workers and halt 
the oppression of union activities. Kim Ok-nyon, president of the company, visited the 
FKTU building yesterday afternoon and is reportedly negotiating with the demonstrators 
over the working conditions. The workers pushed their way into the FKTU building in 
defiance of the guards’ restraints at around 8:30 a.m. 
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DELEGATION DEPARTS FOR HAVANA CEMA MEETING 


BK251345 Vientiane KPL in English 0906 GMT 25 Oct 84 


[Text] Vientiane, October 25 (OANA-KPL) -- A governmental! delegation of the Lao PDR 
led by Secretariat member of the party CC, vice-chairman of the State Planning 
Committee Sali Vongkhamsao, left here yesterduy for Cuba. The delegation is to attend, 
as observer, the 39th meeting of the Council for Mutual Economic Assistance of the 
socialist countries to be held in Havana from Oct 29 to 31. 


Bidding farewell to the delegation at Wattai Airport were Gen. Sisavat Keobounphan, 
Secretariat member of the party CC, minister of interior, and other officials. 

V. Sobchenko and M.U. Vazquez, Soviet and Cuban ambassadors to Laos respectively, 
were also on hand. 


VIENTIANE CITES VILLAGER ON THAI EXPERIENCE 


BK241604 Vientiane Domestic Service in Lao 1400 GMT 20 Oct 84 


[Text] Thao Sengchan is a Lao citizen who used to live in the three villages of Ban 
Mai, Ban Kang, and Ban Savang, Paklai District, Sayaboury Province. After: the three 
villages were occupied by the Thai ultrarightist reactionaries, the local inhabitants 
of these villages were evacuated by force to Thai territory. Thao Sengchanwas one of 
the 40 young men press-ganged by the Thai ultrarightists to stage a farce in Bangkok 
to deceive public opinion. Fed up with and unable to tolerate the oppression, intimida- 
tion, and exploitation by the Thai ultrarightist reactionaries, on 13 October, Thao 
Sengchan decided to flee to his native land together with some 50 families comprising 
over 100 villagers from the three villages. In his interview with our national 

radio correspondent, Thao Sengchan said: 


[Begin recording] After seizing the three villages of Ban Mai, Ban Kang, and Ban 
Savang, they gathered a number of youths from these villages to receive a 15-day 
training program at Ban Bo Bia village. These youths were trained in military 
tactics and combat strategies. The objective of their program was to use these 

40 men as a core in the three villages to provide further training and to consolidate 
other young men under their command in carrying out patrol and put'ic security 
duties in the villages. Their intention is to. use these villagers to.fight against 
our Lao Armed Forces. This is to use Lao to kill Lao. After completion of the 15-day 
training program, these men were taken to Bangkok on a sight-seeing tour for 5 days. 
During their stay in Bangkok, they were ‘taken to tour several places and to meet 
General Athit Kamlang-ek at his command headquarters. During the call, Gen Athit 
Kamlang-ek said that the three villages of Ban Mai, Ban Kang, and Ban Savang belong 
to Thailand and that no enemy would be allowed to occupy them. He assured that the 
villages were 100 percent under Thai Administration. The general also stressed 

that the 40 village defense volunteers must obey his orders and instructors.. 

[end recording] 


SALI VONGKHAMSAO CHAIRS CENSUS MEETING 


BK241439 Vientiane KPL in English 0909 GMT 24 Oct 84 


[Text] Vientiane, October 24 (OANA-KPL) -- The leading committee of the national 

population census held here yesterday a conference to review the work done in the 
first base of the national population census. The conference was chaired by Sali 

Vongkhamsao, Secretariat member of the party CC, vice-chairman of the Council 

of Ministers, and president of the State Planning Committee. A future action plan 
was also studied by the conferees. 
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SOURCE CLAIM LAO TROOPS IN DISPUTED VILLAGES 


BK261036 Bangkok SIAM RAT in Thai 25 Oct 84 pp 1, 12 


[Text] Military sources told SIAM RAT that on 17 October, Laos sent a number of troops 
to the three disputed villages -- Ban Sawang, Ban Klang, and Ban Mai -- in Ban Khok 
subdistrict of Uttaradit Province after Thailand decided on 13 October to reroute the 
road to be constructed in that area. The report said that the exact number of Lao troops 
is unknown. However, it is believed that the Lao troops are still in the area. The 
Foreign Ministry has reported the presence of the Lao troops in the disputed area to 

the Thai representative at tne United Nations. 


A source said: "Our policy is that the problem must be solved through peaceful means 
provided Laos does not send its troops into the area. If they send troops there, they 
are liars." He said that Thailand would probably not protest the presence of Lao troops, 
which indicates that Laos has no intention of settling the dispute through peaceful means 
and has failed to reciprocate Thailand's proposal. 


Another military source revealed that some 100 Lao civilians have also moved into the 
villages. The Lao troops and civilians are still in the villages. He said: "We have 
already informed the Foreign Ministry." 


SITTHI SPEAKS ON MEETING WITH NEW SOVIET ENVOY 


BK260905 Bangkok BANGKOK WORLD in English 26 Oct 84 p 32 


[Text] The Soviet Union, three days after Thailand won a seat on the United Nations 
Security Council, has called for more exchanges between the two countries, Foreign 
Minister Sitthi Sawetsila said today. 


Addressing a press conference, ACM [Air Chief Marshal] Sitthi said the call came from 
Soviet Ambassador-designate Valentin Petrovich Kasatkin during a meeting with him 
yesterday. ACM Sitthi said he welcomed the stand of the new Soviet envoy, due to 
present his credentials next Tuesday. 


Thailand had made a lot of new friends since it was named to the UN Council but it 
would keep its old friends, he said. According to the minister, the Soviet envoy said 
he hoped to have more consultations and exchanges of views with Thai officials during 
his term. 


The Soviet envoy hailed as a positive move Permanent Secretary of State Asa Sarasin's 
recent visit to Moscow during which he conferred with Soviet Deputy Foreign Minister 
Mikhail Kapitsa, ACM Sitthi said. The envoy said he hoped the dialogue would continue 
with more exchanges between the two countries, ACM Sitthi added. 


The Soviet envoy spoke of upcoming exchanges of presidents of Parliament, a planned 
football match between the two countries’ national teams and a scheduled visit to 
Bangkok of the Bolshoy Ballet next year. 


Mr Asa paid visits to the Soviet Union, Britain, India and France as part of an 
attempt to ensure Thailand's nomination to the UN Council. 
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PHICHAI PREPARFS FOR JAPANESE TRADE TALKS 


BK250214 Bangkok BANGKOK POST in English 25 Oct 84 p 1 


[Text] Deputy Prime Minister Phichai Rattakun wil! lead a delegation to Japan in December 
to discuss the trade imbalance. Mr Phichai said the visit will be part of a three-nation 
tour from December 11-24 which will include stops in North Korea and China. 


The deputy prime minister, head of a government-appointed committee solve the Thai-Japan 
trade imbalance problem, has begun gathering information to prepare his delegation for 
the talks. Board of Investment Deputy Secretary-General Sathapon Kawitanon and Business 
Economics Department Director-General Prayun Thaloengsi were invited yesterday to brief 
him about transactions between the two countries. Mr Phichai said he has begun contact- 
ing Bangkok-based Japanese firms and embassy officials for information. "We should know 
well in advance what we want to talk to them about," he said. 


Solving the Thai-Japanese trade deficit could not be done only by asking the country's 
trade partners to buy more Thai products or cut import tariffs, he said. Even if the 
Japanese agreed to do so, the benefit from the move would still be minimal when compared 
to the huge income Japan reaped from Thailand by flooding the local market with Japanese 
cars, he added. 


"We have to tackle the problem at the root cause," he said, referring to a number of trade 
agreements which he said had put Thailand at a disadvantage. He gave the example of an 
agreement in which the Japanese helped provide production equipment, but on condition 

that the goods produced be sold only in the domestic market. This agreement, he said, 

was made more than a decade ago and should be amended as it was unfair to Thailand since 
it was unable to export the products. Mr Phichai noted, however, that the reduction of 
the Thai-Japan trade gap would have to be done gradually. Thailand could not expect to 
drastically cut the trade deficit overnight as it was impossible. However, the trade 
imbalance must be rectified, "and we have information which could help bring this about," 


he said. 


MEDICAL COMMITTEE STATEMENT ON PREM'S HEALTH 


BK251318 Bangkok Domestic Service in Thai 1200 GMT 25 Oct 84 


[25 October statement by the medical committee on Prime Minister General Prem Tinsulanon's 
health -- read by announcer] 


[Text] While resting at his residence from 12-25 October, Prime Minister General Prem 
Tinsulanon continued to feel better. He was able to exercise by walking longer distances 
everyday and rest and eat normally. 


The medical committee gave the prime minister another thorough medical checkup at Phra 
Mongkutkla Hospital on 25 October. The results of the checkup were satisfactory. Lung 
x-rays showed no presence of liquid. The medical committee has agreed that the prime 
minister's health has improved and has recommended a gradual increase in the extent of 
his exercise. Regarding his work, the medical committee deems it appropriate for the 
prime minister to do his work little by little at this beginning stage and to remain in 
Bangkok only since it is still necessary for him to be under close medical supervision. 


The public is hereby informed. 


[Signed] The Medical Committee. 
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POST on Prem's Checkup 
BK260219 Bangkok BANGKOK POST in English 26 Oct 84 p 1 


[Excerpts] Prime Minister Prem Tinsulanon was pronounced to be in satisfactory condi- 
tion after he underwent a 40-minute medical check-up at Phra Mongkutklao Hospital yesterday. 


Maj-Gen Ammarit said it was for Gen Prem to decide when to return to work but doctors 
recommended that he should work only about two hours a day without moving out of Bangkok. 
"We do not want him to go to the provinces because it would mean that he would have to 
spend at least one night ovtside Bangkok. Doctors .‘ould still be looking after him at 
this stage," Maj-Gen Ammarit added. Gen Prem was also allowed by the doctors to do more 
exercise. 


Meanwhile, government spokesman Trairong Suwankhiri told newsmen that Gen Prem will con- 
tinue to work at home for the time being. He said that photographers are now being 
allowed to take the premier's pictures through the open gates at his Sisao Thewet resi- 
dence. "If photographers continue to take pictures through the holes in the fence it will 
be difficult for the security team to differentiate between the real cameras and the fake 
ones. So we decided it would be better to allow photographers to take pictures of the 
premier freely through the opened gate," Dr Trairong said. However, no interviews are 
being permitted so far. 


UTHAI DEFENDS RIGHT TO CRITICIZE OFFICIALS 


BK230445 Bangkok BANGKOK POST in English 23 Oct 84 p 3 


[Text] House Speaker Uthai Phimchaichon defended the rights of politicians and the publc 
to criticise officials and government agencies yesterday as the Army filed its fifth 
libel writ against his deputy. Mr Uthai said it was not common practice in other coun- 
tries for authorities to file libel suits against critics. 


Declining to express an opinion on the Army's writs against Deputy Speaker Piyanat 
Watcharaphon, Mr Uthai said: "Not only politicians, but members of the public have the 
democratic right to criticise government agencies. And any agency, to my understanding, 
has a duty to correct the fault if the criticism is right. If it is not, then they 

should just explain the fact. They shouldn't file libel suits." ‘If this is not: the 
case," he said, "the Bangkok Metropolitan Administration [BMA] could sue all the newspapers 
in this country since they criticise the BMA the most. "But this is not done," Mr 

Uthai said. "All over the world, nobody does this." 


The Army's barrage of writs allege the Chat Thai MP for Sisaket raised the possibility 
that Prime Minister Gen Prem Tinsulanon could have been in custody during his stay in the 
Phra Mongkutklao Military Hospital this month. Mr Piyanat's statement came when the 

Army, rather than the Prime Minister's Office, announced that Gen Prem was going to hospi- 
tal. "Personally I was depressed to read the news about the law suits and I think the 
public feels the same way," said Mr Uthai. 


Deputy Chat Thai leader Dr Anuwat Watthanaphongsiri said the party leadership would meet 
soon to devise ways to help Mr Piyanat. Party Secretary-General Banhan Sinlapa-acha, who 
has clashed with Mr Piyanat on many issues in the past, earlier said the matter was 
personal and the party would not interfere. But Dr Anuwat said: "Mr Piyanat is a Chat 
Thai MP, so how can it be said that his matter has nothing to do with the party? We will 
meet to see what we could do to help him." Dr Anuwat said no action had been taken 
because party leader Maj-Gen Praman Adireksan and Mr Piyanat were abroad when the Army 


filed the suits. 
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NHAN DAN CRITICIZES U.S. GRENADA ACTION 


OW250815 Hanoi VNA in English 0736 GMT 25 Oct 84 


[Text] Hanoi VNA Oct. 25 -- Under the title "Grenada Calls for Vigilance and Struggle" 
the daily NHAN DAN today strongly condemns the U.S. military occupation of Grenada and 
reiterates the Vietnamese people's support for the just struggle of this Caribbean coun- 
try. The paper says "October 25, 1983 has gone down in history as yet another stain to 
the United States. The Grenade revolution was suppressed and repelled by the chieftain 
of imperialism. But the United States is far from being able to call itself the winner. 
The naked aggression has exposed all the more plainly to all nations in the world the 
dangerous and crafty nature of the U.S. warmongers, the international gendarme, It has, 
at the same time, served to enhance the vigilance of nations and their determination to 
fight." 


The paper goes on: "Contrary to Reagan's boast in his current election campaign, Grenada 
is being trampled under the iron heels of the U.S. aggressors. All the gains of the de- 
mocratic transformations under the administration of the late Prime Minister Maurice 
Bishop have been abolished." 


"The U.S. aggression of Grenada," NHAN DAN continues, "is the biggest American aggression 
in the post-Vietnam period. Today, the world people have seen that U.S, imperialism is 
the biggest force of subversion and the most dangerous enemy of national independence, 
democracy and peace." 


"However," the paper goes on, "the cruel acts of the U.S. have also revealed how much it 
is frightened before the growing revolutionary movement in Grenada, Latin America and 
the Caribbean region. Events in Grenada, the Caribbean region, the Near East and other 
places have proved beyond doubt that the U.S. imperialist are widely applying the most 
reactionary policy of state terrorism against the sacred rights of all nations." 


NHAN DAN concludes: "The struggle for peace, against the danger of nuclear war must be 
inseparably linked with the struggle to oppose the plans of aggression by imperialism, 

to abolish all regional hot beds of war, ensure the safety of the socialist community, 
and in support of the movement for national independence and social progress in all parts 


of our planet." 


HANOI REPORTS ON PRC 'PROVOCATIONS' SINCE APRIL 


OW260426 Hanoi International Service in Mandarin 1130 GMT 25 Oct 84 


[Excerpts] Since early Arpil, the Chinese reactionary clique has intensified its destruc- 
tive war against Vietnam's six northern provinces. In intensifying their armed provoca- 
tions, the Chinese troops fired tens of thousands of shells to sabotage border inhabi- 
tants’ normal life and production. The Chinese authorities also dispatched troops in 
companies and platoons to attack and occupy some Vietnamese highlands. On 19-20 August, 

a company of Chinese troops attacked Xuat Le village, Cao Loc District, and (San Jia) 
village, Loc Binh District, and intruded about 500-1,000 meters inside Vietnamese terri- 


cory. 


The Vietnamese people and armed forces in those two districts promptly intercepted and 
smashed the Chinese intruders. The enemy forces filed helter-skelter, leaving behind 
their dead or wounded companions. Besides indiscriminately shelling and strafing, the 
Chinese side also perpetrated malicious psychological warfare against Vietnam. 
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(Lang Wenjie), haad of Loc Binh District, told reporters: During harvest time for late 
rice, China staged arned provocations along the border in order to disrupt late rice 
production. At the same time, China also used economic measures to lure border inhabi- 
tants. They opened market towns aloug the border to convenience border inhabitants with 
comuodity supplies. 


They also used loudspeakers to villify the Vietnamese leaders and the CPV, and dissemi- 
nated pamphlets to smear the Vietnamese institutions and distort the VPC's policies 
and line. Moreover, they waged espionage warfare and dispatched spies to carry out 
sabotage activities in Vietnam. 


NGUYEN HUU THO RECEIVES OUTSOING GUINEAN ENVOY 


OW251720 Hanoi VNA in English 1553 GMT 25 Oct 84 


[Text] Hanoi VNA Oct. 25 -- Nguyen Huu Tho, vice president of the State Council, today 
received Koikoy Gravogui, ambassador extraordinary and plenipotentiary of the Republic 
of Guinea, on a leave-taking call before concluding his term of office in Vietnam. 
Nguyen Huu Tho had a cordial talk with the Guinean Ambassador. 


Le Trang, acting director of the office of the National Assembly and of the Council of 
State attended the reception. 


FLOODS DESTROY 1OTH-MONTH CROPS IN KIEN GIANG 
BK261006 Hanoi Domestic Service in Vietnamese 0500 GMT 24 Oct 84 


[Text] Heavy downpours, water from the Mekong River, and several high tidal waves have 
caused flooding of ricefields in Hong Dat and Tan Hiep Districts and Rach Gia city in 
Kien Giang Province. 


According to initial sttistics, from 20 September to 15 October, 24,832 hectares of rice 
including 11,394 hectares of summer-fall rice were damaged by flash floods which also 
completely destroyed the early 1Oth-month rice crop and wiped out more than 1,000 
hectares of subsidiary food crops, industrial plants, and fruit trees. 


The provincial party and people's committees promptly instructed the localities 
threatened by waterlogging to actively prepare to combat flash floods and to overcome 
their consequences. The districts in the inundated areas mobilized laborers to urgently 
and completely harvest more than 30,000 hectares of ripened summer-fall rice before the 
flood water arrived. Various sectors and other districts sent as aid to the flood- 
stricken districts hundreds of metric tons of grain and rice seeds, 340,000 dong worth 
of medicine, 900 planks for the building of boat seats, and 650 sampans to serve as a 
means of transportation for the people. They also helped cure 2,000 head of cattle of 


pasteure’ losis. 


By mid-October, flood water Had receded. Tan Hiep, Hon Dat, and Ha \tien Districts and 
Rach Gia city are urgently preparing draft power, seeds, and fertilizers to satisfactor- 
ily begin the forthcoming winter-spring production season. 
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AUSTRALIA 


HAYDEN INTERVIEWED ON ROLE IN SECURITY COUNCIL 


BK231425 Melbourne Overseas Service in English 1110 GMT 23 Oct 84 


[From the "Australian Insight" program moderated by Margaret Jallow] 


[Tex] Australia has been elected to a temporary vacancy on the United Nations Security 
Council and will take up its seat at the beginning of next year. The foreign minister, 
Mr Bill Hayden, believes Australia could become a valuable, pragmatic, and mediating 
(?force) to the superpowers as a member of the Security Council. 


Mr Hayden told (John Highfield) that the Australian delegates would be instructed to 
follow social democratic principles, particularly when the larger permanent members of 
the Security Council try to join forces against less powerful nations for domestic 
political advantage. 


[Begin recording] [Hayden] I believe Australia has an important role to contribute 
internationally. We have a government in power in Australia -- a democratic socialist 
government -- which as such is concerned to maximize efforts to bring about peace in 

the world, to resolve disputes when they occur, to try to head off tensions. We are not 
pretending to have a monopoly on these things, of course, but we do have a very deep 
concern historically. 


Our position on the Security Council will allow us to make concrete contributions in 
those areas on such matters when they arise. Secondly and very importantly, it will 
further add to our stature that we're playing a leading role in such international 
matters, and that is very important to this country. Australia does have an extra- 
ordinarily high level of influence internationally, much larger than one would expect 
given the size of this country. It comes from a number of reasons which reflect very 
much to the credit of ordinary Australians and how they're seen in the rest of the 
world, this [words indistinct]. 


[(Highfield)] Will it open any doors to us that we formerly closed? 


[Hayden] Not so much open doors to us| formerly closed, but it will require people to 
listen more attentively to what we have to say and what in fact we decide: I think we 
should also look at the other side of the [word indistinct], and then we will see that 
there are some disadvantages which as a matter of discharging more responsibility we 
nonetheless have to confront. 


[(Highfield)] You're thinking of a situation when we might come up against the United 
States in a different point of view within che Security Council? 


[Hayden] Well, first of all if (?there's one thing), it's the Middle East, which 
perenially is a cause of concern in the Security Council. It may well be that we have 
some sort of difference as a result of making decisions about an issue that flares up 
there. Some sort of difference with one or a range of countries. Incidentally, if 
there are great power -- superpower -- backers behind such countries we may have some 
differences with them. In short, we are a moral people, we have to make a choice as a 
result of being moral people, we should not shirk the responsibility of doing so. 
There's no point in being on the Security Council if being a lame duck, or worse a dumb 
duck. One has to make decisious, one has a moral responsibility. It will be quite 
alien to the traditions of democratic socialist parties, especially the Labor Party, 
to flinch when difficult decisions have to be made, that should be made, in the 
interests of mankind. 
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[ (Highfield) ] In terms of the region, and in a more special interest in Kampuchea, 
something which you've been pursuing for quite a time now, does this seat on the 
Security Council mean that Australia's perception of the resolution on Kampuchea 
could be more advanced, perhaps if not directly at least indirectly, through the 
forums which we will come available to? 


[Hayden] I have larger doubts about that. Indochina countries especially Vietnam, 
repudiate the UN. They claim that the UN in its various fora has been prejudiced 
against understanding fairly of the circumstances which have affected the develop- 
ments there, has been prejudiced against the Indochina countries, in particular 
Vietnam. They go back even earlier than present circumstances [words indistinct] 
the time of the war in Vietnam, the UN was completely useless, 


{[(Highfield)] But Australia's presence on the Security Council can't do any harm 
in terms of prestige in the area? 


[Hayden] It can't, but I frankly can't see this issue coming before the Security 
Council unless of course we had a major confrontation or major conflict across the 
borders between one of Indochina countries and one of its neighbors. At this point 

I can't see that, but there are circumstances where it could happen. It happened 

in 1979 when the Chinese declared they would teach the Vietnamese a lesson, then there 
have been moderate buildups of Thai and Vietnamese forces on the Kampuchean border 
confronting one another at particular points of stress. So the possibility is 

always there, but unlikely and how effective we would be in that situation would very 
much be determined by the willingness of the countries, say like Vietnam, to accept 
the role of the Security Council. [end recording] 


BRITISH OFFICIAL ON NUCLEAR SHIPS POLICY 


BK240218 Melbourne Overseas Service in English 1110 GMT 23 Oct 84 
[From "Australian Insight" program moderated by Margaret Jallow] 


[Text] A royal commission of inquiry has been sitting in Australia since the beginning 
of this month investigating nuclear tests carried out in Australia by the British 
Government in the 1950's. Evidence has been given by aborigines who claim the tests 
led directly and indirectly to the death and illness of aboriginal people in numbers 
still unknown; successive witnesses have recounted horror stories of a lack of 

safety precautions — evidence that has not been welcomed by the British Government. 
But a visiting British minister has now said that the government in London will 
cooperate with the commission, From Canberra, John Lombard reports: 


The deputy British foreign minister, the Baroness Young, has been in Australia as 
part of her first visit to this region. Lady Young has been to New Zealand, and 
last week she attended the South Pacific conference in Noumea. In Canberra, she has 
had talks with the foreign minister, Mr Bill Hayden; the attorney general, Senator 
Gareth Evans; the leader of the opposition, Mr Andrew Peacock; and officials from 
the Department of Foreign Affairs. 


Before Lady Young came to Australia, she spoke in an *nterview in London about the 
need for countries of the South Pacific region to join together in a regional 
security grouping. They were comments not particularly well received in Canberra 
because of course there is already the protection of ANZUS. The defense alliance 
has linked Australia, New Zealand, and the United States. But ANZUS has been a 
controversial defense pact since the election of a Labor government in New Zealand 
because the new prime minister, Mr David Lange, has said New Zea’and will not allow 
nuclear-powered or nuclear-armed ships to visit New Zealand ports. 
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Lady Young was asked about this issue at a news conference in Canberra: 


[Begin Young recording] When I was in New Zealand, I did of course discuss the matter 
of the ANZUS treaty and ships' visit. This agin -- the policy of ships visit to New 
Zealand -- is of course a matter for New Zealand Government which they are still 
considering. But I did say that it would be a matter of great regret to Britain if 
British naval ships were unable to visit New Zealand. [end recording] 


Lady Young's comments have introduced a slightly different element in the debate 
because up to now the dispute over the access of nuclear ships has been conducted 
largely between New Zealand and the United States Governinent. But Lady Young made it 
clear that Britain too was opposed to the New Zealand policy. And a British High 
Commission spokesman confirmed that like the Americans, the British Government 
would also never reveal whether or not any of its warships was nuclear-armed. 


Lady Young also revealed that she has used her visit to Australia to discuss the 
issue of the royal commission investigating British nuclear tests in Australia in 
the 1950's. She spoke about it both to Mr Hayden and to Senator Evans, and she 
announced to a news conference that the British Government had now agreed to welcome 
a visit to London by the royal commission and that documents on the test be made 
available to it. 


[Begin Young recording] The British Government has said that it does -- I said right 
from the beginning -- that it is going to cooperate fully with the royal commission 
end its work. And this is the view that we have taken quite consistently. We have 
already indicated that the number of the allegations that have been made are not true, 
but of course we wish to see the royal commission which has been established by the 
Australian Government -- we wish to see -- to cooperate with its feelings, and we 
shall of course make our views known. [end recording] 


SECURITY BODY ORDERED TO DOWNGRADE SURVEILLANCE 


BK241235 Melbourne Overseas Service in English 0430 GMT 24 Oct 84 


[Text] The federal attorney general, Senator Evans, has confirmed that the Australian 
Security Intelligence Organization [ASIO] has been told to downgrade its surveillance 
of certain political organizations. However Senator Evans said the directive applied 
only to groups which had no known potential for political violence. 


Speaking in Hobart, the federal attorney general said there was no foundation to a 
suggestion by Tasmania Liberal Senator Michael Townley that there had been a deliberate 
downgrading of surveillance of groups which might engage in terrorist acts. Senator 
Evans said there was no question of downgrading ASIO's role in combatting terrorism. 

He said there would be continuing cooperation between ASIO and the Australian Federal 
Police to ensure that appropriate security was provided for senior politicians in the 
current federal election campaign. 
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MOKHTAR PROPOSES DIRECT SRV, SIHANOUK TALKS 


BK260836 Jakarta Domestic Service in Indonesian 0700 GMT 26 Oct 84 


[Text] Foreign Minister Mokhtar Kusumaatmuja said that ASEAN foreign ministers have 
agreed that it would be preferable for Vietnam to hold direct talks with Prince 
Sihanouk, leader of the Kampuchean coalition, to solve the Kampuchean problem. The 
Kampuchean leader's authority is increasing, and he has received international recog- 
nition. Minister Mokhtar stated this to newsmen during his weekly press conference. 
He said that allowing Vietnam to talk directly with Sihanouk does not mean that ASEAN 
no longer has anything to do with efforts to seek a settlement of the Kampuchean 
issue. The ASEAN formula for settling the issue remains unchanged. 


Touching on the possibility of holding talks between the Kampuchean coalition led by 
Sihanouk and the Vietnamese—backed Heng Samrin regime, the minister said that it is 
something that can be done. The solution of the Kampuchean problem in fact depends 
on the Kampuchean people themselves, while ASEAN and other parties are just acting as 
helpers. 


Minister Mokhtar confirmed reports that during his recent stay in New York, the 
Vietnamese foreign minister proposed that Vietnam hold talks with Indonesia, which will 
be acting on behalf of ASEAN, to discuss the settlement of the Kampuchean problem. 

The ASEAN foreign ministers have not yet given their comments on the proposal. Foreign 
Minister Mokhtar Kusumaatmaja will leave for Port Moresby tomorrow morning to sign a 
basic agreement on Indonesia-Papua New Guinea cooperation along their common border. 


TRADE MINISTER MEETS VISITING POLISH DELEGATION 


BK241329 Jakarta International Service in English 0800 GMT 24 Oct 84 


[Text] Minister of Trade Rakhmat Saleh received the visiting Polish trade delegation 
headed by Ryszard Dobrowolski at the Trade Department in Jakarta yesterday. On the 
occasion, Minister Rakhmat Saleh and the Polish delegation discussed the stepping up of 
trade between Poland and Indonesia. During the meeting the minister expressed the hope 
that Poland exports not only traditional commodities from Indonesia such as rubber and 
coffee but also nontraditional products such as textiles, plywood, and other industrial 
products. 


The head of the Polish delegation stated [words indistinct] to buy Indonesia's 
industrial products, but he also hoped that Indonesia would also buy capital goods 
such as industrial equipment from his country. The Polish trade mission arrived in 
Jakarta on October 22 for a 5-day visit to Indonesia. Before leaving the country, 
the Polish delegation will meet Minister of Finance Radius Prawiro and inspect the 
Pulogadung industrial estate in Jakarta. 


MUNAWIR ON COUNCIL OF ULEMAS, TANJUNGPRIOK RIOT 


BK201116 Jakarta Domestic Service in Indonesian 0600 GMT 20 Oct 84 


[Excerpt] Religious Affairs Minister Munawir Syadzali has deemed it necessary to 
enhance the quality of the Indonesian Council of Ulemas in keeping with increasing 
challenges. Minister Munawir Syadzali was speaking to newsmen following his call on 
President Suharto at the Bina Graha Presidential Office today. The minister disagreed 
with the assertion that the Indonesian Council of Ulemas is a directorate of the 
Religious Affairs Department. On the dakwah [Islamaic missionary activities], the 
religious affairs minister made it clear that there is no restriction or prior per- 
mission as long as it is relevant and not misused for other interests. Minister 
Munawir Syadzali reported to President Suharto the results of his visits to East Java, 
Central Java, the Yogyakarta Special Region, Metropolitan Jakarta, Jambi, the Aceh 
Special Region, and North Sumatera to explain the Tanjungpriok incident. 
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CONCLUSION OF 2D AGRAVA BOARD REPORT ISSUED 
HK251406 Manila BULLETIN TODAY in English 25 Oct 84 pp 12-15, 22-23 


["Lext of the conclusion" of the report on the Aquino assassination by Agrava board members 
Dante G. Santos, Dr Amado Dizon, Ernesto Herrera, and Luciano Salazar submitted to 
President Ferdinand Marcos on 24 October -- capitalized passages published in boldface] 


[fext] It is against the background of the facts above detailed that we now address 
ourselves to the principal questions which it is this board's mission to answer. 


First. Who was it who shot and killed ex-Senator Benigno Aquino Jr.? Where was he 
shot? Was it Rolando Galman who did it, in the manner described in the common narratives 
of the AVSECOM [Aviation Security Command] witnesses, or was it somebody else? 


Second. What was the weapon used in the slaying of Senator Aquino? Was it the Smith and 
Wesson .35/7 Magnum revolver, bearing serial No. K919079, marked Exhibit 65 in these 
proceedings? 


Third. Is the ubiquitous hand of the NPA-CPP [Communist Party of the Philippines] 
perceivable in the events that unfolded at the tarmac at noon of the tragic day, 
August 21, 1983? 


Fourth. On the other hand, if negative answers should be dictated by the evidence, then 
who was the killer, and how and why did he do it? 


Fifth. In any event, whichever it was who performed the dastardly execution, was he 
acting alone or in conspiracy with others; and, in the affirmative case, who are the 
co-conspirators? 


Answers to this queries have been given by Maj. Gen. Prospero A. Olivas, the chief 
investigating officer designated by the chief of staff to direct and oversee the official 
police inquiry into the Aquino assassination. Gen. Olivas' conclusions are contained in 
the final report submitted to us bearing the date of December 19, 1983, and entitled 
"Investigation Report on the Death of Ex-Senator Benigno S. Aquino, Jr." (Exh. 438). 

His conclusions are somehow or other interwoven into the testimony of the officers and 
men who were tasked to accord Senator Aquino security in the light of discovered threats 
against his life. 


As regards the first and second questions, who shot and killed Senator Aquino, and what 
was the weapon used, Gen. Olivas' official affirmation is that -- 


".,.interlocking testimonial and scientifically proven pieces of evidence sustained the 
conclusion that ROLANDO GALMAN Y DAWANG killed Ex-Senator BENIGNO S. AQUINO JR. on 

Aug. 21, 1983 at the MIA [Manila International Airport], using the revolver, Smith and 
Wesson, Caliber .357 Magnum, with Serial No. K919079, which was retrieved by Sgt. 
ARNULFO DE MESA." (p. 33, Olivas Report, Exh. 438). 


The cited foundations for these conclusions are to repeat, (1) the "interlocking testi- 
monial evidence" -- the reference being to the testimonies of Sgt. Tomas Fernandez 

(p. 26, Exh. 438), Sgt. Rolando De Guzman (p. 27, Olivas Report, Exh. 438), Capt. 
Llewelyn Kavinta (p. 28, id.), C1C [Constable lst Class] Mario Lazaga (id.), Msgt. Pablo 
Martinez (p. 29, id.), Sgt. Arnulfo De Mesa (id.), C1C Rogelio Moreno (p. 31, id.), 

Mr. Jose Orias (p. 33, id.); and (2) "scientifically proven pieces of evidence" -- the 
reference being to -- "Laboratory examination (which) showed that the evidence firearm 
had been fired recently" (Annex T-31, NBI [National Bureau of Investigation] Chemistry 


Report No. C-83-867). 


IV. 26 Oct 84 P 2 PHILIPPINES 


SPECTOGRAPHIC EXAMINATIONS FURTHER REVEALE) THAT THE LEAD FRAGMENT OF A BULLET RECOVERED 
FROM THE HEAD OF EX-SENATOR AQUINO had similar constituents, namely: LEAD and ANTIMONY, 
with those of the lead core of a caliber .357 Magnum bullet (Annex T-33, NBI Chemistry 
Report No. C-83-872). a deformed copper jacket recovered by PC [Philippine Constabulary] 
CIS investigators at the crime scene, marked PJA-25-H, was similarly subjected to 
spectographic analysis, and was found to contain cooper and zinc similar to a copper 
jacket as standard (Annex T-37, NBI Chemistry Report No. C-83-918). Furthermore, this 
particular copper jacket was examined for the presence of human blood and its group. 

The examination gave positive results for the presence of human blood but blood grouping 
determinations could not be made due to the insufficient amount of bloodstains (Annex 
T-42, NBI Biology Report No. B-83-1101). Considering the spot on the tarmac where this 
copper jacket was found by investigators, which was approximately four meters from 

where ex-Senator AQUINO was standing when he was shot, its size and shape, it is evident 
that it was the copper jacket of the bullet that caused the death of ex-Senator AQUINO 
(Annex V-36, Sketch of Crime Scene). Not a single wound of GALMAN approximates the con- 
figuration of this copper jacket. The same copper jacket and the spent cartridge, 
marked PJA-1, found in the cylinder of the evidence firearm were subjected to ballistics 
examination. Both pieces of evidence were established to have been fired from the Smith 
and Wesson revolver, caliber .357 Magnum with Serial No. K919079 (Annex T-38, NBI 
Ballistics Report No. B-315-22-883)."  (p.25, Olivas Report, Exh. 438). 


These conclusions were reasserted by Gen. Olivas when he testified before us. 


The "interlocking testimonial evidence" (supra) tends to establish the following version 
of the assassination: 


1) Aquino was brought down the service stairway of the airbridge by Sgt. de Mesa, Set. 
Lat, CIC Moreno, Sgt. Miranda, and CIC Lazaga. Aquino was being gently supported or 
guided down the steps by Sgt. de Mesa and Sgt. Lat. 


2) on reaching the tarmac, Sgt De Mesa and Sgt. Lat began to guide Senator Aquino toward 
the SWAT van. 


3) Suddenly, Rolando Galman came from somewhere underneath the China Airlines [CAL] 
airplane, darted toward the trio moving to the SWAT van, drawing the .357 Magnum 
revolver from under his shirt with his right hand. He then extended his right arm over 
De Mesa's right shoulder, placed the muzzle near Aquino's head and discharged it point- 
blank behind Aquino's left ear. 


4) De Mesa reacted instantaneously. He flung his right arm upward, in a sharp parrying 
movement; he hit Galman's extended arm and impelled it skyward. At the same time, De 
Mesa whirled around. This strong movement of De Mesa's parrying the gunman's arm 

and whirling around also resulted in Galman's being turned around. 


5) De Guzman had seen Aquino and his escorts begin their descent through the service 
stairway, and moved to the rear doors of the van, stopping by its bumper, making himself 
ready to help Senator Aquino up into the vehicle. From this vantage point, he had 

seen Galman rush toward the back of Aquino and aim a gun over De Mesa's shoulder. On 
seeing this, De Guzman had swiftly drawn his own pistc_, a .45 caliber automatic, but 
culd not fire for fear of hitting De Mesa, and could not shout out a warning in view of 
the rapidity with which the event was unfolding before his eyes. When De Mesa's 
parrying motion caused the gunman to spin around and present his back to De Guzman as 

a clear target, De Guzman forthwith shot him, first in the head, and then six more 

times as he was falling to the tarmac. 
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6) When Mateo, Estelo, Desolong, Aquino, saw De Guzman shooting Galman down, they 
assumed De Guzman had a good reason for doing so, and quickly followed suit. They also 
fired their weapons at Galman at more or less the same time that De Guzman was shooting 
or immediately thereafter. All in all, twenty-three shots were fired by the AVSECOM 
soldiers at Galman. 


We can not accept this version of the killings. We have carefully analyzed the testi- 
monial bases of the military versions as against testmonies of other witnesses and 
other related physical evidence presented before us, and find that there is irreconcil- 
able contradiction between these two sets of proof leaving us no alternative except to 
reject the former. 


The testimonial evidences alluded to are those given by civilian witnesses who, despite 
fears of their own personal safety, and therefore had no reason to lie, still give 
testimony contradictory of the military version, namely: 


1, Ramon Ralang, a PAL [Philippine Airlines] ground engineer, who testified that after 
he hearc the first shot he saw the "man in white" fall to the ground. He said that 
there was rv "man in blue" behind the "man in white." He was certain that the "man in 
blue" did \_t come from behind the "man in white." (p 396, Board Counsel's Report) 


2. Efren Ranas, a security guard, heard the first shot when Senator Aquino and his 
escorts were still at least four steps from the ground. (p 397, id.) 


3, Ruben Regalado, another PAL ground engineer, deposed that he saw Senator Aquino 
reaching the foot of the stairs and starting to walk toward the van when he heard the 
first shot. Suddenly a "man in blue” appeared in front of the Senator and pointed a 
gun at him. This "man in blue" was in front and somewhat to the left of the Senator. 
(p 398, id.) 


4. Olivia Reyes, a female security guard, who had to be subpoenaed to testify. She 
stated that she first saw Aquino and the two escorts when they were halfway down the 
stairs. When she heard the first shot, the Aquino group was about four or five steps 
from the tarmac, still going down the stairs. The two men in khaki were holding the 
"man in white" by the arms. (p 398, id.) 


5. Ramon Layoso, Ms. Reyes’ supervisor and a former soldier with 27 years of service, 
averred that when he heard the first shot Aquino and party were about two steps from 
the tarmac continuing to go down the stairs with their heads down. (p 399, id.) 


6, Wilson Llasos, another watchman, related that after he heard the first shot, he 
saw the "man in white" on the tarmac. There was no one in front; at the back of, or 
beside the man. He also saw a "man in blue" lying face up, with soldiers shooting at 
him. (p 401, id.) 


7. Fred Viesca, a station loader, upon hearing a gunshot, saw a man falling down the 
service stairs, a "man in white." (p 401, id.) 


8, Incidentally, Celso Loterinia, a PAL ground engineer, again gave testimony before 
us after the close of the proceedings and behiud closed doors. His testimony this time 
was that he saw former Senator Aquino shot while still on the service stairway by a man 
who came rushing down behind Aquino; but that he had been able to see only the arm and 
hand of the gunman but not his face or any other part of his body. We find it hard to 
believe his claim that he saw only the killer's arm and nothing else. Even at this 
time, he appeared hesitant to tell us everything that he had seen of the shooting, if 
indeed he had actually witnessed the event. (p 403, id.) 
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The physical evidence, or to use our counsel's terminology, the "hard evidence," con- 
sists of the sounds and the sights or images of the events at the tarmac before, during 
and after a veritable torrent of bullets was rained down on Rolando Galman as he lay, 
face up, on the tarmac, behind and to the left of the Avsecom van. We refer to the 
sounds recorded on audio cassette and "Betamax" video tapes, and the images unalterably 
and permanently frozen in time in the photographs assembled in our counsel's "Photo- 
Chronology," marked evidence as Exhibit 457, and others, 


Specifically, the sound recordings are: 


1) The audio cassette tape of Miss Sandra Burton, the bureau chief of Hong Kong of 
TIME MAGAZINE (Exh. 273), which she produced and submitted to the board and positively 
identified as the very tape by which she recorded the voices and sounds heard from in- 
side the aircraft and the airbridge on that day (p. 195, Board Counsel's Report), and 
which was also confirmed by Sgt. Reynaldo Pelias as correctly recording the sounds on 
that occasion (p. 196, id.) and 


2) The Betamax video tapes submitted to us by Gen. Olivas (p. 47, Olivas Report, 19 Dec. 
1983, Exh. 438), marked as exhibits 305/306, being copies of recordings of special pro- 
grams of NHK and ASAHI of Japan, using the video tape recordings made by the ABC News 
team who traveled with Senator Aquino from Taipei to Manila, as well as the Betamax 
video tape marked as Exhibit 344, which is a copy of a special program of TBS, also of 
Japan, built around the video tape recording of the TBS crew who also accompanied 
Aquino from Taipei to Manila, these video tapes having been positively identified and 
confirmed by the testimony of Mr. William Stewart of ABC News (p. 200, Board Counsel's 
Report), 2Lt. Jesus Castro (p. 202, id.), Sgt. Armando de la Cruz (p 205, id.). Sgt. 
Arnulfo de Mesa (p. 206, id.), and the tapes, in so far as they relate to the gunfire 
at the ta nac being also consistent with the testimonies of news correspondents Manuel 
and Zena’ a Silva and Recto Mercene, and also of General Olivas himself, who 

unhesita ingly acknowledge that the sounds of the gunfire had been faithfully recorded 
therein. (p. 213, id.) Moreover, the different times of the occurence of the material 
events portrayed in the VTRS were subject of stipulations or agreements between Avsecom 
counsel and our Atty. Ongkiko. (p. 216, id.) 


On the other hand, the photographs in the "Photo-Chronology" (Exh. 457) are copies of 
those taken by thirteen (13) journalists, namely: 


1) Luis ~*~ rez, of BULLETIN TODAY; 


2) Rec reene, of TIMES JOURNAL; 
3) Jos joza of PHILIPPINE NEWS AGENCY; 
4) Zen. Alva, of VIZNEWS; 


5) Manue silva, of VIZNEWS and PHILIPPINE DAILY EXPRESS; 
6) Jose Macaspac, of EVENING POST and METRO MANILA TIMES; 
7) Benjamin Malumay, of PEOPLE'S JOURNAL; 

8) Luciano Caliwan, of BALITA; 

9) Jolly Riofrir, of the OFFICE of MEDIA AFFAIRS; 

10) Arthur Kan, of ASIAWEEK; 

11) Toshi Matsumoto, of SYGMA; 

12) Kiyoshi Wakamiya; and 

13) Katsuo Ueda, of KYODO NEWS SERVICE. 


Their negatives and/or prints were dully presented to us and marked in evidence. (See 
footnotes on pp. 1 and 2, Foreword; Exh. 457.) A number of stills from the videotape 
recordings are also included in the "Photo-Chronology." 


The nine (9) Filipino journalists above named identified and confirmed the authenticity 
of their respective negatives and/or prints. 


IV. 26 Oct 84 P 5 PHILIPPINES 


(TSN. Perez, 9 Jan. 1984, P.M., pp. 50, 73-77; TSN, Mendoza, 29 Dec. 1983, A.M., pp. 
53-58; TSN, M. Silva; 6 Jan. 1984, pp. 13, 37-39; TSN, Malumay, 29 Dec. 1983, pp. 84-86; 
TSN, Caliwan, 29 Dec. 1983, P.M., p. 47; TSN, Riofrir, 13 Jan. 1984, P.M., p. 48; TSN, 
Mercene, 5 Jan. 1984, P.M., pp. 12-18; TSN, Z. Silva, 6 Jan. 1984, A.M., p 84; TSN, 
Macaspac, 9 Jan. 1984, pp. 46-50, pp. 68-72.) Most of their photographs are in fact 
duplicated by Gen. Olivas in an album presented by him to the board together with his 
report of Dec. 19, 1983 (Exh. 438), the album having been marked as Exhibit 438-X in 
these proceedings. In truth, many of the photographs in the "Photo-Chronology," 
including those of the forieng photographers, were identified by and made subject of 
testimony of several military witnesses (FN 221). Kiyoshi Wakamiya submitted to us a 
contact print sheet of the photographs that he took on that tragic afternoon (see Exh. 
340-0-0-21), and his compatriot, Katsuo Ueda, of KYODO NEWS, confirmed the authenticity 
of his photographs, which had found their way into the "Photo-Chronology," when he gave 
evidence in our presence in Tokyo. (p. 221, Board Counsel's Report) 


To repeat, these ttems of "hard evidence," the physical facts, in other words, give the 
lie to the troopers’ tale of the gunning down of Senator Aquino and Rolando Galman, in a 
manner that cannot be made any more certain, 


The tapes, audio and video, and the related testimonial evidence of Gen. Olivas as to the 
sounds of the gunfire having been faithfully recorded, as well as of Mr. and Mrs. Silva 
and Mr. Mercene as to the grouping of the gunshots, definitely establish the following 
circumstances, to wit: 


1) There were two (2) distinct sets or groups of shots; 


2) Between these two distinct sets of shots there lapsed an interval of 17 seconds, more 
or less; 


3) The first group consisted of five (5) shots; the first shot was probably the one that 
killed Senator Aquino; that first shot was succeeded by a series of three (3) shots, and 
this series of three, by another, the fifth; 


4) In the first group of gunshots, the intervals were as follows: between the first 
shot and the succeeding series of three: 3.7 seconds approximately; and between this 
series of three shots and the last, the fifth; about 2.1 seconds; 


The second set of shots, 17 seconds after the first, were more numerous and much more 
rapidly fired, like one long burst of machinegun fire; but their precise number is not 
determinable from the audio and video tapes. However, the Olivas report of Dec. 19, 1983 
(Exh. 438, pp. 34-35) states that the shots fired by the Avsecom soldiers at that time 
numbered twenty-three (23). Those twenty-three (23) shots, as culled from the testimony 
of the very soldiers who discharged them, “were fired more or less simultaneously. While 
one (soldier) was shooting, at least one other was firing at the same time. These 
twnety-three shots reverberated as a drawn-out, extended salvo, a deadly cacophony of 
blending gunfire." (Report of the Board's Counsel, p. 217.) 


There is thus an unresolvable contradiction between the sound of the twenty-three shots 
fired in the aggregate by the Avsecom troops, as described by them and by General Olivas, 
and that found in the "hard" evidence of the audio and video tapes. That group of 
twenty-three gunshots could not of course correspond to the first set of five distinctly 
audible and measurable gunshots heard on the tapes, That group of twenty-three shots 
could correspond only to that recorded in the tapes as the second set which came 17,2 
seconds after the first five shots. 
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Noteworthy in this connection is the trooper's common allegation that they had shot at 
Rolando Galman, either simultaneously or successively, on only one occasion, not on two 
distinct occasions separated by a distinct time space of 17 seconds. 


But it is not only the auditory evidence, but also the visual proofs before us that are 
in irreconcillable conflict with soldiers' sworn statements. The authenticity and 
correctness of the pictures showing De Guzman, Mateo, Desolong, and Estelo at the time 
when they were riddling Galman's body with bullets were expressly acknowledged by them. 
(p. 233, id.) Now, as argued by our counsel (pp. 233.236, id.), "the photo-chronology 
makes possible the retracing of the events preceding the shooting of Rolando Galman. All 
that this entails is to count the photograph's numbers backwards, in reverse sequence. 
So, from the first clear photograph of De Guzman shooting Galman, as identified by 

De Guzman himself (p. 233, id.) a copy of which is labeled $24, the preceding events can 
be graphically and unmistakebly reconstructed by viewing, in reverse sequence, the 
antecedent pictures: $23A, S23, S22, S21, and so on back to $8. In this way the 
untruthfulness of the narrative of De Guzman and his company is exposed. The photographs 
positively show that: 


"1) For some moments after C1C Lazaga, Ground Engineer Ramon Balang, Station Loader Fred 
Viesca and others had run from the nose of the plane towards the terminal building 
(photographs labeled S8 to S13, inclusive, Photo-Chronology) because, according to 
them, they had become frightened by the shots. (FN 1064) there is total inactivity, 
complete motionlessness in and around the Avsecom van; not one soldier can be seen 
(photographs marked S14, S14A, Photo-Chronology); 


"2) At this precise time, both Senator Aquino and Rolando Galman, are already flat on 
the ground at the back of the van, either dead or dying (S14 and S14A, Photo- 
Chronology) ; 


"3) It is only after this brief interlude of stillness that soldiers emerged from the 
van (S15 to $17, Photo-Chronology); 


"4) It is not Rolando de Guzman who was the first to come out from the van; it is 
Ernesto Mateo who first emerged and alighted from the vehicle (S15 to S17 Photo- 
Chronology); 


"S5) It is not De Guzman who is shown in the photographs to be the first to shoot Galman; 
it is Mateo (S16 to S24, Photo-Chronology), if at all, De Guzman was the first, 
AFTER MATEO, to shoot Galman; 


"6) More significantly, when Mateo and De Guzman emerged from the van and began to shoot 
Galman, Galman was already lying face up on the tarmac at the rear of the van, and 
he had already been lying there even before the emergence of any soldier from the 
van, as above pointed out, and 


"7) Innone of the photographs is De Mesa or Sgt. Lat present; if the story of De Guzman 
and company were true -- that at almost the same instant that Galman shot Aquino, 
De Mesa had instantaneously whipped his arm upward and turned around; that Lat had 
fallen to the ground together with Sen. Aquino; and that De Guzman had shot Galman 
within a split second after the latter had been spun around by the twisting movement 
on the part of De Mesa, after which De Mesa dropped to the ground and there stayed 
for a few seconds -- they would be in the very nature of things have also been 
captured on film; they are, however, conspicuous by their absence in the photo- 
graphs. Hence, the version of the occurences given to the board by Sgt. De Guzman 
et al. must be rejected as completely incompatible with the actual facts. 


a essssesi‘“‘“—eisSS 
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"It cannot be true, as they claim, that -- 


"1) When they emerged from the van, Aquino and Galman were still on their feet (the 
pictures show otherwise); 


"2) When De Guzman stepped from the interior of the van to the rear bumper, the 'man in 
blue’ (Galman) had darted in from somewhere toward the back of Senator Aquino and his 
escorts (Lat and De Mesa), extended his arm over De Mesa's shoulder, and aimed a gun 
which he fired point-blank at the back of Aquino's head -—- "Biglang sulpot -- tutok -- 
putok" [Suddenly appears -- aims -- fires] (as already stated, Galman was in truth 
already prostrate on the ground beside Aquino before de Guzman came out of the van); 


"3) DeMesa's wheeling-and-deflecting act never took place (if it had, he would be in 
the photograph, but he is not); 


"4) De Guzman was the first to come out of the van and shoot Galman (he came out in 

fact only after Mateo had first alighted from the van and was already shooting Galman; in 
face De Guzman came out, as the pictures show, quite casually, non-chalantly, leisurely 
cocking his pistol); and 


"5) Senator Aquino was immediately loaded into the van after Mateo, De Guzman, Estelo 
and Aquino had finished shooting at the prostrate figure of Galman (for the pictures 
show that all the soldiers, except the De Guzman, Desolong and Taran, first climbed back 
and withdrew into the van it was not until after an appreciable time had lapsed that 
Mateo again alighted and with the help of another soldier who descended from the van -- 
Artates, half-carried and half-dragged Aquino and heaved him into the van)." 


The validity of the argument cannot be gainsaid. Thus, the auditory and the visual 
proofs at hand clearly and unmistakably prove that all the military men who regaled us 
with the story of how Galman had supposedly shot Senator Aquino are shown to have been 
lying, deliberately and in cooperation and confederation with each other, namely: Sgt. 
Rolando de Guzman, Sgt. Arnulfo de Mesa, Sgt. Ernesto Mateo, Sgt. Rodolfo Desolong, A1C 
{Airman lst Class] Cordova Estelo, Capt. Llewelyn Kavinta, MSgt. Pablo Martinez, Sgt. 
Tomas Fernandez, C1C Rogelio Moreno, AIC Anicerto Acupido, Sgt. Pepito Torio, Sgt. 
Filomeno Miranda, and Sgt. Claro Lat. 


One additional point may be made, although perhaps not strictly necessary to complete 
the repudiation of the military version of the killing of Senator Aquino and Galman. 
This refers to the improbability of De Mesa's testimony that he had felt the hand of 
Galman brush or press down lightly on his shoulder an instant before the shot, whereupon 
he (De Mesa) had immediately reached by parrying Galman's gunhand. As De Mesa himself 
describes it, Galman had his right arm outstretched and extending over De Mesa's right 
shoulder. Galman would therefore have had to be approximately a foot away from De Mesa, 
this being more or less the distance from Galman's elbow to shoulder. Taking account 

of their relative positions, a parry from De Mesa, as delineated by him, would not 
bodily throw Galman 180 degrees to the front, left side of Aquino, which is the position 
where Galman in fact fell, in relation to the Senator's fallen form. If indeed De Mesa 
did feel the touch of the assassin's hand on his shoulder an instant before the shot, 
then the event happened at the service stairway, and De Mesa never had the occasion to 
parry the gunman. 


We next direct our attention to the question whether or not the weapon used in the slay- 
ing of Senator Aquino was the .357 Magnum revolver marked Exhibit 65. The thrust of 

Gen Olivas' advocated theory is that Sgt. De Mesa had seen the same gun used by Galman 
in shooting Aquino and had in fact picked up from the tarmac after it had fallen from 
Galman's hand shortly after the latter had been gunned down by his comrades (p. 348, 
id.) and, furthermore, that a spectographic examination of a lead fragment recovered 
from the head of Senator Aquino had similar constituents to those of the lead core of a 
.357 Magnum bullet (id.) 
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In the light of Sgt. De Mesa's perjured declarations as shown by the physical facts on 
record, we cannot give any credence to any part of history regarding the shooting of 
Senator Aquino and Galman and the attendant circumstances thereof. Neither can we see 
our way clear to according any evidentiary value to the spectographic examination 
referred to by Gen. Olivas as a second basis for his theory that it was the .357 Magnum 
that was used to kill Senator Aquino, for the reasons that we shall now proceed to state. 


It is not disputed, in any event ihe evidence satisfactorily establishes, that there 
were three lead fragments recovered by Dr. Bienvenido Munoz of the NBI from the head of 
Senator Aquino during the autopsy: two from the lower mandible, and one from within 
the cranium (pp. 348-349, id., see also Exh. 54); that these fragments were submitted by 
Dr. Munoz for ballistics examination to the chief of the NBI Ballistics Section, NBI, 
Atty Domingo R. del Rosario, in the morning of August 22, 1983, a few hours after the 
completion of the autopsy on the body of the late Senator (p. 394, 458-459, id.); that 
these three lead fragments remained in the official custody of Atty. Del Rosario until 
he completed the analysis thereof and executed his ballistics report on August 25, 1983, 
his conclusion being that his examination yielded "insufficient results" (p. 349, id.) 
and that about two weeks later Atty. Del Rosario transmitted the lead fragments to the 
NBI Chemistry Section for "determination of the components." 


Actually, the chemistry section analyzed only two of the fragments. The noted medico- 
legal expert, Dr Pedro Solis, retired NBI deputy director for technical services (p. 351, 
id.), gave the reason for this in the course of his testimony. He said -- 


",..there... (were) only two [preceding two words published in italics] fragments that 
have been subjected to examination because the other fragment is quite small..." (p. 460, 
id.) 


Hence, the chemistry report of NBI chemist Leonora C. Vallado, No. C-83-1136 (p. 460, 
id.) mentioned only "two (2) evidence lead fragments" "submitted: September 8, 1983 at 
11:45 a.m. (by Remigio Ladan)," on request of "Atty. Domingo R. del Rosario, Chief 
Ballistics Section, NBI." (FN 1782). Her findings were as follows: 


"Two (2) lead fragments —- LEAD, ANTIMONY, COPPER standard lead fragment of Caliber 
-45 -- LEAD, ANTIMONY, COPPER, ALUMINUM standard lead fragment -- LEAD, ANTIMONY, 
COPPER, TIN. 


These facts are corroborated by the joint affidavit of Atty. Domingo del Rosario and 
Ms. Leonora C. Vallado executed on September 28, 1984, now forming part of our official 
records in which they pertinently stated the following: 


(per Atty. Del Rosario: ) 


"That, I received personally from Dr. Bienvenido 0. Munoz thru our Mr. Mario Lopez, the 
three (3) metallic lead fragments recovered from the head of the late Senator Benigno 
Aquino, which we marked 'BA-1', 'BA-2' and 'BA-3' consecutively; 


"That I say that 'BA-1' is the smallest among the three (3) metallic lead fragments, and 
as such being so small it cannot be subjected to Chemical Analysis without being totally 


destroyed; 


"That, I submitted only to Chemistry on September 8, 1983 the two (2) metallic fragments 
"BA-2' and 'BA-3' for determination of its composition or constitution, and these were 


mentioned in C-83-1136 dated October 28, 1983:" 


(Per Ms. Vallado:) 
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"That, I gave a copy of Chemistry Report No. C-83-1136 to Dr. Pedro P. Solis, former 
Deputy Director for Technical Services, NBI, who presented the same to the fact finding 
board when he testified before that body." 


It appears that aside from the chemical analysis of the two lead fragments subject to 
her aforesaid Chemistry Report No. C-83-1136, a copy of which was marked as Exhibit 
438-T-1, Ms. Vallado had conducted a laboratory examination of one lead fragment two 
weeks earlier, a copy of her report, No. C-83-872, being marked in these proceeding as 
Exhibit 88 (also marked Exhibit 383). The report purports to embody the results of 

Ms. Vallado's "comparative analysis of the metal constituents of ... (one) lead 
fragment of a bullet ... (in relation to the) lead core of a Magnum bullet." The report 
also states that the examination was requested by Gen. Olivas and specimens, the lead 
fragment and the lead core of a Magnum bullet, were submitted on "August 23, 1983 at 
3:30 p.m. (By: Chief, FIS, NBI)." The report finally stated that the spectographic 
examinations of the specimens" showed that they have similar constituents, namely: LEAD 
and ANTIMONY." 


Now, this single lead fragment and the lead core of a Magnum bullet subject of Chemistry 
Report No. C-83-872, Exhibit 88, were not among the three fragments recovered from the 
head of Senator Aquino. At the time of the chemical examination on August 23, 1983 of 
this single lead fragment in relation to the Magnum lead core, the three lead fragments 
recovered from the head of Senator Aquino were still in the custody and possession of 
Atty. Domingo R. Del Rosario, who was still conducting ballistics examination of those 
same fragments. In fact, Atty. Del Rosario's report of his ballistics examination was 
executed by him only on August 25, 1983. Again, this in fact is fully corroborated by 
the joint affidavit of Atty. Del Rosario and Ms. Vallado already above referred to in 
which it is clearly stated that the lead fragment analyzed in relation to a lead core, 
and subject of the first Chemistry Report, No. C-83-872, Exhibit 88, was not one of the 
three fragments recovered from Senator Aquino's head, but was really a piece taken from 
a standard Magnum bullet; and it is not, therefore, surprising that the single fragment 
should be found to contain the same metal constituents of a Magnum bullet. This is 
what the joint affidavit states: 


(Per Atty. Del Rosario:) 


"That the two (2) metallic lead fragments in Chemistry Report No. C-83-872 (one lead 
fragment and the core of a Magnum bullet) are fragments of standard Magnum bullets and 
were merely submitted for chemical examination for routinary determination as to their 


components;" 
(Per Ms. Vallado:) 


"That I was the one who made the chemical examination and I prepared C-38-872 dated 
August 24, 1983; 


"That said two (2) metallic fragments mentioned in this C-83-872 (one lead fragment and 
the core of a Magnum bullet) were received from the Chief of Ballistics (Atty. Del 
Rosario) and a verbal request was made for determination as to their constituents and 
these were not recieved from Gen. Olivas; 


"That the name of Gen. Olivas was placed as the requesting party in this C-83-872 be- 
cause he was at the time over-all head of the investigating body investigating the 
Aquino case." (parenthetical insertions supplied). 
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It now being clear that the lead fragment and the lead core subject of Chemistry Report 
No. C-83-872 were in truth "fragments of standard Magnum bullets," it is not surprising 
but perfectly natural, to repeat, that laboratory examination should disclose that their 
constituents should be the same as those of Magnum bullets. 


On the other hand, the two lead fragments subject of the second chemistry report, No. 
C-83-1136, Exhibit 438-T-1, which in truth were two of the three fragments recovered 
from Senator Aquino's head, were to shown to possess chemical characteristics distinct 
from a Magnum bullet and more consistent with a standard .38 caliber bullet. This was 
emphatically declared by Dr. Solis: 


"Well, it is very, very apparent that (that) one on Exhibit 88, which was an examination 
of the chemical content of a bullet of a magnum, is not the same as that one on Exhibit 
438-T-1, whereby the two fragments allegedly or have been proven to contain lead, anti- 
mony and copper." (p. 352, id.) 


"Now I have here with me, as shown to me by Atty. Ongkiko, a marked exhibit, Exhibit 
T-35 (FN 143la), whereby after the three metallic fragments were received by our 
ballistician, they were referred to the Chemistry Department to determine...qualitatively, 
the metallic composition of these fragments and compare them with some other bullets. 
Now, there are only two fragments that have been subjected to examination because the 
other fragment is quite small... Now...the result of the examination revealed that of 
the two lead fragments ... the ones found from the body of the late Senator Aquino, they were 
composed of antimony and copper. ‘They tried to compare them with some other standard 
bullets. One of them was a standard bullet for ,.45; the composition is lead, antimony, 
copper -- plus aluminum. Now another is that, they compared them with standard lead for 
-38 caliber -- which is composed of lead, antimony, copper and tin, in a way that, the 
composition of the two metallic fragments ... are the same. They are composed of lead, 
antimony, and copper. ‘There is more likelihood that they came only from one mother 
bullet." (id). 


Expert testimony, therefore, contradicts and mandates rejection ot the Olivas theory 
that Senator Aquino was shot with a .357 Magnum. On the contrary, the scientific evi- 
dence proves that it was a .38 or a .45 caliber that killed Senator Aquino. We can take 
judicial notice of the fact that a .38 caliber bullet is equivalent to a .9 mm bullet. 


We must point out that when Gen. Olivas prepared his report to us dated December 19, 1983 
(Exb. 438), he was already in possession, among other things, of the two chemistry 
reports above-mentioned: No. C-83-872 (August 23, 1983) and No. C83-1136 

(September 8, 1983). In fact, copies of both reports were among the documents submitted 
by him to us, together with his aforesaid report of December 19,1983, said copies being 
identified as documents T-33 and T-35 in his folder/album marked Annex T of his report. 
The album has since then been marked as Exhibit 438-T and, as already above-stated, the 
first chemistry report, No. C-83-872, as Exhibit 88 (Exhibit 383) and the second, No. 
C-83-1136, as Exhibit 438-T-l. But when Gen. Olivas publicly professed his advocacy of 
the theory, that it was a .357 Magnum revolver that caused Senator Aquino's death, which 
he did, not only in his report to us dated December 19, 1983, Exhibit 438, but also when 
he gave testimony before us on June 27, 1984, he cited only the first report, No. 
C-83-872, as the scientific basis thereof. (pp. 25, 33, Olivas Report, Exhibit 438). 

He did not advert then, or at anytime thereafter, to the second chemistry report. 
Neither in his report of December 19,1983 nor in his testimony of June 27, 1984, did he 
directly mention the second chemistry report. Of course, the reason is obvious. The 
first report supports his theory, but the second overthrows it. 


Le 
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Since Gen Olivas expressly relied on the first chemistry report, he should at once have 
noticed that he is mentioned as the party requesting analysis of the single lead fragment 
subject therefor, in relation to the Magnum lead core. And since he has not disputed 
this, we can only assume that he admits that it was really he who requested the examina- 
tion of that single lead fragment. What is puzzling, however, is that both Atty el 
Rosario and chemist Vallado declared that he (Olivas) was not really the requesting 
party; his name was just put there because it was assumed that the request emanated 

from his as he was the officer-in-charge on the investigation of the Aquino case. 


We also believe it reasonable to assume that a trained and seasoned criminal investigator 
such as he could not have failed to know there were two chemistry reports inconsistent 
with each other. He certainly cannot disclaim knowledge of the second chemistry report 
because he had included it in his album, Annex T, Exhibit 438-T. In fact, the two 
chemistry reports follow each other very closely in the album, the first being Annex 
T-33, and the second Annex T-35. All it would have taken to clear up the mystery of the 
two chemistry reports, if indeed it was a mystery to him at the time, was to make one 
telephone call to the NBI, either to Ms Vallado or Atty Del Rosario or even Dr Solis, 
who had not yet retired at that time. We cannot unreasonably assume, too, that he did 
make that telephone call, or had otherwise gotten in touch with any of the three people 
just mentioned, this being after all a most natural thing to do on the part of an 
experienced investigator and lawyer like him, and something very easily and conveniently 
done. He would thus at once have been informed that the first chemistry report did not 
deal with any of the three (3) lead fragments from Senator Aquino's head at all. Under 
these circumstances, his use of this first chemistry report, to the exclusion of the 
second, is most assuredly censurable, to say the least. And even if he should claim 
that he had not taken the natural, logical step above indicated, that is, make verifica- 
tion of the facts of citing only the first chemistry report to substantiate his view 

and his total omission to explain away or even refer to the second report is equally 
reprehensible. From whatever aspect, we cannot but conclude that Gen Olivas was guilty 
of attempting to mislead us into believing that it was a .35/7 Magnum bullet that had 
snuffed out the life of Senator Aquino when in truth and in fact it was not; it was a 
.38 or a .45 caliber bullet. 


Corollary to his theory that it was a .357 Magnum revolver that cause Senator Aquino's 
demise is Gen Olivas’ conclusion that Galman had used two holsters to sheathe the 

Magnum gun: an ordinary, standard black holster (Exh. 184) and an improvised brown one, 
made of “synthetic material ... crudely sewed ... (having) no clip and ... (fitting) 
snugly into the black leather holster found beside GALMAN'S body (Annex V-37, photographs 
of the brown and black holsters)." (P. 26, Exh 438) Gen Olivas offers the following 
explanation for Galman's use of two holsters, to wit: 


GALMAN used two (2) holsters, the brown inserted into the black one. Since the brown 
holster is rigid and has a smoother surface than the black holster, it allowed GALMAN 
a faster draw than if he used the leather holster alone. Besides, the brown holster 
inserted into the black one served to make his revolver better concealed because it 
kept the handle of the gun at a higher position above his belt. GALMAN was wearing a 
shirt jacket and blue denim pants. If he used the leather holster alone, the handle 
of his revolver would have been more easily exposed. GALMAN tucked his gun, using 
his two (2) holsters, one inside the other, in the front part of his pants..." 

(pp 26-27, id) 


All this is pure speculation on the general's part. 
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The matter may be debated one way or the other, and probably will for some time to come, 
foreseeably with no definite decision as to the merits of the technique of two (2) 
holsters. We ourselves see no useful purpose in discussing the matter since the 


scientific evidence already above dealt with the others still to be mentioned sufficiently 


establish in our judgement that it was not a .357 Magnum revolver that was used in the 
Aquino slaying. 


There is, however, one observation made by Gen Olivas regarding the black holster which 
we feel cannot be passed upon SUB SILENTIO. Gen Olivas points out that "the black 
holster has two perforations, one on the outer side and another on the inner side, both 
of which approximate the diameter of a caliber 5.56 mm bullet" (p 27, id). This is not 
correct. Our examination of the black holster in question convinces us that its actual 
physical condition is more accurately described by our counsel, to wit: 


".,..It is true that there is a hole in its outer portion, jagged, irregular, about the 
size of a pinhead; but it has evidently been caused by wear and tear, by chafing and 
abrading of the leather by frequent friction with some other object; it is not a clean 
hole caused by penetration of a bullet. In the inner portion there is another hole, 

so small as to be almost unnoticeable, which could never have been caused by a bullet 
by any stretch of the imagination, unless the bullet be one with the diameter of an 
ordinary dressmaker's pin. Moreover, the holes do not coincide. To make them coincide 
the leather holster will have to be twisted out of shape" (pp 469-470, Board's Counsel 
Report). 


A second corollary to what we may call Gen Olivas' "Magnum Theory" is his expressed 

view that a "deformed copper jacket recovered by PC CIS investigators at the crime 
scene, marked PJA-25-H" (which bore traces of blood although the blood type could not 

be determined) was part of the .357 Magnum bullet that caused Senator Aquino's death. 
Since the main theory, that it was a Magnum bullet that killed Senator Aquino, has been 
shown to be incorrect by scientific proof furnished by government experts. it would seem 
inutile to assess the value of this corollary, unless it be opined that the lead core 

of a .38 or .45 caliber bullet had been wrapped in the copper jacket of a .357 Magnum 
bullet. Nonetheless, we have to stress that this corollary theory has been repudiated 
by two medico-legal experts, Dr Solis and Dr Nunez. 


Dr Solis declared that, "...Since the copper jacket has a greater mass (but is compara- 
tively lighter) than the lead core, there is more chance for the jacket to remain in 
the body." (p 354, id) 


",.,.I cannot imagine how that fragment (PJA-25-II) could have flowed from the petrous 
bone downwards and make its exist here when this area (referring to the exit wound at 
Aquino's chin)... is blind." (id) 


Dr Nunez also exposed the self-evident physical impossibility of the theory that the 
copper jacket could have flown from Senator Aquino's chin at right angles toward the 
small pool of water that had collected some meters to the right of the Senator's body. 
He said: "...I cannot explain how this (copper) jacket, if indeed it came from behind, 
could have deflected at almost a right angle without hitting any other structure in 
between Senator Aquino and another structure, because you expect the jacket to fall 
down after it makes an exit, but not to make an angular deflection, until it hits an 


object." (p 463, id) 


Prescinding from the "Magnum Theory," and its corollaries, we turn to one other actuation 
of Gen Olivas to which our attention has been drawn, which deo2s not seem to square with 
accepted norms of candor and honesty either. 
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General Olivas would have use believe that the video tape recording of ABC News of the 
events that took place after Aquino was escorted out of the airplane and brought down 
the service stairs of the aerobridge, which has been adopted by NHK and TV Asahi of Japan 
for their special programs on the Aquino assassination, and copies of which had been 
supplied to us by Gen Olivas, and two of which had been marked as Exhibits 305 and 306, 
were "corrupted" in the sense that "voice sounds" had been inserted into the tape by 
certain unscrupulous individuals. Gen, Olivas was referring particularly to the words 
"ako na, ako na, eto na, eto na, pusila, pusila" [here he is, here he is, I'll do it, 
I'll do it, shoot him, shoot him] etc., which are heard on the tape within seconds after 
Senator Aquino and his escorts began their descent down the service stairs and before 
the first shot rings out. 


We note with no little surprise, however, that this important conclusion as to the suspect 
character of the video tape recording is made to rest solely on the translation into 
English of the comments in Japanese of the NHK commentator who is supposed to have 

said -- ",... Mr Aquino was led out of the plane by 3 officers into the stairs attached 
to the boarding bridge. At this point we set it at '0" (zero). From this point, 

a shot was heard after 11 seconds; what happened within those 11 seconds unfortunately, 
were not recorded, 


"Meanwhile, from the analysis of the sounds, we have not recorded anything other than 
the several shots fired, The space or blank area of those 11 seconds remained a puzzle,' 
(p. 57, Olivas Report, Exh, 438; his affidavit dated Aug 17, 1984) 


The purported translation above quoted is inaccurate. What was actually said by the 
commentator or anchorman was the following: "We put a timer and set it at 0.0. second 
at the scene where the three escorts brought Aquino out of the jetway to the platform 
of the stairway. After eleven (11) seconds, we heard the first shot. What happened 
during those eleven seconds? I'am very sorry but the video ('EI-Z00") of the tape did 
not record anything significant, But there were two (2) men shown gp the tape who 
could see with their own eyesight the shooting of Aquino itself. However, we have no 
interview of them, and we don't know who they are right now. On the other hand, 
according to the sound analysis of the shots, we couldn't find out anything except that 
several guns were sued at that time. Those eleven seconds are still a mystery up to 
now." (p. 465, Board's Counsel Report). 


The Japanese text of the anchorman's comments is attached to our counsel's report as 
Annex thereof, as well as the Anglicized version thereof (Annex, id. id.) 


Not to be overlooked in this connection is the fact that, as we have earlier already 
emphasized, the authenticity of the Betamax video tapes was attested to not only by the 
producer of the ABC TV tape, Mr. William Stewart, but also by the soldiers therein 
appearing, Lt. Jesus Castro, Sgt, Armando de la Cruz, Sgt. Arnulfo de Mesa; that, more- 
over other soldiers identified stills taken from the video tapes; that the Betamax tapes 
and the audio tape of Sandra Burton do interact with, duplicate parts of, and therefore 
authenticate and verify each other, We see no tenable basis to ignore the evidence of 
the recorded sounds, or to bestow any credence on the theory of the "corrupted tapes." 


We therefore reject the hypothesis advanced by Gen, Olivas, adopted by every other 
responsible military officer including the chief of staff, that it was Rolando Galman 
who assassinated Senator Benigno Aquino, Jr., using a Smith and Wesson ,357 Magnum 
revolver. Indeed, we find that the evidence satisfactorily proves that the version of 
the military witnesses as to the manner by which Galman was supposed to have shot Senator 
Aquino is entirely false, and these witnesses conspired and confederated together to 
narrate this untruthful version to us and thus mislead us. 
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The evidence of the physical facts, auditory and visual, sufficiently establishes the 
actual occurrences on the tarmac on that fateful day of August 21, 1983; we declare as 
lacking in basis, and in fact contradicted by scientific proof of most persuasive 
character, the theory that the murder weapon was the .357 Magnum revolver identified 
as such by the military investigators, the proofs on the contrary indicating that it 
was either a .38 or .45 caliber pistol that did the nefarious job. 


The next question which we will now resolve, the third in our list, is whether or not 
the insidious machinations of the NPA-CPP figured in the assassination of Senator 
Aquino, as strongly urged by the military. Before we do that, however, we believe 
that a brief discussion of certain theories on the assassination of Senator Aquino is 
in order. 


From the start of the process of assessing and evaluating the results of the mission of 
the Fact-Finding Board (FFB) to determine the facts and circumstances surrounding the 
assassination of former Sen. Benigno S. Aquino Jr., there were at least five (5) not 
implausible theories about who might have benefited from Aquino's death. These theories 
evolved from: Statements of individuals highly placed in government and respected 
members of the community; sworn statement, testimonies and interviews of 251 individuals 
(193 testified in hearings before the FFB); analysis and evaluation of 1,263 documents, 
1,401 photographs, 13 videotape recordings, 9 audio tapes and other physical evidences 
(gun, bullets, bullet fragments, bullet jacket, clothing, time/action verification 
tests, etc.) obtained in the course of more than ten (10) months, from November 3, 1983 
to August 30, 1984, of work. These theories comprehend five groups of persons as 
beneficiaries from Aquino's demise: 


1. The New People's Army-Communist Party of the Philippines (NPA-CPP) who would gain 
much in embarassing the President and discrediting the government. 


2. Relatives and friends of individuals who had testified against, and consequently 
and subsequently been ordered killed by, Aquino and who were determined to exact revenge 
therefor. 


3. Any or some of Aquino's rivals for leadership among the political opposition who 
regarded Aquino's return to the Philippines as a threat to their political ambitions. 


4. Individuals within the present power structure whose present economic and political 
stature had been greatly improved under the patronage of the President. Anyone of them 
might have aspirations for the highest office of the land. Aquino's return was, therefore, 
regarded as a threat to their economic status and/or political aspirations. 


5. Highly-placed individuals in government who are extremely loyal to the President 
(and his family) and who expected that the elimination of threats to the President's 
position and political hierarchy will be a welcome development. 


Observations and Circumstances That Are Perceived To Have Deepened the Enigma of the 
Assassination 


Before delving into the rationale of the various theories, it is essential to point out 
and analyze observations about certain circumstances and events that have served to 
raise relevant questions about the assassination. 


1. It is very difficult to accept the failure of the officers and personnel of the 
composite military unit, the Aviation Security Command (AVSECOM), which is a 
specially-trained unit to repulse and prevent unexpected assaults by an individual 

or by a group against the safety of persons or property within their area of 
responsibility at all times, particularly as regards a person (Aquino), who was under 
known threats and had been placed in their custody and special protection. 
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Consider the comprehensive security plant code-named Oplan Balikbayan which directly 
involved almost 1,200 officers and personnel and reinforced by other available persons 
who have specific daily functions at the Manila International Airport (MIA) complex. 
Oplan Balikbayan with its various Implans (Masid, Sawata, Alalay, and Salubong), which 
were specially formulated and implemented with the sole mission of protecting only one 
(1) man, Aquino, from announced and known threats, was a failure! 


2. Compounding the gravity of the failure tocarry out their special mission, some 
members of the military security personnel forthwith gunned down the alleged assassin, 
so murderously and mercilessly as to have him not the slightest chance to survive: 


3. The first volley of gunshots that felled the alleged assassin was followed 
approximately seventeen (17) seconds later by a fusillade of more than twenty (20) 
rounds and thus irrevocably precluded any opportunity to elicit answers to vital 
questions from the alleged assassin. 


This aberrant behavior of military personnel under the direct command of Capt. Kavinta 
and Capt. Valerio does not only focus on the unnatural reaction or response of specially 
trained security forces, but also appears to demonstrate the low combat morale of members 
of the military. Were these normal reactions in such contingency of a one-man attack 

(as skillfully and repeatedly explained by counsel representing AVSECOM), or were these 
typical military subordinates' obedience to specific orders? Were the orders to 
repeatedly shoot the fallen body of the alleged assassin given to permanently "silence" 
him for fear of exposure of a conspiracy? 


4. The perceived low regard by which Aquino, upon his arrival, as "invited" and escorted 
out of the airplane by noncommissioned military personnel under the command of Lt. 

Castro is in direct and sharp contrast with Aquino's departure when he was accompanied 
and seen off by ranking officers and high government officials. 


Was this striking contrast justified by the fact that there was a warrant for Aquino's 
arrest, in addition to facing a reaffirmed penalty of death? The counsel representing 
the AVSECOM recalled, many times during the hearings, that Aquino was not regarded as a 
VIP and contrary to the expectations of many Filipinos who regarded him as a respected 
political figure, did not deserve similar courtesies extended during his departure. 


It does not appear unreasonable to postulate that ranking officers who formulated and 
approved the security plans should have felt special apprehensions and should have given 
clear and specific orders or instructions to prevent the slaying of any individual(s) 
who might attempt to threaten Aquino's safety. General Fabian C. Ver, a highly trained 
and professional intelligence officer, who approved Oplan Balikbayan as a comprehensive 
security plan that should be effective if properly implemented, apparently failed to 
give final guidance and appropriate orders to his subordinates on this vital aspect of 
the security plan. Had these special precautions and instructions been given and 
followed, then the assassination of Aquino would not have been shrouded with questions 
that place doubt not only on the military version of the assassination but also the more 
serious question of conspiracy. 


The foregoing enumerated circumstances are among the observations that have deepened the 
enigma surrounding the assassination. 


Historical Parallels 


The argument of the counsel representing AVSECOM, that it is impossible to stop a 
determined assassin, using parallels of both successful and unsuccessful internationally- 
known assassination attempts on Pres. John Kennedy, Robert Kennedy, the Pope, and 
President Ronald Reagan, is rejected. 
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The circumstances in all the cited parallels were for different from the Aquino assas- 
sination. In the parallels the attempts were done in open and public places in the 
midst of large crowds with many persons not previously checked or screened within arm's 
length of the victim. In contrast, Aquino was in the custody of the security forces and 
was escorted by a specially chosen close-in-security group. Moreover, Aquino was 
assassinated in the midst of a deployed force of military security personnel percisely 
tasked with his security, and in a place that was highly secured and "sanitized" or 

rid of all unauthorized persons but for a handful of identifiable aircraft service 
personnel. 


The more appropriate parallel would appear to be the case of President Anwar Sadat of 
Egypt, who was assassinated by members of the military forces from whom such acts 
were not suspected and therefore, were successful in penetrating a highly secure 
area and in accomplishing their criminal act. 


It may be theorized that the assassination of Aquino was a conspiracy involving 
persons or groups, each with motivations described in the five (5) theories discussed 
below: 


Theory 1: NPA-CPP Plot 


The day after the assassination and even before the positive identification of the 
alleged assassin, President Marcos, upon the advice of both the military intelligence 
operatives and the designated investigators, attributed the assassination to an 
designated investigators, attributed the assassination to an NPA-CPP plot to 
embarrass the President and his government. 


The theory was upheld by the highest levels of military command and ranking military 
intelligence officers who appeared before the FFB. Among those military officers were 
Gen. Fabian C. Ver, military investigator Gen. Prospero Olivas, and intelligence 
officers Col. Galileo Kintanar and Col. Alejandro Galido. 


A civilian witness, the late Rosendo Cawigan, claimed to be a "commander" of the 
NPA and to have been aware of the NPA plot to assassinate Aquino. He testified 
that he was considered for the assignment by the highest ranking officer of the NPA. 


Prime Minister Cesar Virata also testified that he understood that the President, Gen. 
Ver, and Gen. Olivas linked Rolando Galman, the alleged assassin, to the communists. 
On the other hand, a witness, Daniel Peralta, who claimed to be a member of the NPA, 
disputed allegations that the NPA conspired to have Aquino assassinated. 


Theory 2: Relatives/Friends of Individuals Harmed by Aquino 


Testimonies from members of the military «were not lacking to the effect that many 
persons who testified against Aquino during his trial and conviction by Military 
Commission No 2, were mysteriously killed after their testimony. The military suggested 
that since these witnesses were "liquidated" under instructions of Aquino, there is 
every reason to believe that relatives and close friends of the victim planned 

to assassinate Aquino for revenge. 


Rosendo Cawigan reinforced this theiry by testifying that, since he was one of those 
who testified against Aquino, he feared for his life, and therefore had planned to do 
away with Aquino himself, before he suffered the same fate as others who testified 
against Aquino. 


Theory 3: Aquino's Rivals for Leadership Among the Political Opposition 
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It is a well-known fact that the leaders of the various political opposition groups 
throughout the country have been unable to consolidate forces into the unified entity 
despite their common objective to contest the ruling party, the Kilusang Bagong Lipunan 
(KBL) of the President. Some of these leaders aspired to be the overall leader and 
titular head of such a unified and potent political opposition. Aquino, being recognized 
and highly regarded as one of the opposition stalwarts, had the capability, and was 
expected upon his return, to successfully coalesce the fragmented opposition, and to 
figure prominently in the process of selecting the person who might contest for the 
highest political position in the land, if not be that protagonist himself. 


Given the mounting and widespread disillusionment with the Marcos government, any of 
these opposition leaders may have felt that the chances of attaining his lofty political 
aspirations would be significantly enhanced if Aquino were permanently eliminated from 
the political scene. 


A leader of the opposition who was implicated during the testimony of witness Eutiquio 
Daraman was former Senator Salvador Laurel. Eutiquio Daraman stated that on August 27, 
1983, when he joined the line to view the remains of ex-Senator Aquino at 25 Times St., 
Quezon City, he indicated to bystanders that it was the opposition that conspired to 
assassinate Aquino. He later testified that he had been a good friend of the alleged 
assassin, Rolando Galman, who had confided to him that it was former Senator (Doy) Laurel 
who planned to assassinate Aquino. Daraman further testified that Mr. Platon, an agent 
of Salvador Laurel, was the person who contacted him and gave him the gun, 


When former Sen. Salvador Laurel testified before the FEB, he stated that he had never 
met Rolando Galman nor did he know Eutiquio Daraman. Former Senator Laurel also testi- 
fied that he was the one who requested General Ramos to provide security measures for 
Aquino because of the threats and that he had organized the large crowd of Aquino 
welcomers at the airport. 


Theory 4: Individuals Within the Present Power Structure Whose Economic and/or 
Political Stature and Influence Will Be Threatened With a Consolidated Opposition That 
Could Seriously Contest for the National Leadership Under the Leadership of Aquino. 


At the time of Aquino's return there were widespread reports, if not belief, that 
President Marcos was stricken with a fatal ailment and might at any time leave an 
untimely vacuum in the national leadership. It was also well known that there were 
many individuals who had gained substantial economic and political bases with the 
patronage and/or tolerance of the President. Any of these individuals could have 
secretly aspired for a position that would not only preserve and protect but also expand 
his econmic and political power. This position could be no less than to fill the vacuum 
that might be caused by the President's ailment. 


Aquino, a charismatic and popular opposition leader, was returning at a time when there 
was increasing widespread clamor to replace leaderships at the highest levels of govern- 
ment. Since Aquino was perceived as capable of consolidating the fragmented political 
opposition that could seriously contest for the national leadership, he could not but be 
deemed as a real and serious threat to the present power structure, 
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Individuals within the present power structure, particularly those with aspirations for 
the highest position in the land, cannot be discounted from the conspiracy to 
assassinate Aquino. Two significant gains can be achieved in one act -- the 

elimination of a strong potential threat to their political ambitions and the protection 
and expansion of their substantial economic resources. 


Theory 5: Individuals to Whom the President Dispensed High and Powerful Positions in 
Government and Are Therefore Grateful and Extremely Loyal to the President (and Family). 
It is well know that there are many individuals to whom the President dispensed high and 
powerful positions in government and are therefore grateful and extremely loyal to the 
President and his family. These individuals would, therefore, not only feel threatened 
with any possibility that might result in the President's being displaced from the 
highest position in the land but would also be prepared to undertake all necessary 
measures to prevent and spare the president and any member of his family any problem 

and discomfort. 


Aquino's unequivocal and unwavering defiance against President Marcos and his 
“authoritarian regime" since the imposition of martial law in 1972 is well known. This 
posture, amply demonstrated by such acts as Aquino's hunger strike (which almost resulted 
in his death), his refusal to present defense during his trial which resulted in the 
penalty of death imposed by Military Commission No. 2, and his return despite reported 
threats to his life, has served as a symbol of "democratic freedom at any price" among 

an increasing number of Filipinos (rightly or wrongly) and who became adherents to 
Aquino's political struggle against President Marcos. Individuals extremely loyal to 
Marcos therefore considered Aquino as a threat that must be permanently eliminated. 


This theory has evolved from many reports of statements, made before and after the 
assassination, that have been attributed to responsible and respected individuals from 
the government and private citizenry. These statements have been to the effect either 
that government complicity in the assassination cannot be discounted or that certain 
individuals loyal to the President and his family will be pleased if they assassinated 
Aquino. 


This theory is reinforced by the observations of many Filipinos that many individuals 
from the highest levels of government are wont to exercise absolute power in their 
dealings with the citizenry. The conspiracy to assassinate Aquino is an act of tragic 
irresponsibility inspired by absolute power. 


It would appear that the military investigators did not deem it fit to pursue theories 
other than the Galman-as-Communist-instrument theory. It is to this specific theory that 
we now focus our attention. 


The major obstruction to the acceptance of the theory that "GALMAN was under instructions 
by the New People's Army when he committed the dastardly crime" of assassinating Senator 
Aquino (FN 1441) is, FIRSTLY, the fact that, in reality, Galman did not commit "the 
distardly crime." SECONDLY, the proofs upon which the theory is made to depend, 

namely: the testimonies of Col. Arturo Custodio and Rosendo Cawigan (now deceased) and 
the sworn statements of Eduardo de Guzman and Dionisio Conde (now also deceased) are, 
insofar as they purport to establish a linkage between Galman and the NPA, either 
outright hearsay or baseless opinion, or both, and will therefore have to be rejected 
out of hand as bereft of probative force. THIRDLY, although concededly Galman's 
criminal record is quite unprepossessing, it includes no charge involving acts of 
subversion and thus negates any communist connection. 
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A perusal of Col. Custodio's declarations discloses them to be, as regards Galman's acti- 
vities and alleged communist connections, not only hearsay -- since the source of the 
information, Galman himself is already dead and is no longer available to be cross- 
examined or to otherwise confute the same -- but more suppositions or suspicions. 
Custodio said, for instance, that -- 


"... He (Galman) also TOLD ME that he was a member of a liquidation team of a certain 
group which he called SAMAHAN. 


..-. He only TOLD ME that it is a group engaged in various illegal activities which I 
THINK could even include subversion because I SUSPECTED Galman could be an NPA because 
he resided at Bagong Silang, a remote barrio located at the boundary of Candaba, Pampanga, 
which is COMMONLY KNOWN TO BE an NPA infested area...." (Board Counsel's Report p. 356). 


Custodio never knew Galman to be armed; however, during his last visit, Custodio said 

"I SUSPECTED him (to be) with a firearm discreetly tucked under his waist." (id.) On 
the witness stand, Custodio reiterated that Galman "never told... (him) anything about 
subversion" (p. 357, id.) thus Custodio did not know "if he was a subversive or not." 

(1448) 


As innocuous as Custodio's sworn declarations are those of Eduardo de Guzman (id.) and 
the late Dionisio Conde. (p. 358, id.) Both were never members of the NPA; we have not 
been cited to any proof regarding this; they were therefore not competent to speak of the 
NPA. Their only source of knowledge about Galman's alleged subversive affiliation and 
activities is Galman himself, who had been dead for more than a month when their 

(De Guzman's and Conde's) statements were taken by the CIS. Their statements are hearsay, 
and carry no weight. They have no probative value. (Peo. v. Valero, 112 SCRA 661, 
citing Peo. v. Cabral, 58 Phil. 946 (unpub), referred to in Francisco's evidence, 1983 
ed., p 451; also Moran's evidence, 1980 ed., p. 285; and 3 Jones on evidence, 2nd ed.., 


p 743). 


Regarding Rosendo Cawigan, an exhaustive review and appraisal of his relevant testimony 
has been undertaken by our lawyers. We deem it appropriate simply to adopt our counsel's 
discussion on the matter, as demonstrating why Cawigan, too, is also undeserving of any 
testimonial credit. 


"In the first place, his claim of NPA Membership rests on nothing but his bare word. 
Despite the fact that Cawigan had been in the protective custody of the CIS since 
September 2, 1983 (p. 364, Board Counsel's Report) and his testimony was clearly vital 

to show the communist overtones of the Aquino assassination something very strongly sug- 
gested by government officials, including the President himself, the military authorities 
never offered to submit any "order of battle" or other document to establish Cawigan's 


supposed NPA affiliation. 


"In the second place, the Chief of the Criminal Investigation Service, PC, Col. Hermogenes 
Peralta, frankly acknowledged that he had never read the name of Cawigan inthe NPA order 
of battle or other records received by him from higher authority of the CIS' own assets 
and intelligence operatives. (p. 364, id.) Neither had he come across the name of 
Rolando Galman as an NPA commander. (lId.) 


"In the third place, Cawigan's long and extensive record of government service would 
appear to rule out any notion that he ever had time and opportunity to devote himself to 
the NPA to the extent necessary to undergo the necessary indoctrination and training and 
engage in such activities as would conduce to his progression up the NPA hierarchy. 
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"Fourth, Cawigan obviously felt himself close enough to certain government officials so 
as to be able to confidently list them as character references in the 'Personal History 
Statement’ dated September 28, 1973 submitted to him to the NGA (p 356, id.), these 
officials being (1) Gen. Nanadiego, then JAGO Chief; (2) Fiscal (now IAC Justice) Juan 
Sison; (3) Director Jolly Bugarin, NBI; (4) Col. Mariano Manlangit, ISAFP. (id.) It is 
noteworthy that with the exception of Bugarin, all these officials had been actively 
connected with the prosecution of subversives and NPA members. (Id.) This circumstance 
is inconsistent with his claim of NPA affiliation. 


"Fifth, Cawigan had given evidence against Senator Aquino and his co-accused during the 
military trial of the latter for subversion (id.) a circumstance that could not have 
escaped the attention of the NPA and could not have endeared him to its members, and is 
again contradictory of a claim of NPA adherence. 


"Sixth, there are preposterous portions in Cawigan's testimony that make it unprepossess- 
ing. He matter-of-factly .sserted, for instance, that he had killed or caused the 
killing of no less than thi ty (30) persons. (id.) He also declared that to qualify 

for commander in the NPA, a member had among others to personally exterminate at least 
twelve (12) enemies of the organization. (Id.) 


"Seventh, it simply taxes credulity to assert, as Cawigan so blithely did, that the 
highest ranking officer of the CPP/NPA, Commander Bilog, had sent for him in June, 1983, 
to sound him out as a possible assassin of Senator Aquino, although -- 


1) Bilog had not seen him in more than 13 years; 
2) Cawigan had severed his connections with the NPA as early as 1975; 


3) Cawigan had testified for the prosecution in the subversion proceedings in a military 
tribunal not only against Senator Aquino but also against Commander Dante (Bernabe 
Buscayno) ; 


4) Cawigan was a card and badge-bearing ‘Confidential Agent' of the NBI; 
5) Cawigan was Intelligence Chief of a government entity, the National Food Authority. 


"The communists had every reason to distrust Cawigan. In anv case, they could not have 
been so lacking in disciplined, dedicated followers, or so wanting in prudence, or in so 
desperate straits, as to consider assigning so delicate and important a mission as the 
assassination of a personage like Aquino to one who was practically a stranger to them 
and a known turncoat, to boot! 


Cawigan Not Taken Seriously 


"Even the military authorities did not take Cawigan seriously. Cawigan claimed that he 
had told Col. Balbino Diego and Col. Peralta about the alleged plot to kill Aquino in 

May 1983 -- although how he could have known it then is something of a mystery since, by 
his own testimony, he was not summoned by Commander Bilog and told about it until the 
first week of June 1983 -- but neither of these officers did anything about it. (1494) 
Cawigan also claimed that he had told Balbino Diego of the identity of Galman on August 
24, 1983, when there was still a big to-do about it, a reward of P [pesos] 500,000.00 
having in fact been put up for information leading to identification. (p 367, id.) Diego 
had promptly referred him to Col. Peralta, CIS Chief. (id.) Yet Cawigan was not brought 
to the morgue to make the identification of Galman until November 3, 1983, when the board 
convened precisely to make the identification of Galman by his mother and family formally 
a part of its official records. (id.) Cawigan was never mentioned as a source of intelli- 
gence in Project "Four Flowers", approved by General Ver and undertaken by military intel- 
ligence to more fully verify rumored threats against Aquino's life and identify the poten- 
tial killers and modus operandi. (id.) He is not mentioned in General Ver's testimony 

as an informant either. 
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Hearsay Character of Evidence 


"Quite apart from all these, the hearsay character of Cawigan's testimony, in so far as 
it merely relays what was told to him by Galman, proscribes acceptance of his 
declarations. 


Contradiction of Libyan Embassy 


"It may not be amiss to point out, too, that Cawigan's advertence to the alleged reason 
for Commander Bilog's decision to have Senator Aquino slain -- the latter's failure to 
turn over to the CPP funds received from Libya -- further debilitates his testimony, 
since very soon after media had published it, Mr Hadi Elweshi, the charge d'affaires of 
the Libyan Embassy, denied Cawigan's statement in no uncertain terms. In a letter dated 
December 21, 1983 addressed to the TIMES JOURNAL (p368, id.), Mr Elweshi said: 


"Cawigan's testimony tends to give the erroneous impression that Libya supported the 
local communist insurgency through the opposition leader Benigno S. Aquino. The Libyan 
People's Bureau categorically denies the existence of any link with the Communist New 
People's Army directly or indirectly and accordingly dismisses the allegation of 
Cawigan as untrue. (pp 364-368, Report of the Board's Counsel). 


We are not unmindful of the evidence given to us about Project "Four Flowers" (p 368, 
id). This was a project of the chief of the Intelligence Service of the AFP to "uncover" 
or "Confirm the existence of a plot or plots against ex-Sen AQUINO," and "determine the 
persons or groups involved, and methods to be used," "in order to neutralize the plot or 
plots." (id.) 


Testimonial and documentary evidence were presented to us in relation to this project 
(p 369, id.). But these proofs are arrant hearsay and do not merit any evidentiary 
weight, insofar as they are aimed at proving that Rolando Galman was a member of the 
NPA, was in fact a commander with the cognomen of "Ka Bert Ramos." The inference of 
Galman's communist linkages rests upon evidence that can only be described as "hearsay 
worse confounded," or as one author has put it, "double-deck" or even "quadruple-deck" 
hearsay; in other words, information delivered by an unnamed "principal agent," who 

had gotten it from a "penetration agent" identified only as "Baby," who in turn received 
it from another person, who had in turn obtained it from a certain "Ka Greg" or "Ka 
Fidel," neither of whom was even identified by the operatives involved in Project "Four 
Flowers." It may be that this kind of information is acceptable and even useful to the 
intelligence community, although we find it difficult to see how any reliable [as 
published] can be placed upon it for any purpose at all; but insofar as our proceedings 
are concerned, we do not hesitate to reject this kind of evidence. 


Rolando Galman's very criminal record belies the theory that he was a communist. It is 
true that it exhibits an unusually large number of crimes purportedly committed by 
Galman. It is certainly a record that should rank with the worst. Our counsel has 
stressed, however, two significant facts about this record, no matter how unprepossessing 
it may seem on its face; and there are, first, there is no proof whatsoever that Galman 
was ever convicted of any of the crimes enumerated in his record, and therefore, in the 
eyes of the law, he must be presumed innocent; and, second, none of the charges involves 
subversion. If account is further taken of two other circumstances, to wit; (1) that 
Col. Peralta, CIS Chief, frankly owned that he had not once seen Galman's name in any of 
the papers accessible to his regarding subversives (p 370, id.), and (2) that a 
presidential commitment order (PCO), pursuant to which Galman had been arrested and 
incarcerated, was set aside by the President sometime on January 21, 1983 upon recommen- 
dation of the Minister of National Defense, it appearing that Galman's acts for which he 
was arrested were not validly subject of such a commitment order (id.), it becomes 

all too obvious that Rolando Galman had no connections whatever with the NPA or the CPP, 
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Far from establishing Galman's alleged communist links, the pertinent proofs indicate 
the converse; they in fact establish their absence. 


If it was not Rolando Galman who killed Senator Aquino, the evidence to this effect 
being undeserving of credit -- because contrary to the physical fact, and it was not 
-357 Magnum revolver that slew him, as persuasively proven by scientific evidence, and 
Galman was not an NPA or subversive or otherwise acting under instructions of the 
NPA-CPP -~ we now address ourselves to our last two questions, to wit: if not Galman, 
then who was the killer, and how and why did he do it; was he acting alone or in 
conspiracy with others; and if so, who are his co-conspirators? 


The evidence presented before us reveals a string of events and circumstances indicating 
that the assassination of ex-Senator Aquino was a criminal plot among many persons. In 
the light of the evidence, we cannot accept the view that the assassination was the 

work of a single gunman, working clandestinely, moving and positioning himself at various 
places in the tarmac and other premises of the MIA without the knowledge and consent 

of the numerous military personnel in the area who were then enforcing strict security 
controls and safeguards and "sanitizing" the area and had in fact been doing so since 
early morning of that day. 


It is our understanding that in a conspiracy -- "...no formal agreement between the 
parties to do the act charged is necessary. It is sufficient that the minds of the 
parties meet understandingly so as to bring about an intelligent and deliberate 
agreement to do the acts and to commit the offense charged, although such agreement 

is not manifested by any formal words. A mutual implied understanding is sufficient, 

so far as the combination or confederacy is concerned, to constitute the offense. 
Previous acquaintance is necessary, and it is not essential that each conspirator shall 
take part in every act, or that he shall know the exact part to be performed by the 
other conspirators in the execytion of the act of conspiracy. Conspiracy implies 
concert of design and not participation in every detail of execution.... If the object 
of a combination is unlawful, the means contemplated to effect such object is 
immaterial...and it is not even necessary that the means should have been agreed on, 

or that any time should have been set for the accomplishement of the design." (People 
v. Ging Sam, et al., L-4287, December 29, 1953). 


We are also aware of the time-honored jurisprudence that direct proof is not essential 

to prove conspiracy. "The time-honored jurisprudence is that direct proof is not 
ential to prove conspiracy. It may be shown by a number of idefinite acts, 

‘f+itions and circumstances which vary accoracing to the purpose to be accomplished 

and from which may logically be inferred that there was a common design, understanding 

or agreement among the conspirators to commit the offense charged." (People v. 

Cabrera, 43 Phil. 64); (People v. Carbonel, 48 Phil. 868; People v. Cortez, 57 

SCRA 319.) 


While conspiracy to commit a crime must be established by positive evidence, direct 
proof is not essential to show it since by its nature it is planned in utmost secrecy. 
Consequently, competent and convincing circumstantial evidence will suffice to 
establish it. Equally entrenched in the corpus of our jurisprudence is that once 
conspiracy is proved all of the conspirators who acted in furtherance of the common 
design are liable as co-principals. 


"A time-honored rule in the corpus of our jurisprudence is that once conspiracy is 
proved, all of the conspirators who acted in furtherance of the common design are 
liable as co-principals. This rule of collective criminal liability emanates from 
the ensnaring nature of conspiracy. 
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However, in order to hold an accused guilty as co-principal by reason of conspiracy, it 
must be established that he performed an overt act in furtherance of the conspiracy, 
either by actively participating in the actual commission of the crime, or by lending 
moral ascendancy over the rest of the conspirators as to move them to executing the con- 
spiracy. The difference between an accused who is. principal under any of the three 
categories enumerated in Art. 17 of the Revised Pen. . Code and a co-conspirator who is 
also a principal is that while the former's criminal liability is limited to his own 
acts, as a gereral rule the latter's responsibility includes the acts of his fellow con- 
spirators." (People v. Peralta, 25 SCRA 259.) 


The chain of facts and circumstances that we refer to include those events showing 
awareness by the military authorities of the precise details of the arrival of Senator 
Aquino via China Airlines from Taipei, and the discernible pattern and conmon objective 
in the seemingly separate and unrelated acts performed during the implementation of the 
security arrangements for Senator Aquino. The chain runs as follows: 


1. Efforts exerted to dissuade Aquino from returning to the Philippi es because of 
alleged threats to his life, inclusive not only of the transmission to him of said dis- 
covered threats, but also the denial of travel documents to him and his family, and 
stern reminders to air carriers of convention agreements not to transport undocumented 
passengers (pp 29-31, 25, 36, Board Counsel's Report). 


2. The fact that the conclusion as the certain existence of the threats was based on 
flimsy factual premises and rumors of the vaguest sort (supra). 


3. Close monitoring of Aquino's activities while still in the U.S.A. with a view to 
ascertaining the details and logistics of his announced return to the Philippines 
(pp 27-38, 341-342, Board Counsel's Report). 


4. Monitoring of Aquino's sojourn and activities in Southeast Asia during the period 
after leaving the U.S.A. and before arrival at the MIA on August 21, 1983, inclusive 
of requested assistance from the internal security forces of Singapore and its Ministry 
of Foreign Affairs, and the transmission by Philippine embassies and consulates abroad 
of newspaper reports regarding Aquino, such as that in the MAINICHI SHIMBUN issue of 
August 18, 1983 to the effect that from Taipei, Aquino would fly by private plane to 
Manila on August 21, 1983 (pp 40-45, 301, 342-346, id.). 


5. The transmission of all monitored information on a regular basis to Gen. Ver and/or 
the intelligence community (pp 415-416, id.). 


6. Preparation of security plans to take custody and protect the life of Senator Aquino 
upon his arrival at the MIA on August 21, 1983 on the basis of false premises, to wit: 
(a) a letter dated August 18, 1983 of ex-Senator Salvador Laurel whom the intelligence 
community had no reason to trust and whose letter contained demonstrably wrong informa- 
tion, that is, that Aquino was coming via Japan Airlines, when JAL had given express 
assurance that it would not board Senator Aquino (pp 130-131, 296, id.); (b) the assumed 
alternative that Aquino might come on board JAL or any other carrie: either without 
travel papers, a patent impossibility in the light of established -ules and usages, or 
with travel documents, it being obvious that in view of the unbending refusal of the 
Philippine Government to renew Aquino’s passport or to renew any travel documents to 
him, Aquino could only come to counterfeit papers (pp 131-132, id.); and (c) the assump- 
tion that the military had no precise information of the details and therefore every 
arriving flight had to be searched when the above-mentioned monitoring activities had 
already enabled military authorities to ascertain those details, indeed, reconfirmation 
was made by the BAT [Bureau of Air Transportation] Air Control Tower from Taipei airport 
authorities of the departure time of CAL CI-811 from Taipei on August 21, 1983 on that 
very same day (pp 334-336, id.) 
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7. The attempt to correct the meaningless alternative above-mentioned by a directive 
that whether Aquino arrived with or without travel papers he would be arrested and 
detained, the correction being, however, based on an equally implausible reason, to wit, 
the reaffirmation by the military tribunal of the death sentence on Aquino and the 
issuance of a warrant of arrest on and other charges against him, which events had 
occurred one year before the security arrangements for Senator Aquino were even con- 
ceived (pp 159-162, id.). 


8. The omission from the principal security plan, OPLAN BALIK-BAYAN, of two elements 
usual in plans of that nature: an intelligence summary (p 428, id.); and a specific 
provision or a separate implementing plan for medical services in the event of injuries 
to the person protected or those protecting him (pp 429-433, id.); the failure to pro- 
vide for a photographic record of Aquino's arrival in contrast to the religious keeping 
of a detailed photographic record of his departure from the Philippines in 1980 and his 
activities while under detention in a military camp (pp 284-285, id.); and the inclusion 
in the implementing plan of a sketch of Gate 8 which was precisely the assigned berth 
for CAL CI-811. 


9. The fact that on August 21, 1983 not one single flight that arrived before CAL CI-811 
was entered and searched, and as to those prior flights -- 


a. The main boarding part of five (5) "main escorts," was never complete. 


b. The "main escorts" occasionally stayed only at the concrete tube of the airbridge. 


c. The “search of scanning of passengers was most perfunctory; for instance, only De 
Mesa and Lt. Casto met the PAL (PR-401) flight, and both left before finishing their 
"search." (p 334, id.) 


10. That when CAL CI-811 landed, however -- 


a. All 5 “main escorts" immediately assembled, even as the plane was landing, at the 
airbridge of Bay 8; 


b. In fact, no less than forty (40) (1409) persons, including the 5 "main escorts" 
assembled at the airbridge; aside from the "main escorts," also there, AT THE MOVABLE 
TUBE, were: 


1) Sgt. Eugenio Caliboso, of the “Augmentation Force"; 


2) Capt. Bautista, head of the covert intelligence teams, and 5 soldiers from one of 
his teams (No. 1): Miranda, Pelias, De la Cruz, Danao, Febrero; 


3) Sgt. Bong and AIC Acupido, of Capt. Bautista's Team II; 
4) Sgt. Casta, PSC, not at all involved in any of the security arrangements; 


5) Airport Manager Luis Tabuena; 

6) CAL Airline Manager Richard Kan Yu; 

7) Three (3) representatives of Customs; 

AND AT THE CONCRETE TUBE: 

1) Three officials of OMA; Col. Tigas, Sietereales, Riofrir; 


2) Other soldiers of the "Augmentation Force," Ikan, Tampis, Ladignon, and the com- 
mander of the force, Capt. Amorsolo; 


3) 14 Filipino journalists directed to go into the tube by Col. Tigas; 
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c. The "main escorts" did not simply stay at the concrete tube, but immediately move 
into the MOVABLE TUBE, together with ten (10) other soldiers; and all of them were in 
the movable tube even as it was being maneuvered into place. 


d. The moment the airplane door was opened, all but one of the "main escorts," plus 
one other soldier not directly charged with meeting Aquino, Miranda, and one other 
not even involved in any of the plans (Casta), immediately walked into the aircraft 
(p 335-336, id.) 


ll. That in respect to none of the flights before CAL CI-811 did teams Bravo, Charlie, 
and Delta alight from their vehicles and deploy around an aircraft, except only as 
regards a Cathay Pacific flight (CX-901); 


a. Even in respect to CX-901, however, the deployment was not taken seriously by the 
soldiers; they were "not on the alert," but treated it only as a sort of "dry run." 
(336, id). 


12. That when CAL CI-811 landed, however, all said teams, Bravo, Charlie and Delta, 
immediately leaped down from their two (2) vehicles, and quickly, and in dead earnest, 
deployed themselves around the plane. (p 336, id) 


13. That the formation of a "Boarding Party" was provided for in IMPLAN "Alalay," 
which was drawn up only on August 20, 1983; yet on AUGUST 18, Lt. Castro was already 
forming such a "Boarding Party," and Major Senador of the PC (not Avsecom) had, by 
written directive, also on August 18, already assigned four (4) men to Lt. Castro; 


a. This Boarding Party, the "welcoming committee," was composed of a 2nd lieutenant, 
two (2) sergeants and two (2) privates; yet when Aquino left he was seen off by two (2) 
generals (Zumel and Ramas), the Deputy Minister, the Vice-Governor of Metro-Manila, 

the PAL General Manager, the Airport Manager; 


b. Senator Aquino was no doubt deemed important enough to warrant mobilization of more 
than 2,000 officers and troops: yet he was met by a mere 2nd lieutenant, 2 sergeants 
and 2 privates; 


c. The 2nd lieutenant even delegated the "welcoming" function to his sergeants and kept 
completely aloof from the whole affair." (id.) 


14. THAT THE “AUGMENTATION FORCE" OF EIGHT (8) SOLDIERS UNDER CAPT. AMORSOLO WAS SUP- 
POSED TO ASSIST THE BOARDING PARTY AND BE DIRECTLY ON CALL: YET WHEN CAL CI-811 WAS 
BOARDED BY THE "MAIN ESCORTS" -- 


A. ONLY CALIBOSO OF THE "AUGMENTATION FORCE" WAS AT THE MOVABLE TUBE; THE OTHERS WERE 
AT THE CONCRETE TUBE, 


B. WHEN CASTRO NEEDED TO POST SOMEONE SIMPLY TO STAND BY THE PLANE DOOR, HE SELECTED 
ONE OF THE "MAIN ESCORTS" (MORENO), INSTEAD OF A SOLDIER FROM THE "AUGMENTATION FORCE"; 
TO TAKE MORENO'S PLACE INSIDE THE PLANE, AGAIN HE PICKED NO ONE’ FROM THE "AUGMENTATION 
FORCE," BUT INSTEAD CALLED ON A TROOPER FROM COVERT INTELLIGENCE (MIRANDA) AND ON 
ANOTHER WHO WAS NOT EVEN INVOLVED IN OPLAN "BALIKBAYAN" OR ANY IMPLEMENTING PLAN 


(CASTRA). (P 337, ID.) 


15. That the area assigned to Sgt Bona and AIC Acupido for covert operations was the 
arrival and departure section of the airport building; yet when CI-811 landed, they 
left their zone and went into the movable tube (although several other soldiers were 


there already). (id.) 
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16. That the "Boarding Party " was supposed to form itself into a "V", with Sen. 
Aquino in the middle; they did not do so. (id.) 


17. That the “Augmentation Force" was supposed to form a “human cordon" or "chain" 
behind Aquino; they did not do so, claiming that Aquino, in going down the bridge 
stairs, had moved out of their "area of responsibility," (id.) 


18. That the "boarding party" was supposed to protect Senator Aquino with their 
bodies; yet when the shooting started, not one of the party stayed by the fallen 
Aquino, much less covered him with his body; all the escorting soldiers left the 
scene precipitately, in unseemingly [as published] haste. (id) 


19, That Sgts Mojica and Albano were supposedly instructed by their commander, Capt 
Bautista, to check the employees servicing the Brunei Airways plane docked at Bay 7, 
but actually posted themselves at the ramp area of Gate 8, and were there seconds 
before Aquino was brought down the stairs; 


a. They were supposedly the only two (2) members of the intelligence team (Team I) 
who were armed. (p 338, id.) 


20. That Senator Aquino was supposed to be protected from verified threats against 
his life; all the soldiers were on the look-out for suspicious characters, 
even any civilian approaching Aquino; yet not a single one of the _ soldiers 
who were at the bridge stairs or the tarmac, as Aquino and his escorts were descending, 
spotted the assassin as he lurked somewhere by the plane and as he began to run toward 
Aquino, drawing a gun from his waist; not one of the five (5) soldiers down the stairs 
with Aquino -- Lat, De Mesa, Moreno, Miranda, Lazaga, or the seven (7) members of Team 
Delta securing the nose of the plane (including Capt. Kavinta), or the eleven (11) 
members of Team Alpha in the SWAT van (including Capt Valerio), or the four (4) guards, 
or the eight (8) members of Team Bravo and Charlie securing the tail section of the 
plane (including Lt Padao) -- NOT ONE OF THESE thirty-one (31) officers and men -- 

saw the assassin, not even a second before he allegedly fired a shot at Senator 
Aquino; it is only CIC Lazaga who claims to have seen the assassin earlier, standing 
nonchalantly underneath the airplane, one of his legs raised an resting on one of its 
wheels, but he did not give him any particular attention until it was too late. (id.) 


21. That there were supposed to be two (2) alternate routes for Aquino from the plane: 
through the normal way, the tube and the concourse (PLAN ALPHA), or down the service 
stairway (PLAN BRAVO): but -- 


a. The plan was for SWAT soldiers in full battle gear to be deployed only at the tarmac, 
the apron level, not anywhere at the deplaining level; 


1) there was no "firepower" to speak of in the airbridge; even the only two (20 armed 
members of DI Team I, posted at the tube, were sent down to the tarmac; 


b. The route in PLAN ALPHA was much longer and hence entailed more exposure to danger 
than that in PLAN BRAVO, 


c. There was no reason for Aquino to be taken inside the building and from thence 

down to the van waiting below; Custodio was supposed to meet him at AVSECOM headquarters, 
not at the airport; there was no need to examine his papers, since the military knew 

he could not have valid papers, and, regardless of his papers or lack of them, his 
detention had been directed by General Ver; 
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d. Without knowing which plan would be put into effect, the SWAT van immediately pro- 
ceeded to the side of CAL CI-811, instead of waiting at the alternate area, near the 
elevator under the building. (pp 338-339, id.) 


22. THAT IT WAS CUSTODIO WHO OSTENSIBLY HAD TO DECIDE WHICH OF THE TWO PLANS WOULD BE 
IMPLEMENTED, AND HE HAD OPTED FOR PLAN BRAVO; YET HE UNACCOUNTABLY GAVE CONFLICTING 
REASONS FOR HIS DECISION: 


A. THERE WAS SUPPOSEDLY AN UPSURGE OF "HUNDREDS" OF PEOPLE IN THE TUBE AND CONCOURSE; 
THIS IS CONTRARY TO TESTIMONY OF SEVERAL WITNESSES, SOME OF WHOM WERE MILITARY PERSON- 
NEL; 


B. LATER, THE REASON HE GAVE WAS, NOT THE "SURGING CROWD," BUT THE MANY TELEPHONE CALLS 
RECEIVED BY HIM INFORMING OF THREATS AGAINST AQUINO'S LIFE; 


C. STILL LATER, HE GAVE AS REASON THE ALLEGED "PERSISTENT INTELLIGENCE REPORTS THAT 
ASSAILANTS WERE WAITING FOR HIS (AQUINO'S) ARRIVAL," AND THAT THE FRONT AREA OF THE 
TERMINAL WAS FULL OF PEOPLE; 1) MOREOVER, AS LATE AS THE EVENING OF AUGUST 21, 1983, GEN 
CUSTODIO STILL DISPLAYED AN INTRIGUING UNFAMILIARITY WITH HIS CHIEF OF STAFF'S ORDERS; 
CUSTODIO STILL THOUGHT HIS ORDERS WERE ALTERNATIVE: SHIP AQUINO BACK OR DETAIN HIM, 
DEPENDING ON HIS TRAVEL PAPERS 


D. OFFICERS AND MEN DISREGARDED THEIR INSTRUCTIONS, WITHOUT CLEARING WITH SUPERIORS, 
INSTANTLY AND SPONTANEOUSLY AS DEVELOPMENT UNFOLDED: IN ADDITION; THEY DID ACTS INIMI- 
CAL TO COMMON SENSE AND TO THE PRIMORDIAL OBJECTIVE OF GIVING SECURITY TO AQUINO: THESE 
WERE: LT CASTRO, TEAM DELTA, CAPT KAVINTA, TEAM ALPHA, CAPT VALERIO, DI TEAM L. (PP 
339-340, id.) 


23. That not one single flight that arrived prior to CI-81l was ever required to re- 
quest its passengers to remain seated until boarded by a "Boarding Party"; this re- 
quirement was imposed -- and with some insistence -- only as regards CAL CI-811l. 

(p 340, id.) 


24. The fact, as already pointed out that Galman had been able to freely move around 
in the MIA, and be at the vicinity of the SWAT van at the precise time when Senator 
Aquino was escorted down the service stairs by Sgt de Mesa and company. (pp 372-374, id.) 


25. The restriction of free access to specific areas of the International Passenger 
Terminal and the tarmac as regards all unauthorized persons, including the family and 
friends of Senator Aquino and all members of media, except, fourteen, who were the only 
ones authorized to meet Senator Aquino at Gate 8. (pp 56, 277, id.) 


26. At least thirty (30) minutes before the arrival of CI-811, Col Tigas, PSC Media 
Relations Officer, authorized fourteen local journalists to go to Bay 8, and, when 
CI-811 was coming in, directed them to stay in the concrete tube, and forbade the taking 
of pictures through the windows of the concourse. 


27. That by a series of coincidences, the TV monitoring system of the Avesecom, and 
that of the BAT (Bureau of Air Transportation), one of the cameras of which afforded 

a direct, unhampered view of the service stairway at Bay 8, failed to provide any signi- 
ficant view, much less a lasting record of the descent of Aquino from the plane. 


(p 341, id.) 


28. The separation of Senator Aquino from his fellow passengers, including his brother- 
in-law and the media representatives accompanying him, who were all effectively blocked 
and prevented from following Aquino bodily or even visually, as he was brought out of 
the airbridge and down the service stairway toward the waiting SWAT van at the tarmac. 


(pp 72-73, id.) 
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29, The sending away of the ramp guards and private security guards ordinarily on 
duty at the foot of the service stairs, as well as the service or maintenance people 
ordinarily on duty under the plane, (pp 62-63, id.) 


30. The confabulated, perjured narration of the SWAT troopers and the soldiers 
escorting Senator Aquino that Galman had darted from somewhere and shot Aquino, and 
was thereafter himself gunned down by the SWAT soldiers, when in truth and in fact 
Galman was already prostrate on the tarmac at the rear of the van even before said 
SWAT soldiers emerged from their van, (pp 187-232, id.) 


31. The shooting of Galman in such a s~ age and pitiless manner as to eliminate any 
possibility of his surviving the buliccs rained down on him and disclosing relevant 
:nformation to the authorities. (pp 85-88, id.) 


32. The meaningless military maneuvers of the SWAT soldiers composing Team Alpha 
during and after the shooting of Galman for the second time. (pp 84-91, id.) 


33. The prevention by Col Tigas of a press interview of Mariemel Quijano, who had 
obviously witnessed something of so dramatic and emotional a nature as to leave her in 
a most agitated state. (pp 99-100, id.) 


34. The "borrowing" by Jolly Riofrir on instructions of Col Tigas of the negatives 
of the journalists at Gate 8 at the time of the shooting. (p 124,, id.) 


35. The ostensible failure to identify Rolando Galman despite his long criminal record 
in the files of various police agencies. (pp 121, 369, id.) 


36. The attempts by the military to mislead the Board, inclusive of the presentation 
of "scientific evidence” that it was .357 Magnum that had killed Senator Aquino, or 
proof of the supposedly "corrupted" nature of the TV tapes (pp 457-465, id.); and 
submission of false testimonies not only of Aquino's escorts and the SWAT troopers 
who admittedly shot Galman but also of others like Sgt Armando de la Cruz, Capt 
Romeo Bautista, Sgt Prospero Bona. (pp 179-236, 451-453, 455-456, id.) 


37. Failure of the military investigators to pursue theories other than that of the 
Galman-NPA/Communist theory. (pp 168, 355-369, id.) 


38. The mysterious and unexplained disappearance of the Oliva sisters, Lina Galman 
and Rogelio Taruc with whom Galman might have confided information about his 
mission at the MIA on August 21, 1983. 


It should be clarified that participants in the exchange of messages to dissuade 
Aquino from returning to the Philippines and in the denial of travel documents were 
not parties to the criminal plot. These are limited to those who (a) planned the 
assassination, or (b) “performed overt acts in furtherance of the criminal plot, 
either by actively participating in the actual commission of the crime or by lending moral 
ascendancy to their co-plotters by being present at the scene of the crime, or by 
exerting moral ascendancy over the rest of the conspirators as to move others to 
executing the conspiracy." (People vs. Izon, L-10397, October 16, 1958, 104 Phil 
690, quoted in People vs Peralta, L-19069, October 29, 1968, 25 SCRA 7591). 


A careful evaluation and analysis of the enumerated chain of circumstances, which show 
that there was a conspiracy to assassinate Aquino, revealed that the plotters must 
possess information and/or authority or authority for the following: 
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1. ACCURATE INFORMATION ABOUT THE CIRCUMSTANCES OF AQUINO'S ARRIVAL ON BOARD CHINA 
AIRLINES CI-811 WHICH DOCKED AT GATE 8. 


Any number of people knew this information, among whom were members of media. However, 
Laurel, who requested for the security measures for Aquino's safety and arranged for a 
large delegation of welcomers, believed that Aquino was arriving on board Japan Air 
Lines. He was informed by Aquino's sister, Lupita Kashiwahara, of Aquino's arrival on 
board CI-811 only a few minutes before the airplane arrived. 


The assassin, if an agent of conspirators, who could not have known the details of the 
security plans, specially the alternate routes (Plan Alpha and Plan Bravo), could 
neither have knowledge of this vital information. The only conclusion is that the 
assassin obtained this vital information from a reliable source, I.E. individuals 
involved in the preparation and implementation of the security plan, and that would have 
to be the ranking officers of the security forces. 


2. INFORMATION THAT AQUINO WAS ACCOMPANIED BY HIS BROTHER-IN-LAW AND MEMBERS OF FOREIGN 
MEDIA. 


Any number of people possessed this information. However, to prevent not only his 
brother-in-law from accompanying Aquino in the process of being "invited" by the security 
forces but also to prevent accompanying members of media to at least view and record 
from the stairway platform the descent of Aquino and escorts down the stairway (media 
members not to deplane other than through the IPT concourse) required official authority 
and special orders. These could only have come from the highest command of the security 
forces. These orders were given because of foreknowledge that Aquino had asked members 
of foreign media to accompany him flying into Manila in the hope of deterring any 
attempt on his life and to report occurrences during his arrival. 


3. PREVENT POTENTIAL WITNESSES OF THE ASSASSINATION. 


This was done by Col Tigas of the presidential Security Command attached to the airport 
who not only limited the number of accredited members of local media to a manageable 
level but also "maneuvered" them to the concrete portion of the airbridge, an area which 
does not provide a free and easy view of the service stairway and the tarmac approxim- 
ately thirty minutes before the deplaining and descent down the stairway by Aquino and 
escorts. 


Col Tigas either had foreknowledge of the assassination to occur as Aquino descends and 
proceeds to the waiting SWAT van and was given specific orders by the high command of 
the security forces to do what he did. Col Tigas also exercised efforts to locate 
persons, including deplanning passengers, who might have witnessed the assassination. 
One of those he accosted was Ms Quijano who was crying and saying that "they killed 
him." 


4. CLASSIFIED INFORMATION ABOUT THE COMPREHENSIVE SECURITY PLAN, SPECIFICALLY THE 
ALTERNATIVE ROUTES TO BE USED BY AQUINO AND ESCORTS IN DEPLANING AND PROCEEDING TO THE 
SWAT VAN (PLAN ALPHA AND PLAN BRAVO). 


No other individuals outside the military security forces had knowledge of Plan Alpha 
and Plan Bravo. These alternate routes were essential segments of the security plan in 
order to mislead anyone who might assault Aquino. Only the authorized members of the 
military security forces were aware of the alternatives. Even Cawigan, who testified 
that he was able to penetrate the security measures by using his NBI identification card 
and was determined to assassinate Aquino, was misled by the implementation of Plan Bravo 
(the use of the aerobridge exit stairway by Aquino and escorts) instead of Plan Alpha 
using the concourse. 
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5. CONTROL OF ALL ACTIVITIES AT THE MIA COMPLEX WERE TAKEN OVER BY THE AVSECOM COMMAND 
FROM THE CIVILIAN AUTHORITIES DURING A PERIOD MANY DAYS BEFORE THE ASSASSINATION OF 
AQUINO. 


This control provided the opportunity to implement without any difficulty the ostensible 
comprehensive security measures to prevent unauthorized individuals from being present 
or intruding into the whole MIA complex, particularly the highly restricted areas within 
the view of the route of Aquino as he was to be escorted from the plane to the SWAT van. 
Even the prior permission by Gen Mgr Tabuena for a reasonable number of members of the 
family and close friends of Aquino to meet Aquino planeside or at least at the concourse 
area (Plan Alpha) was nullified by the security command and all efforts of Laurel to 
obtain new permission from Gen Custodio was futile. 


Elements of the security forces started deployment as early as 3:00 a.m. that day to 
doubly ensure that "enemy forces" and all unauthorized persons (potential witnesses) 
were prevented from penetrating the restricted areas of the MIA that day. 


6. POSSESS [as published] INFORMATION OF THE USE OF THE SERVICE STAIRWAY (PLAN 
BRAVO) AND THE CONVERT SPECIAL ARRANGEMENTS MADE THE ASSASSIN ABLE TO SHOOT AQUINO. 


The use of the close-in security (to shield Aquino with their bodies if necessary), the 
support given by the intelligence contingent under Capt Bautista at the aerobridge, the 
deployment of a cordon of security forces around the airplane of the special contingent 
in the SWAT van under the command of Capt Kavinta, Capt Valerio, and Lt Padao, make it 
impossible for any unauthorized persons, “enemy forces," much less "unauthorized" 
assassin, to penetrate the security and be present at the opportune time to assassinate 
Aquino. 


If Galman was indeed the assassin, he would have had prior knowledge of the use of the 
service stairway. This information could come only from an officer of the security 
forces who had the authority to decide which route to take (Plan Alpha or Plan Bravo). 
This was no other person than Gen Custodio. Moreover, with the close-in security and 
the deployment of the security forces within the immediate person of Aquino and the 
vicinity of the assassination, it would not be possible for the assassin to be present 
at the opportune time and place to shoot Aquino without being detected and prevented 
from being successful in the assassination. The alertness to any danger on Aquino's 
safety of the security forces was at the highest level as Aquino was being escorted to 
the SWAT van. It was impossible for any assassin, no matter how determined he was, to 
be able to accomplish the assassination. 


Whoever was the assassin, Galman or another person, he was able to shoot Aquino only by 
cover special arrangements of certain officers of the security forces. If it was 
Galman, additional arrangements were made to ensure his immediate death and silence. 

If it was not Galman, then Galman was used as a decoy/scapegoat to hide the identity of 
the real assassin. The shooting of Galman repeatedly (even after he was "permanently 
silenced" by the first four shots) was done to mislead witnesses who were not members 
of the plot as well as members of the security forces who did not witness the actual 
assassination. These include members of media who were able to take approximately one 
hundred (100) pictures approximately 8 to 9 seconds after the shooting of Aquino and 
two to four seconds after Galman was shot four times and fell dead. 


The involvement of various levels of military personnel, particularly ranking officers 
of the AVSECOM and units assigned to the operations of the MIA, leads to the conclusion 
that the principals in the conspiracy were persons who could exercise official authority 
or powerful influence over the involved military personnel. 


IV. 26 Oct 84 P 31 PHILIPPINES 


The plotters include ranking officers of the military more particularly ranking 
officers and personnel of the Aviation Security Command (AVSECOM) which, upon request 
of ex-Senator Salvador Laurel, a political ally of Aquino, was ironically the military 
unit tasked to provide security against threats to Aquino's safety upon his return. 
Thus, otherwise responsible officers of the military and men of AVSECOM were persuaded 
to plan and implenment the criminal plot in the belief that Aquino's presence in the 
Philippines would post a serious de-stabilizing factor in the peace and order situation 
in the country. Moreover, Aquino was under death penalty by a military commission 
anyway which fact was mentioned many times by counsel representing the AVSECOM during 
the FFB [Fact-Finding Board] hearings. 


Rolando Galman was not the assassin of Senator Aquino. He was at the MIA on August 21, 
1983, and was killed there about the same time that Aquino was himself felled by a 
single tullet. This cannot be denied. It is true, too, that he had a criminal 
record, appeared to be a member of a criminal syndicate based in Nueva Ecija, and 
was a "gun-for-hire."” It further appears tht he was a friend of Col Arturo Custodio, 
whose help had been sought in affecting Galman's release from detention purusant 
to a PCO, presidential commitment order, and at whose house Galman could gain entry 
and wait even in the absence of Col Custodio. It appears finally that Galman had been 
fetched from his house by Col Custodio and Hermilo "Boy" Gusuico sometime on August 17, 
1983; and this date marked the last time that Galman had been seen by any members of 

; is family, until he was shot down by SWAT soldiers at the MIA at noon of August 21, 
.973. These circumstances, and the obvious fact that Galman could not have stayed 
and maneuvered at the tarmac for any appreciable length of time without the knowledge 
and acquiescence of the military personnel who were in the premises in considerable 
number and alerted to watch out for unauthorized individuals in the area, would still 
leave open the possibility that Galman was the killer but was acting, not in conspiracy 
with NPA/CPP but, with the AVSECOM. All these notwithstanding, Galman was not, 
to repeat, Aquino's killer. 


In the first place, the story of the AVSECOM SWAT soldiers who shot him down and the 
soldiers who escorted Senator Aquino down the service stairs, to the effect that 

it was Glaman who had shot Aquino is, as we have already pointed out, clearly and 
definitely a concocted, a confabulated story. 


In the second place, upon a consideration of all the evidence bearing upon this 

point, particularly the testimonies of Raman Ralang, Efren Ranas, Ruben Regalado, 
Olivia Reyes, Ramon Layoso, Mario Iajer, Wilson Llasos, Fred Viesca, Celso Loterinia, 
in contrast to the testimonies of Jose Orpas and Ucusto Fred Flor Sca which he do 

not feeltobe deserving of weight, and taking due account of time and motion verifi- 
cation tests conducted by us at the site of the assassination on May 7, 1984, in rela- 
tion to the audio and video tapes, we find that the shooting of Senator Aquino took 
place within ten (10) to eleven (11) seconds from the time he emited from the air- 
bridge door leading to the service stairs. This time frame, considered conjointly with 
the rate of descent testified to by many witnesses, including Sgt Lat and Sgt 
Martinez, as also verifiable by common sense an ordinary human experience, would place 
Aquino somewhere at the last steps of the stairway; we find that he was shot on 
negotiating the last few steps of the stairs and began to take his first step on the 
tarmac. Aquino was assassinated while he was inthe process of descending the stairway 
escorted by De Mesa. Lat, Moreno, and Miranda, Aquino was shot behind the head 

at the bottom of the staircase. 


No other person was in a position to shoot Senator Aquino at the stairway except 
his escorts themselves. 
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It was therefore no other than one of his escorts who actually killed him. Considering 
the relative positions of the escorts, the gunman could be either C1C Rogelio Moreno or 
Sgt. Filomeno Miranda. 


After Aquino was shot, his escorts, Lat and De Mesa, continued to support him and carried 
him a few more steps toward the SWAT van, approximately nine (9) feet from the foot of 
the stairway within approximately two (2) seconds; this finding is also consistent with 
our time and motion verification tests. De Mesa, the escort at Aquino's left, released 
him. Since this was not expected by Lat, the escort at Aquino's right, Lat was left to 
bear Aquino's weight alone and thus almost fell with Aquino and, as Lat scampered away, 
he dragged the right arm of Aquino forward. Approximately 3.7 seconds after Aquino was 
shot, Galman was shot three times, and again a fourth time, approximately 2.1 seconds 
afterwards. All members of the security forces fled from the scene leaving the bodies 
of Galman and Senator Aquino alone at the tarmac behind the SWAT van for approximately 
seventeen (17) seconds. 


Then the members of the Team, Alpha emerged from the SWAT van and the first one out, 
Mateo, started shooting at the prostrate body of Galman approximately seventeen (17) 
seconds after the fourth shot on Galman, shortly after Mateo started shooting Galman. 
De Guzman, standing on the bumper of the SWAT van also fired at Galman with his hand 
gun, then Estelo, after emerging from the van, also started firing at Galman. Approxi- 
mately a total of twenty-three shots (23) were fired at Galman. Shortly thereafter, 
Aquino's body was loaded into the SWAT van. All these sequence of events are shown in 
the Photo-Chronology (Exhibit 457). Shortly thereafter, all members of Team Alpha, 
joined by Sgt. Pablo Martinez and Sgt. Lat, boarded the SWAT van and drove away to bring 
Aquino to Fort Bonifacio General Hospital. These actions were done not only to make 
sure that Galman was permanently silenced but also to attract attention and give the 
public and members of the media the impression that Galman was the assassin. In fact, 
members of the media who rushed out of the concrete tube were able to take hundreds of 
pictures of the shooting of Galman and related events but not the shooting of Aquino or 
the first four shots at Galman. 


Having determined thus far that -- 


1. The SWAT troopers who gunned down Galman and the soldiers who escorted Senator 
Aquino down the service stairs, deliberately and in conspiracy with one another, gave 

a perjured story to us regarding the alleged shooting by Galman of Senator Aquino and 
the mowing down, in turn, of Galman himself, these persons being Sgt. Lat, Sgt. De Mesa, 
C1C Moreno, CIC Lazaga, Sgt. Miranda, Sgt. de Guzman, Sgt. Mateo, Sgt. Desolong, ALC 
Estelo; 


2. The conspiracy to lie to and mislead us extended to the other officers and men who 
regaled us with the same concocted tale, these persons being Capt Kavinta, Sgt. 
Martinez, Sgt Fernandez, Sgt Mojica, Sgt Torio, AlC Acupido; 


3. It was not a .357 magnum revolver that was used in the assassination of Senator 
Aquino but a .38 or .45 caliber pistol; 


4. Gen Prospero A. Olivas sought to mislead us upon this matter of the .357 Magnum 
revolver by citing, in substantiation of his theory that this was the murder weapon, a 
chemical report that he knew or sought to have known involved a lead fragment that was 
not one of those retrieved from the head of Senator Aquino, and completely disregarding 
and deliberately omitting to cite a second chemical report which admittedly involved 
two of the three lead fragments recovered from Senator Aquino's head; just as he also 
sought to mislead us by his theory of the "deformed copper jacket" claimed by him to 
have exited from Senator Aquino's chin, and his theory of the "corrupted" or spurious 
ABC video tape adopted by NHK TV for its special program on the Aquino assassination; 
these with the evident purpose of concealing the body or effects of the crime and bring 
about exoneration of the military; 
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5. Contrary to tl -laims »>f th litary inves tors, chere is no evi 
the NPA-CPP to the xillin Sen. or Aquino; if ac all, the evicence show hat | 
Galman ‘ad no subversive ai iliat: ns; 


6. Senator Aquino was shot behind the head as he reached the bottom of the service 
Stairs attached to the airbridge of Bay 8; he was not shot by Rolando Galman who was 
never at the stairway; it was in fact only the soldiers in the staircase with Senator 
Aquino who could have shot him, and considering the relative positions of the persons 
in that fatal stairway, it was either C1C Rogelio Moreno or Sgt Filomeno Miranda, who 
had the best opportunity to do so; 


7. The military officers in charge of the security preparations for Senator Aquino were 
fully cognizant of the fact that it was on CAL Cl-811 that Senator Aquino would arrive 
at the MIA on August 21, 1983; and, therefore, the ostensible acts of having to meet 

and search every arriving flight in order to identify Senator Aquino were fictitious and 
sham, and the various other acts of ostensible protection to Senator Aquino, considered 
conjointly with the facts above-mentioned, the concerned lies of the SWAT troopers and 
escorts, the misleading evidence submitted to us relative to the murder weapon and the 
subversive connections, all relate to and interact with one another so closely as to 
disclose a definite common design and common objective -- in a word, criminal conspiracy. 


We now address ourselves to the final question: who are the other persons who are 
involved in this conspiracy, either as principals, upon the theory that the act of one 
is the act of all, or as accessories, for attempting to hide the corpus of the offense? 


General Custodio's involvement in the conspiracy is indubitable. Custodio presided over 
the whole clockwork-like proceeding at the MIA on the 21st of August, 1983, give such 
orders and doing such acts as were necessary, in line with either the real plan, or the 
apparent one; e.g., approval of the list of journalists to be allowed into Gate 8 (TSN, 
Nov 21, 1983, P.M., p 18); relaying of instruction to CAL CI-811 to keep the passengers 
seated until the boarding party shall have entered the plane, instructions to the board- 
ing party to actually enter and search CI-811 to keep the passengers seated until the 
boarding party shall have entered the plane; instructions to put Plan Bravo into effect, 
i.e., bring Aquino down the service stairs. 


Coordination of the different activities at the MIA could not have been effected by any 
one else, such as the sudden convergence of security men, numbering more than 30, at the 
airbridge of Gate 8 exactly when CI-811 arrived; the herding of newsmen authorized to 
enter Gate 8 into the concrete tube thereof from which they could have no view of the 
service stairs; the keeping away of all other newsmen as well as the immediate family 

and close friends and associates of Senator Aquino; the blocking of the doorway out of 
the service stairs, thus preventing the foreign correspondents accompanying Aquino from 
following him bodily or even visually; the shooing away of the ramp guards and private 
security guards, as well as maintenance and service personnel from the immediate vicinity 


of the service stairs. 
There are many other circumstances showing Gen Custodio's complicity in the plot: 


1. In common with the Intelligence Community and, of course, General Ver, he knew that 
Senator Aquino could not possibly come via JAL or PAL, and that in fact Aquino would be 
arriving on board CAL CI-811 from Taipei; yet he testified that his information was 
that Aquino would definitely come on JAL, and denied knowing about CAL CI-81l. 
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2. Since the intelligence community, and General Ver, knew that Aquino could not 
possibly come via JAL, or PAL, or in fact any other carrier except CAL C1-811, the whole 
exercise of meeting every plane arriving on the 2lst of August, securing it on the tarmac, 
and entering and searching it, was nothing but an ostentatious series of maneuvers to 
disguise a real plan. There was no way Custodio could not know this, given his position 
as commanding general of the AVSECOM directly entrusted with the ostensible mission of 
securing Aquino and given the established procedures in the military, or at the very 
least the commonsensical necessity of giving him all necessary information to perform an 
assigned task. 


3. The boarding party headed by Lt Jesus Castro, Custodio's personal aide, had as its 
base of operations the CIQ offices, which was where Gen Custodio had set up his command 
post for that day and where he was located at the time of the shooting. Castro was of 
course communicating with Custodio. Hence, the latter knew Castro was not in fact 
boarding or entering any plane prior to CAL CI-811, and was in fact conducting a most 
cursory and careless observation of deplaning passengers at the airbridges. 


4. Custodio was in radio contact with Capt Felipe Valerio, the officer in charge of the 
SWAT teams tasked to secure and deploy around every arriving aircraft, as well as with 
Capt Llewelyn Kavinta, commander of one of those teams, Team Delta. So Gen Custodio 
knew these teams were not in fact deploying around the arriving flights, except in the 
case of the Cathay Pacific plane that landed ahead of CAL CI-811; but, even in this 
case, the deployment was merely a "dry run," and the men were "not on the alert." 


5. Gen Custodio, having been assigned to the International Ariport for some time, and 
having himself traveled extensively, knew that the possibility, posited in Gen Ver's 
directive to him dated August 19, 1983, that Sen Aquino might come via JAL or some other 
carrier without travel papers could not happen, since no carrier would board any person 
without papers. Yet he raised no question about it. 


6. On the 2lst, Ver revised his August 19th directive by deleting his posited alterna- 
tive that Aquino might come without travel papers (and thus be sent back on the same 
plane). The only option left to Custodio was to arrest and detain Aquino. Yet when 
Custodio wrote his post-incident report to Ver (Exh. 14-E), it appeared he was ignorant 
of his amending directive, because his report still referred to the alternative that 
Aquino might come without travel papers, and even Custodio's statement of the Ver alter- 
native was erroneous, at variance with the August 19th directive. 


7. Gen Custodio's statement that he submitted such a post-incident or command report 
to Gen Ver is denied by the latter. 


8. Custodio said he came to believe that Aquino was on CAL CI-811 only because there was 
a "surging crowd" of "hundreds" of people filling up the CONCOURSE AND THE TUBE AT BAY 8. 
This is not true. First, he knew beforehand that Aquino was coming on CAL CI-811l. 
Second, his statementis contradicted by every other witness who was at the concourse and 
the tube at the time, particularly the media people, their testimony being uniformly 

to the effect that the place was practically deserted, this being also the testimony of 
Col Avelino Abiol, that the place was indeed deserted. 


9, Not only is his statement of the "surging crowd" contradicted by all other witnesses, 
it is contradicted by other statements made by Custodio himself. 


10. Before becoming AVSECOM chief, Custodio had occasion to prepare an IMPLAN, 
"Salubong," to implement OPLAN "MABUHAY," the standing, general plan for meeting and 
securing the President of the Philippines and others VIP (Exh. 9-N-1). 
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In his IMPLAN "Salubong," Custodio included a specific provision explicitly dealing with 
the functions of the medical surgeon. No such provision is found in the chief security 
plan for Aquino, OPLAN BALIKBAYAN. Yet he did not cause its inclusion. Instead, he 
tried to mislead us by referring to a provision in said OPLAN. "Evacuation, as 
directed," implying that the term "evacuation" precisely referred to injured persons, 
and trying to make us understand that, because of such a provision relative to 
"evacuation," there was no need for a separate medical IMPLAN. 


ll. Here again, he is contradicted by General Ver, who testified that there was in fact 
such a medical IMPLAN and produced a copy of it (Exh. 312) 


12. Gen Custodio spoke of alternative plans regarding Senator Aquino's route from the 
plane: (1) down the service stairs or the airbridge (Plan BRAVO), or (a) through the 
air> ridge, on through the concourse to the CIQ, then down the stairs or service elevator 
(Plan ALPHA); however, in either case, the SWAT van where Aquino would be boarded would 
always be near the service stairs. Whichever the route, the SWAT van would be in the 
same place. Plan ALPHA, providing a lengthier, more circuitous route, makes no sense. 
This is indicative of the sham nature of Custodio's plans. 


13. If the plan was for the SWAT van, on the other hand, to be located near the service 
stairs, or near the mid-section of the apron level of the terminal building, depending 

on the route to be taken by Senator Aquino, the fact is that the van always went to meet 
every arriving flight, so, really, the only route for Aquino was down the service stairs. 


14. Custodio said he wanted to give Aquino VIP treatment. But he sent only a second 
lieutenant, two sergeants, and two privates to meet Aquino. His reason why ke did not 
himself meet Aquino personally -- it would be discourteous to arrest Aquino in the plane 
or at the service stairs, the arrest should be done in the privacy of his office at 
Villamor Air Base -- is clearly specious. Nothing prevented him from personally inviting, 
not arresting, Senator Aquino, then bringing him to his office, and there perform the 
ritual of arresting the Senator. 


15. Custodio would make us believe that it was Capt Valerio's duty to check conditions 
around the plane, give protection to Sen Aquino as he was coming down the stairs, and 
place military personnel between the van and the stairs. The fact is, however, according 
to Capt Valerio, he stayed inside the van, together with all his men, stating that he 

did this so they would not be pinned down and immobilized from extending tactical 

support to other units, although this reason, we must point out, is contrary to the 

text of Capt Valerio's own IMPLAN, "Alalay." 


16. Custodio said henever noticed that one of the annexes of IMPLAN "Alalay," which was 


prepared on August 20, 1983, explicitly depicted Gate 8, the berthing place of CAL CI-811. 
Yet the security plans were subject of briefings presided over by him. 


17. The formation of a "boarding party" was prescribed in OPLAN BALIKBAYAN, drawn up by 
Col Ontog on August 19, and IMPLAN ALALAY, drawn up by Capt Valerio on August 20. Yet 
on August 18, 1983, Custodio's personal aide, Lt Castro, had already begun the formation 
of such a boarding party, obtaining the services of four men from PC-INP, which Castro 
by himself could not have done, without Gen Custodio. 


We are also satisfied that the evidence proves the complicity of Gen Fabian C. Ver in 
this tragic affair, in attempting, like Gen Olivas, to cover up the crime, or hide the 


corpus or effects of the crime. 
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1, As the highest ranking officer of the Armed Forces of the Philippines, next only to 
the Commander~in-Chief, the President, and fully realizing that were Aquino to return to 
the Philippines and be injured while in the custody of the military, grievous embarrass- 
ment would be caused to the Government and hence he should assure the taking of the utmost 
precautions to prevent this eventuality, common sense, ordinary prudence most peremp- 
torily demanded that intensive efforts should be exerted to find out, with as much 
certainty and accuracy as possible, the plans of S$ nator Aquino and his whereabouts at 
any given moment. These propositions Ver had occasion to concede at one point or 

another in the course of his testimony before us. Indeed, in one instance he said that, 
as regards a person of comparative lesser importance, Atty Ernesto Maceda, "we know where 
he is every moment of his life." This notwithstanding: 


a. Ver at first denied any "monitoring" of Aquino's activities in the U.S.A. It was 
only after intensive questioning that he finally admitted to "following up" Aquino's 
movements in America. He had to admit he was being regularly informed of the messages 
from the Philippine Ambassador at Singapore. Those messages leave no doubt about the 
close monitoring or surveillance of Senator Aquino's activities. 


b. Still he gave the impression that he was a mere passive receiver of news and was 
not soliciting the same. 


c. He denied asking the Singapore authorities to make inquiries. The Singapore messages 
show otherwise. 


d. Ver also denied making inquiries about Aquino in Taipei, this, despite the fact that 
the Singapore messages had narrowed down the probable "jumping-off" points of Aquino to 
either Hong Kong or Taipei; and in Taipei the government had ASECTAI, a branch of a 
corporation serving as a facility of the Ministry of Foreign Affairs, the branch office 
of PAL, and other persons and entities that could be requested to supply information on 
request of Philippine officials or contacts of the latter. 


2. The evidence shows the military authority knew that Aquino was coming via CAL C1-811l. 
Yet Ver denied awareness of this fact. 


3. Ver's alternatives in his directive to Gen Custodio dated August 21, 1983 made no 
sense. The directive spoke of Aquino's coming without travel papers, via JAL or other 
carrier, a manifest impossibility, or with travel papers, but the only papers Aquino 
could possibly have were spurious ones, given the Government's consistent refusal to 
issue any papers to him. The alternatives were clearly not meant to be operable. 


4. Ver tried to amend his directive of August 19 by eliminating the inoperative alterna- 
tive, but he gave evidently implausible reasons for the amendment: the reaffirmation of 
Aquino's death sentence and the issuance of a new warrant of arrest for him on the 

other charges, events which had taken place more than a year earlier and which were 
already known to him before he issued his August 19 directive. 


5. We can assume Ver read OPLAN BALIKBAYAN, He must have noted the assumption that 
Aquino might come via JAL. This was clearly erroneous since he know Aquino was coming 
via CAL, and could not possibly come via CAL [as published] since the latter had given 
assurances it would not board Aquino. He must also have noted the provisions requiring 
the boarding of every arriving aircraft; he must have realized this was unnecessary 
since it was already known Aquino was coming on board JAL C1I-811 [as published]. 


6. Ver said it is usual to give an INSUM to the commander of a mission, and INSUM 
being a summary of intelligence information already gathered, relevant to a mission, 
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However, he said he did not give any such INSUM to Gen Custodio because there was no 
need for it, since there was already a provision in OPLAN BALIKBAYAN relative to the 
gathering of intelligence and the conduct of convert opertions by a designated group. 
This is, of course, misleading. 


7. Ver also said he did not give Gen Custodio the intelligence information obtained 
from the Singapore authorities; this, despite the fact that that information narrowed 
down the probable "junping-off" points of Senator Aquino to only Hong Kong and Taipei. 


8. At another point Gen Ver said his directive to Gen Custodio contained intelligence 
information. This was not true, as he had to admit when shown the directive. 


9. Gen Custodio, Col Ontog, Col Ochoco, and Capt Valerio testified that there were only 
four (4) IMPLANS to carry out OPLAN BALIKBAYAN, and there was no medical IMPLAN, there 
simply being no need for it, since the matter was sufficiently covered by the bare 
clause, “EVACUATION: as directed," a clearly nonsensical claim. But Gen Ver produced 
one, a separate medical plan, which was apparently drawn up by a Col Rivera without the 
knowledge of the other planners and implementors of the security arrangements for 
Senator Aquino. 


10. There were seven (7) lawyers who were at the session hall when General Ver testified 
before us, on whom he could call for legal representation. Yet before the hearing he 
sounded out Public Coordinator Bienvenido Tan Jr. about the possibility of the latter's 
representing him, and at the start of the hearing declared he had no lawyer and actually 
asked ‘tty Tan to so represent him. 


ll. Ver said that it was usual procedure for a commander, after a mission, to submit a 
command (post-incident) report; but in Custodio's case this was dispensed with because an 
investigating committee had been formed. This does not seem to follow; but what is 
stranger still is that Custodio did file a command or incident report. 


12. Ver said the function of military attaches (AFAS) is to relay "essential elements 
of information" to the home country; but that they would do so only if so directed by 
the head of mission. Here again is a misleading answer, implying that the head of 
mission would ever direct an AFA not to transmit "essential elements of information." 


13. Ver tried to qualify his answer further by declaring that what should be relayed 
to the home government were only matters "of military interest." This is contrary to 
his prior statement that embassies and consulates should relay matters of general 
interest, such as changes in government, financial affairs, bank runs, etc., aside from 
the fact that the Aquino affair was clearly a matter "of military interest." 


14. Still another qualification Ver tried to make was that even as regards matters "of 
military interest" only those gathered from "open sources" should be relayed. 


15. Ver claimed he placed full and exclusive reliance on the letter of Senator Laurel 
dated August 19, 1983, in relation to the preparation of security arrangements for 
Senator Aquino, despite the fact that the letter was clearly wrong in so far as it 
stated that Aquino was coming via JAL, and Ver had no reason at all to trust Senator 
Laurel. 


16. Ver also claimed that he opted to place reliance on the Laurel letter of the 18th, 
in preference to the messages from the Philippine Ambassador to Singapore of the 19th, 
which is why "we did not have to check with Singapore any more... (as Aquino) was 
definitely coming." ‘There is no rational connection, apart from the fact that the 
answer is contrary to common sense. 


17. A message was relayed from the President of the Philippines through the Defense 
Minister to Senator Aquino advising INTER ALIA that the government was "convinced beyond 
reasonable doubt" the there were threats against Aquino's life (Exh. 14-Q), the message 
being apparently based on intelligence information furnished by Gen Ver. 
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But the nature of the information cannot justify such a dogmatically assertive convic- 
tion anent the threats, since the intelligence teams admittedly did not then know what 
the alleged plans to kill were, who were involved, what the methods to be used were; 

and the information was either the rankest gossip: things said by people while eating in 
two public restaurants, or of patently low credibility; information obtained by an 
operative planted within the NPA who was, however, of "low stature," viz., of very low 
rank, who never met and never identified the original sources of information, a "Ka 
Fidel," and a "Ka Greg," having received such informatic1 only from a third party and 
then relayed it to the principal agent, who had then in turn relayed it to his superior 
officer, Col Calido. 


18. Ver said it was not usual to have a photographic record of an event such as the 
arrival of Senator Aquino, even if there were supposedly discovered threats against his 
life, and which threats, if carried out, result in great loss of face of the government, 
an answer inconsistent with the fact that, as he himself had attested to, a voluminous 
photographic record had been kept of Aquino during all the years of his confinement in a 
military prison and specially during his medical examination at the Heart Center and his 
departure for the U.S. A. for a heart by-pass operation. 


19. Gen Ver also said that several witnesses who testified against Senator Aquino 
during his trial before a Military Tribunal had been killed on the latter's order. His 
own records, however, show, as he himself had to admit, that the persons referred to had 
reportedly died under mysterious circumstances and/or by the hand of person or persons 
unknown. Moreover, Aquino was not the only defendent in the case. Commander Dante was 
also accused together with him. 


20. Gen Ver sent three (3) colonels to us who claimed their testimony was confidential 
and asked that it be received behind close doors... Yet, as admitted by the general. what 
they testifies to was no in fact confidential, as regards the history of the Communist 
movement in the Philippines, the split in the movement into two distinct groups, 
established principles of military intelligence, and even narrations or accounts of 
armed clashes between NPA contingents and the armed forces, which are usually published 
in newspapers and are not ordinarily classified. 


21. Ver had publicly asserted the reality of the threats against Aquino emanating from 
NPA elements; indeed, this was the RAISON D'ETRE for elaborate security plar.s involving 
more than 1,200 officers and men. And more than anyone else in the military establish- 
ment, he must have realized the essential need to verify the truth of any eventuality. 
Yet, he failed to give specific orders to assure that, in the even that should such a 
threatened assault actually occur, the assassinor assassins should be captured alive 
and made to reveal vital information. The complicity of Capt Felipe Valerio, Capt 
Llewelyn Kavinta, Lt Jesus Castro, and Capt Romeo Bautista, is also established by the 
evidence on record. As pointed out by our counsel -- 


"Capt Felipe Valerio, Capt Llewelyn Kavinta and 2Lt Jesus Castro took active part in the 
delusive and diversionary maneuvers of supposedly meeting and searching every arriving 
flight and deploying around every berthing aircraft. They gave such orders as were 
necessary in pursuance to both the ostensive and the real plans. Valerio and Kavinta 
were instrumental in creating a security vacuum in the immediate area at the bottom of 
the staircase. Lt Castro not only went through the empty motions of appearing to search 
some of the arriving aircraft, he also disregarded avowed instructions to him and, in- 
stead of going down with Aquino and his escorts, tarried at the airbridge to assure that 
no one from the plane followed Aquino or could otherwise observe the event. Kavinta was 
right at the scene at the exact moment when Rolando Galman was being gunned down; this, 
many seconds before the soldiers in the SWAT van were photographed in the act of emerging 
from their vehicle and then raining a hail of bullets down at Galman's prostrate figure. 
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All three, by their presence at the scene and active participation in the maneuvers, 
gave moral assistance to the sergeants and soldiers also playing roles in the operation. 
All three tried to persuade the board of the truthfulness of the military version of the 
occurences of the 2lst. Their participation in the conspiracy is evident." (p 450-451, 
Board Counsel's Report). 


As regards Capt Romeo Bautista, "No less than seven (7) of the men in his teams immedi- 
ately proceeded to Gate 8 upon arrival of CAL CI-811, before it was allegedly known that 
Senator Aquino was on board. These seven included not only the team members assigned 
to the West Satellite, were Bay 8 is situated, but also two (2) others, Bona and Acupido, 
whose assignment was at a different place, the arrival, departure, customs and immigra- 
tion area. And one of them, Filomeno Miranda, joined the boarding party in fetching 
Aquino from the plane and bringing him down the service stairs, although he never had 
this function initially, causing Capt Kavinta to wonder why Miranda should be doing so 
at the time. (p 452, id.) It was his men who blocked the jetway door immediately after 
Aquino and his escorts exited there from and effectively obstructed everyone else's path 
and view. Bautista was there, present all this time. He was actually at the service 
stairs when the shots were fired which killed both Senator Aquino and Galman. He cer- 
tainly gave moral if not actual assistance to the soldiers there at the time. But he 
tried to deceive the board by claiming first that he was not at the airbridge at all, 
and later that he had gone into the airbrdige only after all the shooting had ceased. 

He was finally constrained to admit that he had not only been inside the airbridge all 
the while but had actually been at the service stairs during the shooting when shown 
relevant scenes from a TV recording. (p 452, id.) One of his men, Sgt Bona, also lied 
to the board, by insisting that he, too, had never been at the airbridge, much less had 
he taken any photographs there, although there are photographs unmistakably placing him 
in the jetway at the time. (p 453, id.) At high noon, and not being sick, Bautista was 
wearing a jacket over his POLO BARONG, the only one with such an additional item of 
clothing among all the officers and men there. ‘The color of his jacket, like Galman's 
outfit, was blue. Bautista's part in the conspiracy is also evident." (p 451-453, id.) 


Col Vicente Tigas also took part in the conspiracy. He limited the number of media 
representatives who would supposedly be allowed to meet Senator Aquino at the airbridge 
at Gate 8, effectively precluded their view and photographing of the service stairs of 
the airbridge, prevented their interviewing of potential eyewitnesses, ordered the 
collection of the negatives of these journalists which he retained in his custody or 
control and did not offer to surrender the same to the board until required to do so by 
subpoena DUCES TECUM. He knew beforehand that Aquino would be arriving at Gate 8, at 
the West Satellite. He directed the drawing up of a list of only fourteen (14) 
journalists who would be authorized to cover Aquino's arrival, and "who would be allowed 
to go into West Satellite" or toward "Gate 8," where China Airlines would land (p 279- 
280, id.) During his briefing with these news correspondents, he made specific reference 
to Tube 8 and China Airlines (p 280, id.). He instructed the newsmen to stay only half 
way inside the concrete tube at Bay 8 (id.) from which place it was impossible to have a 
view of the airbridge's stairway. When he saw the Channel 4 IV cameraman taking footage 
of the arrival of CAL CI-811 through the glass panes of the concourse, he stopped and 
forbade further filming, saying, "Bawal diyan. [That's off limits]." He blocked reporter 
Rene Mercent from returning to Gate 8 after the shooting, and said to him: "You can go 
away now. ‘There is no more news to cover. You can go to Mr Cendana and get the news 
from him." (TSN, Jan. 5, 1984, A.M., p 62). He forcefully prevented news reporters 
from interviewing an apparent eyewitness, the very agitated Ms Mariemil Quijano (Exh. 
470-A). ‘Through his subordinate, Jolly Riofrir, he collected all the films of the 
journalists who took photographs of the events before and after the shooting, retained 
the film in his possession, did not voluntarily offer them to us, and surrendered the 
same to us only when required by subpoena DUCES TECUM two (2) months after the 


assassination. 
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With respect to Col Arturo Custodio, "CGalman could not have moved around and remained in 
the tarmac or the airport building except with the knowledge and consent of the AVSECOM 

officers and men engaged in the operations at the time, Col Arturo Custodio is the link 
between Galman and the AVSECOM, Galman was his personal friend. He and Hermilo Gosiuco 
were the ones who picked up Rolando Galman from his house at Bagong Silang, San Miguel, 

Bulacan, on August 17, 1983." (p 455, Board Counsel's Report.) 


"Sgt Claro Lat, Sgt Arnulfo de Mesa, CIC Rogelio Moreno, CIC Mario Lazaga, and Sgt 
Filomeno Miranda brought Aquino out of the plane and down the service stairway. The 
first four were regular, 'main' escorts; Miranda was not; he had other designated func- 
tions but, allegedly, was suddenly directed to join and assist the boarding party. They 
all lied to the board, uniformly and concertedly, They regaled the board with the tale 
of Galman's darting-and-shooting act -- sulpot-tutok-putok; of De Mesa's wheeling-and- 
deflecting movement; of how Galman was shot down after being spun around by De Mesa; of 
Sgt de Guzman's being the first to shoot Galman; of how Galman was standing when shot, 
instead of being already prostrate on the tarmac even before De Guzman and company 
appeared from the van. They were direct participants in the conspiracy. One of them 
gunned down Aquino." (p 453, id.). 


Sgt Rolando de Guzman, Sgt Ernesto Mateo, Sgt Rodolfo Desolong, and AIC Cordova Estelo 
"were admittedly the soldiers who rained a hail of bullets down at Galman. They lied to 
the board, uniformly and concertedly about the incident, They said Galman was still on 
his feet when shot by them; the hard evidence of the photographs proves that Galman 

was already lying on the tarmac at the rear of the van, either dead or dying, even before 
they came out of the van to shoot him. They said De Guzman was the first to shoot 
Galman; the photographs prove otherwise: it was Mateo, They said there was only one 
continuous, sustained burst of gunfire -- a blending of De Guzman's first seven (7) 
shots, discharged in very rapid succession, and his colleagues" shots; the hard evidence 
of the recorded sbunds, as well as related testimonial evidence, prove that there were 
(two) distinct groups of gunshots, separated by an interval of at least 17 seconds. 
They said De Guzman shot Galman at the very instant when the latter was whirled around 
by De Mesa's wheeling~-and-deflecting movements; these acts are conspicuous by their 
absence in the photographs of the precise incident in question, many of which were 
identified by the soldiers themselves. They engaged in alarming pantomimic martial 
gesticulations, Their participation in the conspiracy is palpable." (p 454, id.) 


M/Sgt Pablo Martinez, Sgt Tomas Fernandez, Sgt Leonardo Mojica, Sgt Pepito Torio and 

A1C Aniceto Acupido "were in the area, and by their presence and actuations, encoucaged 
and abetted the acts of their comrades. They mouthed the same lies to the Board as those 
asserted by De Guzman et al. They are tarred with the same brush. They are part of 


the conspiracy." (p 455, id.) 


"Recommendations for the prosecution of Sgt Armando de la Cruz and Sgt Prospero Bona 
for the felony of perjury have already been submitted. (p 455, id.) It needs but be 
pointed out that De la Cruz, by his stubborn insistence that he had seen nothing of 

the incident that occurred at or near the service stairway, despite the fact that testi- 
monially authenticated television footage clearly shows that he was looking down the 
stairs exactly when shooting was going on (p 458, id.), proved himself to be a willing 
participant in the conspiracy by refusing to divulge information about it to the board. 
The same thing may said of Bona. By his stubborn refusal to admit that he was in the 
airbridge at the time in question, although photographs indubitably establish his 
presence there, he demonstrated his willingness to help keep secret what his companions 
had done in that area at that time." (pp 455-456, id.) 
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In the light of all the foregoing considerations, we find the following to be 
indictable for the premeditated killing of Senator BenignoS. Aquino, Jr., and 
Rolando Galman at the MIA on August 21, 1983: 


1. General Fabian C. Ver 14. Sgt Filomeno Miranda 
2. Maj Gen Prospero A. Olivas 15. Sgt Rolando de Guzman 
3. Brig Gen Luther Custodio 16. Sgt Ernesto Mateo 

4. Col Arturo Custodio 17. Sgt Rodolfo Desolong 
5. Col Vicente Tigas 18. Sgt Leonardo Mojica 
6. Capt Felipe Valerio 19, Sgt Pepito Torio 

7. Capt Llewelyn Kavinta 20. Sgt Armando del la Cruz 
8. Capt Romeo Bautista 21. Sgt Prospero Bona 

9. 2Lt Jesus Castro 22. C1C Rogelio Moreno 
10. Sgt Pablo Martinez 23. Cl Mario Lazaga 

ll. Sgt Tomas Fernandez 24. AIC Cordova Estelo 
12. Sgt Arnulfo de Mesa 25. AIC Aniceto Acupido 
13. Sgt Ciaro Lat 26. Hermilo Gosuico 


Ili. Epilogue 


We close our report with a candid and honest exhortation to our people to demonstrate 
sobriety and to remain calm while pursuing with vigor and tenacity our firm resolve to 
see that justice is done to former Senator Benigno S. Aquino Jr., and the Filipino 
people. 


To be sure, there are forces around us that will use this report to discredit our 
traditionally revered institutions as they have unscrupulously done with the valid 
grievances that we have always articulated. We hope and pray that the Filipino people 
are able to recognize and resist the subtle entrapment that these forces have 

so carefully designed in order that, in their naivete, the people will find themselves 
unwittingly supporting these forces' objectives to destabilize our country and to fall 
prey to an intolerable political ideology. This ideology is antithetical to the 
Filipino people's traditional love of freedom, justice and adherence to democratic 
ideals. 


We have done what is humanly possible to uncover the truth surrounding the killing of 
former Senator Aquino but we do not deceive ourselves with the thought that the results 
of our investigation will convince or satisfy all our fifty-two million Filipinos, 
specifically those who have prejudices and ulterior motives. 


The task of the board was clear and unequivocal. This task was not only to determine 
the facts and circumstances surrounding the death of the late former Senator. Of 
greater significance is the awesome responsibility of the board to uphold righteousness 
over evil, justice over injustice, rationality over irrationality, humaneness over 
inhumanity. The task was indeed a painful test, the inevitable result of which will 
restore our country's honored place among the sovereign nations of the free world where 
peace, law and order, freedom, and justice are a way of life. 


More than any other event in contemporary Philippine history, the killing of the late 
former Senator Aquino has brought into sharper focus the ills pervading Philippine 


society. 


IV. 26 Oct 84 P 42 PHILIPPINES 


It was the concretization of the horror that has been haunting this country for decades, 
routinely manifested by the breakdown of peace and order, economic instability, subver- 
sion, graft and corruption, and an increasing number of abusive elements in what are 
otherwise noble institutions in our country -- the military and law enforcement agencies. 
We are, however, convinced that, by and large, the great majority of the officers and 
men of these institutions have remained decent and honorable, dedicated to their noble 
mission in the service of our country and people. 


The tragedy opened our eyes and for the first time confirmed our worst fears of what 
unchecked evil would be capable of doing. As former Israeli Foreign Minister Abba Eban 
observes, "Nobody who has great authority can be trusted not to go beyond its proper 
limits."" Social apathy, passivity and indifference and neglect have spawned in secret a 
dark force that it bent on destroying the values held sacred by freedom-loving people. 


To assert our proper place in the civilized world, it is imperative that public officials 
should regard public service as a reflection of human ideals in which the highest sense 
of moral values and integrity are strictly required. 


A tragedy like that which happened on August 21, 1983, and the crisis that followed 
would have normally caused the resignation of the chief of the Armed Forces in a country 
where public office is viewed with highest esteem and respect and where the moral 
responsibilities of public officials transcend all other considerations. 


We anticipate that there will be those, who because of their prejudices, will express 
dissatisfaction over our conclusions. To them, we can only say that we did what the law 
mandated, using as basis nothing but the evidence, and, invoking as guide in our search 
for truth in the Aquino assassination, nothing but our conscience. 


MARCOS' STATEMENT ON 2D AGRAVA BOARD REPORT 


HK251435 Manila BULLETIN TODAY in English 25 Oct 84 pp 1, 10 
{["Statement" by President Marcos upon receipt of second Agrava board report ] 


[Text] I have transmitted the report delivered to me personally by the four other mem- 
bers of the fact-finding board to the Minister of Justice for appropriate and speedy 
action, and with the same instructions that I earlier conveyed in regard to the separate 
report made by the board chairman. 


The submission of the second report does not alter the government's expressed desire 
and determination to push the Aquino case through to final resolution. Action in line 
with its recommendations will be taken. 


As I have already expressed in separate letters to the board chairman, and to the four 
other members of the board, the following immediate steps will be *aken: 


1. The findings against all those named by the two reports will now form the basis for 
judicial prosecution under the jurisdiction of the civil courts, instead of a mi'itary 
court martial. Whatever case may be warranted shall be filed with the tanodbayan 
[independent body to investigate violations of public office], who will take the proper 
step to bring the case for trial before the sandiganbayan [court which trices government 
officials accused of corruption, with the assistance of the city fiscal that has juris- 
diction and members of the board and the legal staff. 


IV. 26 Oct 84 P 43 PHILIPPINES 


2. All judicial proceedings that will arise will be open and public, and private counsel 
representing all interested parties will be recognized. 


3. To expedite the proceedings, I have authorized the legal panel and all five members 
of the board to assist in prosecuting the various cases that have arisen from the findings 
and recommendations. 


The findings of both reports submitted to the nation are most serious and grave. They 
are also shadowed by serious controversy and differences of opinion. 


There is therefore all the more urgency to submit the Aquino case for immediate action 
and disposition by the courts, according to the recommendations made by the fact-finding 


board. 


With respect to the implication of the chief of staff in the second report, I have re- 
ceived a letter from Gen. Fabian Ver requesting he be granted leave of absence from his 
duties and responsibilities - so that he may be free to act in his defense and to ensure 
that the case does not in any way compromise the honor of the Armed Forces. I have 
granted his request, and I have directed that the vice chief-of-staff, Lt. Gen. Fidel V. 
Ramos, assume the duties and responsibilities of the AFP chief of staff during his leave 
of absence. 


Similarly, I have approved the request for leave of Maj. Gen. Prospero Olivas, who has 
been named in the second report for complicity in an attempt to cover up the crime. 


As we now take the crucial step of bringing the Aquino case to trial, I reiterate my 
appeal to all our people for their full faith in the judicial processes of bringing it to 
full resolution and termination. This I address also to observers in the family of nations. 


I ask the legal panel and members of the board to now actively participate in the presen- 
tation of the evidence which they claim is the basis for their findings for only they 
know what pieces of evidence they have utilized to arrive at such conclusion. I ask all 
partisans to suspend all prejudgment of this affair, so that the judicial proceedings 

may fairly and impartially take place, under a climate of reason and with full regard of 
the law. 


TANODBAYAN JUSTICE ON AGRAVA BOARD FINDINGS 


OW251317 Quezon City RPN Television Network in English 1100 GMT 25 Oct 84 


[From the "Newswatch" program; Nye video report including interview with tanodbayan 
Justice Fernando Fernandez | 


[Text] Justice Minister Estelito Mendoza has turned over to the tanodbayan [preliminary 
anticorruption court] the two reports of the fact-finding board on the Aquino assassina- 
tion, amid reports that those implicated are waiving their right to a preliminary investi- 


gation. 


The tanodbayan is expected to thoroughly go over the reports, with the majority report 
to be given greater importance. David Nye has this follow-up story. 


[Begin recording] [Nye] [video shows Justice Minister Mendoza handing over Agrava 

reports to Fernandez] In the event of a total preliminary probe waiver from those accused 
in the military, Justice Fernandez said that it would make things easier for the tanodbayan 
to determine who should be the respondents and what specific charges should be filed 


against them. 
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In this case, both board reports and pertinent exhibits, aside from the retestimony of 
several witnesses, would be used as bases for a preliminary investigation. But Justice 
Fernandez said that the majority board report may have a more persuasive effect than 
Agrava's own report. 


[Fernandez] In judicial proceedings, usually the ruling of the majority controls, you 
see. But this is not a judicial proceeding yet. We'll still have to do our own evalua- 
tion. Definitely the findings of the four may have more persuasive effect, but the mere 
fact that there is a dissenting view could in effect dilute the persuasiveness of the 
entire thing. 


[Nye] Fernandez added that there is no telling when the tanodbayan will be through with 
the preliminary investigation, but he said that a three-man panel headed by his deputy, 
Justice (Manuel Herrera), will probably be formed to help sift through hundreds upon 
hundreds of pages of documented evidence. 


METRO MANILA TIMES EDITORIAL ON AGRAVA REPORT 


HK260123 Manila METRO MANILA TIMES in English 25 Oct 84 p 4 
[Editorial: ‘Perspective on Agrava Report"] 


[Text] Finally, the much-awaited Agrava Fact Finding Board report is out and the fact 
that the revelations proved anti-climactic because of the numerous leaks preceding the 
official announcement does not detract from its dramatic impact on the consciousness of 
the Filipino people. 


We use the singular word "report" although there are two versions released to the public. 
Legal tradition makes the conclusions reached by the majority of a board or court the 
official decision. Any disagreement, in whole or in part, vy a minority from this major- 
ity decision is simply a dissenting opinion. 


What has happened in the case of the Agrava report may be likened to instances in the 
Supreme Court, where a decision is arrived at by a majority of the justices with the 
chief justice himself dissenting wholly or partly from that decision. 


In the case of Chairman Agrava, her report may be properly classified as an opinion that 
dissents only in part, that part being the number and identities of the people involved 
in the alleged conspiracy. In all other aspects, her personal findings are identical 
with those of the board majority. 


What remains now, as President Marcos himself has said, is for the law to take its 
course. But that is not all. The general public is concerned -- and rightly so -- over 
how the military organization as a whole will react to this development. 


On the matter, we would like to quote the sentiments that Chairman Agrava expressed in 
the closing remarks of her report. 


"It is to be hoped that in this separate report, no reader will construe the use of the 
word 'military' as an unsavory reflection on the entire armed forces of our country. In 
all military organizations, there are bound tc be bad apples; and this is why courts-martial 
exist so that members of the military who commit infractions can be disciplined and penal- 
ized by the organization itself. I want to believe that the officer corps of the Armed 
Forces is still made up of officers and gentlemen, although they cannot be without the 
inevitable rare exceptions. The people and its own Army should not be enemies of each 


other." 
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The assumption of Gen. Fidel V. Ramos of the position of chief of staff on orders of 
Present Marcos augurs well for us and eases some general concerns. Within administra- 
tion circles, Gen. Ramos is known to be one of the most loyal to the president and 
this is considered to be the reason why he has been made deputy chief of staff and 
chief of the Philippine Constabulary and the Integrated National Police (INP). 


To the general public, on the other hand, Ramos is known to be a man of integrity, 
probity, honor, and intelligence, one who will not dishonor his uniform and his 
country. These are trying times and statesmanlike decisions are called for. President 
Marcos is making them. 


VER, OLIVAS LETTERS TO MARCOS ASKING FOR LEAVE 


HK251411 Manila BULLETIN TODAY in English 25 Oct 84 p 1, 15 


[Text] Gen, Fabian C, Ver filed yesterday a leave of absence from his work as Armed 
Forces chief of staff, saying “the wounds now inflicted upon me from an unknown 
enemy which has succeeded in what I consider the conversion of the board into a tool 
to destroy the protectors of the republic." 


Following is the full text of Ver's letter to President Marcos: 


"Dear Mr President: 


"I have served the Republic of the Philippines for many years as a soldier. As a 
soldier, I volunteered to testify before the Agrava fact-finding board. I never 
imagined in my wildest dreams that I would be implicated in the Aquino case whether 
by the Agrava board or by any investigative agency. But now the worst has happened. 


"Like a bolt of lightening from a clear sky, the leaks on the Narvasa recommendation 
and then the findings of the four members of the board have struck me down without 
any chance of defense. I proclaim my innocence to the whole world, I have read the 
findings of the four members of the board and I do not see any basis for implicating 
me, a fact that I shall demonstrate in the trial. The conclusions are far-fetched 
and are no better than a series of inductive arguments, most of which are not based 
on facts but on imagined evidence and on surmises and presumptions. At the same 
time, they are drawn from outright false statements of the nature of the evidence. 


"IT take it that these would be acceptable hazards in combat which I have been used to 
in fighting for the dignity, the sovereignty, and ultimate liberation of our country 
as well as in stemming the tides of subversion which almost overran Manila and the 
other centers of power in the 1950s up to now. 


"But the wounds now inflicted upon me come from an unknown enemy which has succeeded 
in what I consider the conversion of the board into a tool to destroy the protectors 
of the republic. But as a good soldier, I face up to the odds that are now thrown 

at me. In accordance with my conduct in the past, I think only of the welfare of 

our people and our country and live and work to keep the Armed Forces of the 
Philippines strong and vital as a weapon against its enemies that are now also trying 


to destroy me. 


Armed Forces of the Philippines may not be involved in what is now turning out to 
be a cruel farce and a tragedy, and in order that I alone may suffer the wounds that 


the enemies of the state seek to inflict upon our country I ask the commander-in- 
chief that: 


"Accordingly, in order that I may be free to act in my defense and in order that the 


"1. L be given immediate and separate trial; 


"2. I be permitted to waive preliminary investigation and go into the merits of the 
case immediately, supported by counsel of my choice; and 
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"3. L immediately be allowed to go on leave of absence in order that I may conduct 
my defense freely and without the burdens of office. 


"The vice chief of staff, Lt. Gen. Fidel V. Ramos, is aware of the conduct of 
operations as well as the plans of the Armed Forces of the Philippines under me and 
can continue these operations and plans with the same personnel whom I have used 
during the period of my trial. 


"I write this letter to the commander-in-chief on the 24 of October, 1984, the day I 
received notice of my implicating without allowing any time to elapse because it is 

my hope that I shall obtain vindication from the Republic's judicial system without 

any loss of time. 


"Whatever happens, may I assure the commander-in-chief that I shall continue to be 
loyal to him and to the Republic of the Philippines." 


Following is the text: of Maj. Gen. Prospero Olivas’ letter: 
"Dear Mr President: 


"Immediately after the August 2lst Aquino tragedy, you directed me, through Gen. 
Fabian C. Ver, Armed Forces chief of staff, to conduct an investigation of the tragedy 
of the Aquino assassination. 


"Accordingly, I gathered all the evidence in the premises immediately after the 
assassination, including the .357 Magnum revolver that was used, the still pictures 
as well as the video tapes that were taken of the series of events that occurred 
before and immediately after the fatal shooting as weil as the documents in the case 
that had any bearing whatsoever with the offense. 


"On Dec. 19, 1983, LI submitted a voluminous report on my findings and testified before 
the Agrava board on such findings. Now the world has turned topsy-turvy. Whereas 

I was the principal investigator, the Agrava board has converted me into an accused 
investigated without previously being notified that there was such an intention or 
purpose by the board before and during my testimony and during the entire period of 
10 months of hearing. 


"Even when they had agreed somehow to implicate me, I was never notified that I was 
an accused and therefore could claim the rights of such accused, like the right to be 
confronted by the witnesses agaist me, to cross-examine them and to submit evidence 
against such witnesses, if necessary. In fact, up to now even with the findings 

of the four male members of the Agrava board publicly released, there is no record 
whatsoever of Gen. Ver or I being notified to assume the stance and position of an 
accused with all the rights that are appurtenant thereto. 


"T cannot but conclude that somewhere along the way, Mr President, the Agrava board 
has been waylaid by the enemies of the State whom I and others like me loyal to the 
Republic and to you have been fighting at the risk of Life and limb and honor for 

the past three decades. It is paradoxically painful for me to not only witness 

this turn of events but to be the victim of this twist of fate. But I am certian that 
the inexorable forces of right and justice and history will reveal the reasons for 
this unjust and unfair decision of che four male members of the Agrava board. 


"I must proclaim to you and to everyone, Mr President, my innocence of this crime 
that has been ascribed to me, that of conspiring and succeeding to kill both Rolando 
Galman and Benigno Aquino Jr. I shall protest my innocence till my dying day. 
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"But as deputy chief of the Philippine Constabulary and the commanding general of the 

PC-Metrocom [Metropolitan Command] and director of the Metropolitan Police Force there 

are certain burdens which I must now transfer in order that I may be free to conduct my 
own defense, if necessary, in the immediate trial that I now seek. 


"At the same time, if any stigma has been stamped upon me for these charges by the 
male members of the Agrava board, let it fall on +e alone and let it not in any way 
dishonor the Armed Forces of the Philippines specially the PC-Metrocom which I head 
as well as the Metropolitan Police Force. Let me be free, Mr President, to now seek 
my vindication, cleanse my name and honor and in the process not involve the uniform 
which I have worn with honor, nor in any manrer cast any shame upon the Republic and 
its flag for which I have been willing to give up my life on many occasions as a 
soldier and as a citizen. 


"I therefore beg your permission, Mr President, that I now take a leave of absence 
from my present duties as deputy chief of the Philippine Constabulary, chief of the 
PC-Metrocom and director of the Metropolitan Police Force during the period of my 
trial, with the hope for reinstatement after the termination of my case. 


"Rest assured, Mr President, of my faith and loyalty to you and the Republic for as 
long as I Live whatever may be the outcome of this strange chain of events." 


Further Details 
OW251405 Quezon City RPN Television Network in English 1100 GMT 25 Oct 84 
[From the "Newswatch" program] 


[Text] Generals Fabian Ver and Prospero Olivas, as well as the 23 other AFP officers 
and men held indictable by the Agrava board for the killing of former Senator Benigno 
Aquino and Rolando Galman, have indicated they would waive their right to a preliminary 
investigation in order to have a speedy trial. 


Gen Ver gave this indication in his letter to President Marcos yesterday, indicating 

his desire to take a leave of absence. Gen Ver asked that he be given a separate and 
immediate trial, even as he stressed in his letter to the president that he was innocent 
and that the board has no basis or had no basis for implicating him in the Aquino 
assassination, a fact which Gen Ver said he would demonstrate in the trial. Gen Ver 
also emphasized in his letter that the wounds inflicted upon him came from, as he put 
it, an unknown enemy which has succeeded in what Ver considered the conversion of the 
board into a tool to destroy the protectors of the republic. 


In his letter, Gen Olivas also denied the findings of the Agrava board, implicating 

him and Gen Ver and the other military men in the Aquino killing. Gen Olivas proclaimed 
he was innocent and welcomed a swift trial to clear his name, as he spoke on Face the 
Nation, an MBS-4 [Maharlika Broadcasting System] interview program. 


[Begin Olivas recording] I requested to go on indefinite leave, not because I'm guilty 
of anything, but because I want to devote my time to the defense of my honor and my 
name, which to me is very important. And furthermore, I also requested to go on 

leave of absence so that people will not say that I will use the authority of my office 
to suppress any evidence that might be brought against me. I am only asking that my 
constitutional right to due process and a speedy trial be respected. [end recording] 
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As for the other military men accused, especially those represented by lawyer Rudolfo 
Jimenez, they too would want to waive preliminary investigation. Jiminez appeared last 
night on Tell the People. 


[Begin recording] [Jiminez] [in progress] ...mentioned here by attorney Gonzalez 
about my waiving preliminary investigation. I confirmed that I [word indistinct] to 
waive preliminary investigation also to expedite the disposition of the charges. 


(Moderator Julio Yap Daza] For how many soldiers? 


[Jiminez] For all the Avsecom [Aviation Security Command] people I represented during 
the investigation and who are now recommended for indictment. 


[Daza] Including Gen Custodio? 

{[Jiminez] Yes. 

[Daza] Gen Olivas and Gen Ver? 

[Jimenez] No, no, no, no. I represented Gen Olivas and the other officers and men of 
the Aviation Security Command. [end recording] 

GEN RAMOS URGES MILITARY DISCIPLINE, RESPECT 

OW251225 Quezon City RPN Television Network in English 1100 GMT 25 Oct 84 


[From the "Newswatch" program] 


[Text] A call is out for the Armed Forces of the Philippines [AFP] to fulfill its vital 
and urgent task of improving and keeping the people's faith in the military. General 
Fidel Ramos issued this appeal this afternoon in his first news conference at Camp Carme 
as acting Armed Forces chief of staff. Ramos formally took over the position today 
following the temporary leave of absence filed by Armed Forces chief Gen Fabian Ver. 
Speaking to newsmen, Ramos said the Armed Forces should enhance the morale of the men 
and women in uniform and increase its operational effectiveness as the defender of 
national security and stability. 


[Begin Ramos recording] If our people's confidence in the soldier has in the past some- 
how been shaken, let this be restored by a higher degree of personal discipline, firn- 
ness in our dealings, and respect for the law. In some sectors and a few communities, 
the AFP is mistakenly perceived to be not the protector of the people, but their 
oppressor. I therefore call upon all commanders and indeed the entire rank and file to 
help me reverse this trend. [end recording] 


Ramos also said that the present policies, programs, and plans for upgrading the Armed 
Forces are basically sound and must be implemented. 


MANILA PROTEST DEMANDS MARCOS RESIGNATION 
0W251417 Quezon City RPN Television Network in English 1100 GMT 25 Oct 84 


[From the "Newswatch" program] 


[Text] Some 4,000 chanting protesters marched through the streets of Manila this after- 
noon to demand the resignation of the president in the aftermath of the implication of 
the military in the Aquino assassination. Led by Mrs Cory Aquino and Butz Aquino, the 
protesters first gathered at the Quezon City Rotunda, before fanning out on Espana 
[Street] on their way to Liwasang Bonifacio for a brief rally. Riot-equipped police 
SWAT teams riding jeeps stood guard, but the police presence was generally restrained 
and the march through downtown Manila to the rally sight was peaceful. March leaders 
took turns in criticizing the administration during the Liwasang Bonifacio rally. 

After the rally, the protesters peacefully left the place. 
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